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SARAN DISTRIOT, 





OHAPTER I. 


PHYSIOAL ASPEOTS, 


‘Tux district of Saran, which forms one of tho north-western Garman 
districts of the Patna Division, is situated betwoen 25° 39’ and Pmymt* 


26° 80’ north latitudo and botweon 83° 64’ and 85° 12’ east longi 
tndo, It contains an area of 2,674 squaro miles, a8 asoortainod by 
tho lntost survey, and a population, according totho consus of 1901, 
cof 2,409,509 persons, ‘Tho principal town and administrative 
headquarters 8 Chaprs, situated on the north bank of the river 
Goget, closo to its janotion with tho Gangos, in 26° 47’ N. and 
84° 44’ B, 


‘Tho origin of tho namo Saran is doubtful. General Cunningbam Origin of 
ama, 


‘was at ono timo of opinion that it was derived from the Sanskrit ™ 
sword saraia, meaning an naylum or refugo, and connected it with 
a legend of Buddha overcoming and converting certain evil 
demons who lived on human flesh, “Tho demons,” he says, 
“embraced Buddhism, or as it was exprossod by tho ancient 
Buddhiits, sought tho refogo or asylum of the threo Precious 
Ones, i.e, of the Buddhist Triad, Buddha, Dharma and Sangha.” 
‘To commemorate the conversion of the demons of the desert, 
Asoka erected a stip, which General Ounningham concluded 
aust have been called the Sprana or Asylum Stipa, adding that 
‘it must have boon ono of considerable celebrity, as there can bo 
+ Tittle doubt that its namo was oventually imposed on the district 

in which it stood.”* Ho subsoquently, however, changed his 
opinion regarding the position of this stiipa and considered that 
the site must be looked for near Arrah in the Shababid district.+ 
Another and more plausible derivation which has been suggested 

‘issittGnopaphy ot Tale GST, regs 40, 

‘f Reports, Ai, 1878. 
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2 SARAN, 


fa that the name is a corruption of Saranga-aranya or the decr 
forest; this oxplanation being basod on a local logond that, in 
io times o holy recluse, nomod Rishi Sringi, had his 
hormitago at Singahi, a fow miles east of Chaprt, in tho midst of 
a donso forest full of ‘door. Yot another suggostion which hos 
eon put forward is that Saran is a oorruption of Sakra-nranya, ity 
the forest of Sakera or Indra, which formerly covered the country 
round Vistle, whore king Sumati ontortainod Rama whon ho 
was proceoding with Vishwamitra from Ajodhyt to Mithila.” 

‘Tho district is  wodgo of alluvial soil thrust in botwoen tho 
Ganges, “Gogra and Gandak rivors, ‘Tho Gandak soparatos it on 
tho north-east from the distriot of Champaran and on tho south- 
ast from Musaffarpar ; on tho south tho Gangos forms tho 
boundary, dividing it from the Patna and Shubabid districts 5 
while tho wostern end north-wostorn boundirios march with the 
‘United Provinoss, The Gogri, running parallel with the Gandak, 
moots the Ganges near the hondquartore station of Chaprit, and 
forma tho boundary botwoon Siran and tho Ballin district on tho 
south-wost, whilo ‘an irregular base-line drawn north-onst from 
“tho Gogrit to tho Gandak oonstitutos the westorn and north 
western boundary botwoon this distriot and tho Gorakhpur distriot 
of the United Provinoos, On this side alono can thoro be said to 
bo a fixed boundary ; for along tho groator part of tho porimetor 
of tho district, tho mid-stroam of tho Gogui, Gangos and Gandak 
‘forms a constantly changing houndary, aa those groat rivors aro 
perpetually oscillating from sido to sido and necessitating frequont 
‘changes in jurisdiotion, 

Tn shapo, the diatiotresomblos an isosoolos triangle the sides 
of which havo an aggrogato longth of noarly 280 miles. ‘The 
base, which is vory irregular and about 90 miles in longth, lies 
towards tho north-wost ; the sides aro formod, by tho Gandak, 
95 miles long, and by tho Gogr& and tho Ganges, which also have 
‘8 combined length of about 95 miles ; and the apox is formod 
Yy the junction of the Gandak and the Ganges, towards Sonpar 
at the south-east corner, ‘Tho diatxiot forms a wide alluvial plain, 
bounded by great rivers and interseoted hy numerous water- 
channels, whioh flow ina south-eastorly direotion and carry off tho 
drainage of the country. ‘They generally run along lovels higher 
than the adjacent land, which is therefore lisble to inundation 
-whenevor they overtop their banks, Bent these high banks lie 
‘the basing in which the surface drainage primarily collects, to bo 
digohangod int th rivers in their lower teaches. Soh dapressons, 


© W, Hooy, Litte Dy 1. C.8, On the identification of Kesinirle Vaivait ond 
other places mentigned ly the Ghineepitgrint, I, A,B, Bo Vols LXIX 1600, 
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locally known as chaure, cover large arons in the south and sonth- 
coast of the district, 

‘Thero is a very gradual slope from the north-western oomer, 
where Kuchai Kot, the highest point in the district, is 292-51 
feot abovo moan sea-level, to Soupur in its north-eastern comer 
at tho junotion of tho Ganges and Gandak, whore the height is 
only 168:32 fect above son-lovel, giving a difference of 54°19 foot, 
‘Tho slopo is almost impercoptiblo, averaging only 8 inches a mile, 
and tho distriot thus presents the appearance of a level plain 
without hills or natural ominenoes and with hardly any elevation, 
excopt the mounds which mark the sitos of old fortresses or of 
doserted villages. Tt is, however, beautifully wooded, and mango 
groves abound. Thirty years ago it was said that the people 
had a passion fér planting thom, eo much so that the rainfall at 
Chapré was decreasing owing to the number of groves with which 
the town was being surrounded, At presmt, the demand for 
timber on the ons hand and for arable land on the other, and the 
facilities afforded to tbo cultivators of disposing of their rights in 
thom, aro leading gradually to a depletion of theso orchards, 

‘Thoro is little or no wasto land, and the district, which is 
densely populated, has long beon noted for tho high stato of 
its cultivation. ‘Tho wide expanses of low land along tho banks 
of the rivers produco magnificent oold wosther crops, but the 
autumn harvost is rondored procarious by the rivers overflowing 
their banks during the rainy months, when the maize orop is 
approaching maturity, One side of the district is now, how- 
ever, completely protected against flood by the Gandak embank- 
ment; and the Gogra ond railway embankments afford. partial 
protection on the othér, Somo parts still continue liable to be 
submerged, either by the looal rivers and channels directly’ over 
flowing their banks, or by the flood watera of the larger rivers 
forcing their way up them. At the samo timo, it is opon to 
question whethor the girdling of the district with embankments 
would be an unmitigated benefit, both because complete exclusion 
of river water would deprive the land of part of its irrigation 
supply, a8 well as of a fortilizing deposit of silt, and also beoauso 
embankmonts, if not pioroed by a sufficient number of sluioes, 
prevent the water from flowing off, with the xesult that floods 
take longer to subside than they otherwise would. 

Though tho 








depressions and marshes dotted over the country, it may be divided 

into three distinct tracts, viz, the alluvial lowlands adjoining the 

great ritbrs, which aro Hable to be submerged periodically ; the 
a2 


jot prusonts the appecranoo of a level Nataral 
plain, the uniformity of which is broken here and there by the “Ives 
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upland tract, which is remote from their influenco; and tho didra 
Innds in the beds of these rivers, The first two divisions oall for 
nospecial dosoription. ‘They merge imperceptibly into one another, 
and there isno prominent feature to distinguish them, though 
their composition is different, theformer being composed of now 
alluvium, in which sand is found, and tho lattor of old alluvium, 
which in many places contains the nodular limostone known a8 
kankar, Tho didra lands, however, call for a moro dotailod 
description, as they play an important part in the agricultural 
economy and administrative system of tho district, 

‘Tho oreation of thoso diavas or chars, a8 they aro also called, 
is on intoresting example of soil formation, Some back-wator 
‘or ourvo of tho river bed sots up on eddy in the current, which 
thereupon beoomes sufficiently stationary to deposit a portion of 
‘the sand which it holds in solution. Tho lovel of the diara, 
‘which is go for nothing but a heap of sand, thon gradually risos as 
tho water lying stagnant spronds a thin layer of olay and silt over 
the sand ; and this doposit of silt doopons at overy high ood, wntil 
at last tho didra rises above flood-lovel. ‘Tho soil of such a didra 
is extremely forlilo, and grows magniflont orops but if its growth 
is arrested by tho river altering its courso, so that tho flood- 
‘wator does not cover it during tho second stago of its formation, 
it romains sandy and barren. Somo didra lends are the most 
fortilo in tho district, producing fine bhadoi crops botote tho 
river risos and good rubi crops in the oold woather. Other diaras 
again may bo all sand, and the good field of on yoar may bo 
Tuined by a doposit of sand tho next. Cultivation on didras is 
thus often a mero speculation, 

Both riparian and rivor islands aro constantly boing destroyed 
and ro-formod as tho rivers sway from sido to side, now 
eroding the land and now forming it At ono plaoo, the river 
is utting into its bank and washing away villago « sites 
and groves; at another point the shoro is receiving a new 
alluvial deposit to fill up the void left by the receding 
waters. Hero, for instanoo, the Gogri may be encroaching on 
the Saran side, and a little further down it swoops round and 
outs into the Ballia district, now throwing up extensive didras 
and now destroying them, as it tears down and cuts out now 
channels, ‘Theso lands are the subjeot of perpetual dispute ond 











frequent riots entailing litigation, which is of » complex nature, 


owing to the diffoulties of knowing whether tho land is an 
ccretion or a ro-formation in situ and to the absonoo of fixed 
Inndmarks, as tho great rivors every yoar ony on a coat 
process of dostruction and renewal, 





‘Pusan Asenots, 8 
As mentioned above, there are throe groat boundary rivers, the rrvaa 
Ganges, Gandak and Gogri, which aro navigable by largo boats #1, 
all-the year round. ‘Thore is also a network of minor stroams 
flowing into the Gogrit or Ganges, many of which are fed by the 
overflow of the Gandak and dry up in the hot weather. ‘These 
smaller streams, which divido tho disteiot into sovoral fairly well 
marked portions, comprise the Jharahi, Khanwa, Dahi, Gandaki, 
Dhonai, Gangs and Khotsi: the Dubs, Gandak’, Dhanai and 
riso near the Gandak ombankmont, have ‘beon 
utilized for what is known as the Stran. canal system, which will 
odoscribed in Chapter V. Bach of theso principal stroams hes 
Hl numerons small tributaries, whioh, ws a rule, take thefr riso in 
i Jango swamps called jis. ‘Vor the most part, thoy aro mere over- 
flow channols, which reliove tho lowlands of suxplus water in the 
j rains, and at other seasons of the year dry up, leaving stagnant 
pools or marshes in tho deopor portions of thoir beds, : 
Alluvion and diluvion are constantly taking place along tho 
banks of tho Ganges, Goget and Gandak, “One benk of the siver, 
on which tho current strikes, is generally high and ate ai 
the othor is shelving ; but these charuotoristica 
reversed in a short spaco of time. The high nie is is av 
conten away, and tho ourrent then turns to tho opposite side, where 
I ceimilor process is repented, ‘Turther down, largo sand banks form 
i ‘ono your and are swopt away the noxt, and transfers of land to 
and from this ond othor distriots are consequently frequent: ‘Tho 
Gog’ is, throughout its course, proverbial for the number and 
variotios of these changes; and they also ooour, though to a less 
extent, in the Ganges and Gandak, 
‘Tho bods of tho rivers oro gonorally sandy, and tho banks aro 
cultivated as noir to the water's edge as possible. Along the 
; channels of tho larger rivers, there are aften wide expanses of low 
Jand, which are flooded in the xains, but are sown later in the your 
‘with spring crops, which always turn out well, owing to the rich 
i layer of silt annually deposited, In some plaoos during tho dry 
oagon there is often a belt of tamarisk jungle between tho river 
and the oultivated fields, and this is tho first stop in the conversion 
of the sandy riverain into arable soil. 
‘ho following is a brief desoriptiox of the principal rivers, 
‘The Ganges forms the southern houndary of the district from Ganges, 
w fow miles tolow Chapri, where it is joined by the Gogra, 
+ to its confluence with tho Gandak atSonpur. In tho cold weather, 
its width is about ono milo on en. average; Dut in tho mains it 
extends far beyond this limit, and is often 9 or 10 miles broad, 
Great changes have taken place in its course sinoe 1849, when it 
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‘wos surveyed from Patna upwards to its confluence with the Gogra. 
‘Tho maps of that date mark this junotion at a spot half-way 
‘obwoon Manjhi ond Revelganj, somo 13 milos above tho prosont 
point of union, which takes place about 6 miles below Rovelganj. 
‘Thore aro numerous sand banks and islands of considerable sizo 
in the bod and along the banks of the river; but it is usoloss 
‘and hardly possible to dosoribe thoir position, as they often 
isappoar and aro ro-formed on othor sites in suovossive yeurs, As 
rule, tho banks from Sonpur to Chaprt aro high and sbovo 
flood level; but the lowlands which lio behind tho» banks are 
regularly inundated overy your by tho Ganges floods, which force 
their way through the drainago openings in its banks, and 90 
sproading over the inland oountry, fill the largo chaure or marshes 
which aro 90 prominent afoaturo of tho south and south-onst of 
tho distri, ‘Thoro aro forrios at Shorpar, Pantpur and Mahondra 
Ghats, besides a steam ferry running betwoon Pableat @hnt and 
Digha Ghat in tho Patna district in conneotion with tho Bongal 
‘and North-Wostern Railway. 

‘Tho Gogr’ forms the south-wostorn boundary of tho distriot 
from near Ghitepur 5 miles south of Guthnf, to its confluonoe 
with tho Gangos, 6 miles south-east of Ohapri, Its total longth 
in Saran if about 60 miles. ‘Tho principal places on its banks 
ro Rovelganj, ono of tho laxgost trado oontres in tho distriot, 
Daraull, Munjhi, and Domaigerh, whero boats are built and 
Inrgo quantitios of sa’ wood aro gold. Ohapr’, tho administrative 
headquarters of tho district, which formerly overlooked tho 
Ganges, is also now situated close to tho bank of this xiver. ‘Tho 
tongue of land, which forms the oxtremo castor portion of the 
Ballia distriot and soparates thove two great waterways, has pushed 
eastwards some 10 miles during the past half oontury and has 
carried in the samo direction tho conftuenoo of tho rivers to a 
considerable distanco below Ohapri. During tho rains, however, 
the flood waters of both tho Ganges and Glogrt submerge this sandy 
promontory, and direct boat communication betwen Chaprk and 
‘Aarah on the south of the Gangos is tomporaxily ro-established. 

Tn mony plooes tho banks aro high, and olsewhoro there 
aro private embankmonts; but the Gogra, like the Ganges, often 
inundates the country, by forcing its way up the small drainage 
channels. Navigation is easy, ond a large river-bomne trade is 
carried on; river steamers from Patna ply as far as Ajodhys, 
calling at many plaoes and competing with the railways both for 
goods and passenger traflo. Tt is navigable as far as that place 
‘by tho largest boats as wall as by light draught steamers, and as 
for as Nepal by country boats of light and medium capacity. 
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‘Tho namo Gogri, or as it is also called Ghagri, is a corruption: 
of the Sanskrit gharghara, an onomatoposio word descriptive of 
rattling or laughtor, which may be translated as tho gurgling 
river, It is also called tho Sarju or Sarnyu (tho Sarabos of: 
Ptolemy) and tho Dehwa, 

‘Tho Gandak forms the novth-oaster boundary of tho distriot Gandak 
from tho villago of Khargauli to Sonpur, whore it falls into the 
Ganges, o distance in a straight ine of nomly 95 miles, Tt is 
a snow-fod stroam, issuing from the lowor Himilayan hills at 
‘Tribeni Ghat in tho north-west of Ohamptren, but eoon aoquires 
the charactor of a deltaio river, ‘Tho banks aro generally on 
a higher lovel than the adjacont country, a fact which has 
had considerable influence on tho prosperity of Saran, as botore 
tho construction of tho embankment floods used often to overtop 4 
thom inundating largo tracts of laud, It has no tributaries 
in its courso through the plains ; and tho drainage of the country: 
gonerally sots not to it but from it, being conveyed away by 
sovoral channels which orose tho district, and ultimately make 
thoir way into the Ganges. Of all tho mow-fod stroams in this 
part of Bongal, the Gandak pours tho largest volume into the 
Ganges, its flood dischargo being 550,000 oubio foot per sooond, 

‘nd its minimum discharge 6,000 oubio feet por rooond, It is . 
estimatod, howover, that when the (riboni Canal, now under oon 

struction in the Ohampiran distri, is completed, one-third if not 

ono-half of tho wator-supply will be token off, At present, the 

rivor is still navigable by boats drawing 2 to 5 feot of water. Tt 

in woll adapted for down-stroam navigation, but, owing to the . 
rapidity of tho current and tho prosonoe of snags, navigation 

up-stroam is tedious and dangerous. 

‘Thor aro no important river marts on its banks in Saran; tho 

principal ghate or landing-plaoos aro Salimpur, Sattar, Sarangpur, 
Sohtnsi, Sohigpur, Rows, Barwa, Soraiya ond Sompur. ‘Tho 
river is ombankel on both sides throughout its courte from 
‘Trident, whoro it loaves tho hill country, as far as Sonpur, whore 
it flows into the Ganges. At Sonpur if, is spanned by a railway 
bridgo 2,176 foot long, whioh is rogarded as a triumph of enginoer- 
ing skill in oonsequenoo of tho rapidity of the stream when in 
flood and the unstable nature of the river bed. 

‘The Tharabi isos at Manpurt in tho Gorakhpur district and Jhanbi. 
flows into Sixan near Koosl, Aftor passing through pargana ~ 
Kalisnpur Kotri, it forms the wostorn boundary between Strum. 
and tho United Provinces for about 9 miles, and eventually falla 
into the Gogrt near Darauli, after a total course of 62 miles; of » 
which 40 milos aro in this district. Among tho plaoos it passes » 
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axe Husopur, tho formar homo of the Hathwi Rajas, and Makrws, 
but it oqnvays little or no traffo. 

Tho Khanw4 is entirely fod from largo marshos in Gorakhpur, 
‘and forms the boundary botween that district and Saran, from 
within a fow milos from its souroo as fer as Mohanpur, whonoo 
it flows for 10 miles in Stran, It thon re-enters Gorakhpur and 
flows through that distsict to Mnhyd, whoro it again forms tho 
Saron boundary up to Dusnrit, Its total length is 56 miles, and 
it finally falls into tho Gogrt, ‘Tho banks are vory high, and 
exooptiin one or two places, aro not topped hy floods, Its wator is 
‘consequently Little used for irrigation, the lift nocassary being too 
grout, For 12 miles above Kodi Siddht tho stream is novor dry, 
nd boats of 800 maunds burden oan always reach that villago, 

Tho Dwht, slso known as tho Sundi, risos noar tho largo 
village of Kuchai Kot, alittle to tho south of tho Gandak ombank- 
ment; and aftor passing Mixgonj, Sivin, and Andar, flows into 
the Gogré ab Tajpur, about 6 miles to tho north-wost of Minjhi 
police-station, At prosont, its souroo is about 8 milos distant 
from tho Gandak, but prior to tho construction of tho Gandak 
ombankmont it was fod from that river, Its channel, oven in tho 
dry soagon, on bo distinctly traced up to tho embankment moar 
Parmanand Patti ; and as a part of tho Siran irrigation scheme, 
tho connection has boon restored by inserting a sluioo at Siswan 
and allowing tho Gandak waters to entor the old bod. Its stroam 
is, howovor, vory shallow in tho hot wonther, though it is also fod 
by numerous small stroams, In the rains ft risos and falls vory 
rapidly and ocoasionally overflows its banks at several placos, but 
those inundations aro duo to tho flood water of tho Gogrt finding 
its way up and forcing back tho Duh as for as Ohampai, 16 
tiles from the junotion of tho rivers. Navigation is onrriod on 
au fax as Siwan, 81 miles above its oonfluonco with tho Gogrt, 
ut is impeded a good dou by some low bridges. ‘Tho total 
Tongth of tho stream ia 60 miles, but its oourso is very tostuous; 
in this distenco it as a fall of about 0°8 foot per mile. ‘he 
water is utilized for irrigation monly the whole way down to 
Biwin, lifts boing mot with at about every 200 yards in the 
uppor reaches; but as the stream grows broader, they beoome fewar 
in number and ooaso altogother after Siwan, 

‘Tho Gandakt is one of the most important drainage channels 
in the district and also forms part of the Saran omal system, 
1 formerly adits origin ino tof or api channel of 
the Gandak, before tho embankment was made; and 
channel is still visible up to Ketaris, on the 96th milo of ‘te 
embankment, It flows in a south-casterly direotion through the 
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district, taking tho namo of Mahinadi ot Sifalpur, and finally 
falls into the Ganges noar Sonpur; a branch also goes oft west 
of Bitalpur and finds ite way into the Ganges near Ohirind, 
Pho principal plaoes it passes are Gopflganj, the headquarters 
of the subdivision of tho samo namo, Obuki Hasan, Mahnaj- 
gonj, Bonitpar, Nogwa, Garkhi and Sitalpur. Whon the 
Ganges is in food, its backwaters force their way up to Gurkht, 
whero the Rowk Ghit road orosies it by alarge bridge; and 
_ neatly the whole country on its south bank asfax as Dighwirs 
is laid under water, In tho hot weather it runs very 1 
thoro aro springs in its bed, which tho oultivators utilize, by 
throwing up embankments, to retain tho water, ‘The channel is 
generally welldefined and straight, and the people say that, 
aforo tho Gandak embankment was construated, this channel was 
navigable up to the Gandak ; but now boats of 1,000 mounds 
urden oan get no highor than the Garkha bridgo in tho rains, 
Its total length is 90 milos, in which distanco it falls 80 foot, 
equal to a fall of *834 foot por mile, ‘Tho banks arb not tho same 
level :—whero one is high, the othor is low :—and despite embank- 
monts in goveral plaots, it oocasionally overflows. Tt. hus soveral 
foedors, which’ are usod for irrigating rico’ tho principal of thoso 
in the Dhanai, 
‘Tho Dhanai, now ono of tho Stran canalized rivers, bet its poanal 
scuroe at tho 77th milo of the Gondak ombankmént, somo 
10 miles gouth-oast of tho Gandaki; it was formerly oonnested, 
by the Rupanchitp cota or spill channel, with tho Gandak before 
tho oonstruotion of the embankment, Old villagors say that it 
i ‘was thon navigable for boats of 800 or 400 maunds throughout 
ite: entire courte, Tt is now fod from the same ‘source’ through 
sluice called after Rupanohap village. It rune in a south 
westerly Ajroction, and joins tho Gandakt at tho village of 
Parauli, a distanoo of about 60 milos from its source, In the 
} hot woathor it is vory shallow, and wolls are dug in its bod ° 
from 8 to 9 fect below the surface, Dams aro also thrown across 
it in plaoos, and its bed is oultivatod for spring crops, The 
banks aro low, riparian embankments aro fow, and floods 
do much harm, ‘There aro several bridges which impede navi- 
gation, The ayorage fall is one foot per mile, and the couse is 
very tortuous. ‘The principal places on this streant aro Barauli, 
Barhog’ and Basantpur. 

‘Tho Gangzi is also a tributary of the Gandak, and, like it, is Gangs 
connected with the Siron canal system, ‘This stream rises 
noar Bondhauli, on the Gandak embankment, not far from tho 
Bansghat faotory ; and was doubtless fed by the Gandak befots 
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that work was constructed, After flowing 1 short distanoo to the 
west, it turns southwards, and paying Rijpati factory, flows 
on past Mashrak, whero it crosses tho Ohapra and Sattar Ghat 
rond. It finally joins tho Gandaki at Sitalpur, after a course 
of 60 miles. i 

Kats, ‘Tho KhateR or Juthar is a tributary of the Gangri, rising at 
the foot of tho embankment noar Ramkol& faotory, and joining 
the Gandak at Bisumbharpur, In somo pleoos it is embanked, 
hut not so strongly as could bo dosired, Its total longth is 24 
miles, Both this stream and tho Gandaki aro very similar in 
chnraoter to the Dbanai. 

taxi Lake, properly so-called, do not exist in tho Siran district, 

AP uaa, but a vast number of broads and marshes called chaurs may bo 
found aftor tho ccesation of the rains, ‘They contain water till 


well into the cold, and even until the hot weather, and are the® 


homo of innumerable water-fowl. ‘Tho largest, which is known 
as the Hardest chaur, extonds from Sonpur 20 miles along tho 
Gondak ombonkment, and has a breadth varying from 2 to 6 
miles, and a dopth of from 4 to 13 feot. Tt is formod by tho back- 
waters of tho Ganges in flood forcing thoir way up through the 
Gandokior Mihinadi, Its drainago has boon froquently suggested, 
but nover seriously attempted. Anothor longo cfaur ix that meat 
‘Mirzipur, which is 5 to 6 milos long and from 2 to 8 miles broad, 
Other marshos aro to be found near Manjhi, Ekmf, Ghinepur, 
Raghunithpur, Pipro, Dhermangtt and Barauli, ‘Those which 
ry soonest leavo tho ground saturated with moisture for tho 
winter cxops, while in othors, where tho water lies longer, a 
preoatious crop of early xioo is snatched bofore they are again 
covered with asheot of water, A speoial foaturo of such marsh. 
cultivation is tho growth of  lotg-stemmed rico, which keeps 
ppaco in its growth with the rising of tho flood water ; no matter 
how high tho Inttor isos, tho rioo koops abovo tho flood-lovel. 
Growor, ‘Tho distriot is oomporod of Indo-Grangetio alluvium, 
drought down for ages past by tho Gonges and its tributaries 
‘Tho process of land formation “has roughly been as follows. 














During tho rainy sowsori, the Ganges and its tributarios inoroaso  : 


enormously in volume, carrying down vast quantities of ail or 
itd, with the result that they overflow into the adjacent oountry. 
‘When tho water subsides again, tho rivers in their retreat leave 
some of the silt which they have brought with them spread over 
the once flooded land sa thin soil deposit, ‘This proocss has been 
repeated during thousands of years, and the land has thus been 
gradually growing and the eurfaco of tho Iand gradually raised. 
Tn tho older alluvium nodulersogrogations of oarbonats of lime, 
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known as hankar, are found, which are used largely to make lime 
and as road motalling. ‘The soil is in many placos saliferous, and 
3 the extraction of saltpotro has long boen an important industry, 

Nearly the whole of the distriot is under cultivation, and ™™* 

supports a dense population ; 60 close in consequence is the tilth that 

in large arens field is conterminous with ficld, and the cultivated 

nnd abuts so closely on wayside and watercourse as to lave 

no foothold for those species that form roadside hedges and fill the 

woody waste plaocs characteristic of Lower Bengal. ‘The level 

© expanse of tilth is, however, diversified with bamboos, palms and 

mango orchards, or less frequently groves of other trees; in and 

about tho villages themsel yes these groves are often aocompanied by 

a number of tree weeds and somi-spontancous, more or Jess usoful 

bushes and trees, ‘The traots Liable to inundation are mainly oon 

i fined to the banks of the larger rivers, and are there often covered 

with a jungle of roeds and bushes, largely tamarisk, with a fow 

trees. To tho south, however, the river courses widen consider- 

ably in proportion to their streams, and their beds contain little 

or no vegetation. In therains the poworfal current swoops every 

thing away, and at other seasons the shingly or sandy banks are 

too dry to admit of much growth. But old river beds, marshes, 

lakes, arrd such streams as are stagnant or newly s0, except: after 

heavy rain, are almost as completely covered with vegetation as is 

tho land, while even small rivers with a gentle stream abound 
‘with wator-plants.* 

‘Though the district contains no forests, it is well timbered, the 
most conspicuous trees being the mango (Mangifera indica), sina 
(Dalbergia Sissoo), red cotton treo (Bombax malabaricum), and 
tamarind. The village sites are often embedded in groves of tho 
palmyra (Borassus flabellifor) and dato-palm (Pheonix sylvestris), 
‘while the numerous mango orchards are a marked feature of the 
landscape. ‘The surface is highly ouftivated, but the banks of 
streams and patches of waste land are covered by adry serub junglo 
f of shrubs of the order of Haphorbiacem, Butea and other legumin- 

ous trees, and species of Ficus, Sobloichera, Wondlandia ond 
Gmalin. : 

Tho principal troos yielding timber are sist, jaok or Aathar 
(Axtooarpus integrifolia), baba’ (Acacia arabica), mahua (Bassin 
latifolia), sahara (Lerminolia belorioa); sirie (Albizia Lebbek), 
jaman (Bugenia Jambolena), the mango, banyan and red cotton 
‘roe, Among trees and plants yielding dyes are Ausum (Schlei- 
chera trijaga), palds (Buten frondosa), the indigo plant, and the 
pipal (Bious religiosa). The narktt reed is common in marshos 

© D, Prain, Bengal Plants, Calcutta, 1908, 
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to the west of the district and is made into a coarso matting; the 
sirka rood, which grows in drior localities, is used for thatohing 
and for covering carts, An acount of the fruits and vegetables 
of the district will bo found in Chapter V. 

Siran, the most densely populated and closely cultivated distriot 
in the Patna Division, offers fow -altractions to tho sportsman. 
Every available aoro has boon brought under tho plough; and 
the consequence is that thor are fow wild animals to be found. 
Formerly both leopards and tigers wore common, but they have 
now completoly diseppoared ; and though sovoral loopards havo 
eon killed in the district, they woro wanderors from the jungle 
tracts to tho north, ‘The Indian wolf also used to be common, 
but is now confined to the western and northern portions of the * 
district. Isolated specimens of the hy«na and wild dog have 
been found. Jackals abound and are said to oamy off a numbor 
of infants overy your, Itis however impossible to givo statiatios, 
as the rotums showing tho deaths caused by wild animals do not 
distinguish botwoen children carried off by jackals and persons 
dying from their bite, 

‘There aro threo reprosontativos of the Ungulata, viz, nilgat 
(Boselaphus tragooamelus), black buck (Antilope corvicapra) and 
‘wild pig (Sus oristatus), ilgai aro found in hords of os many as 
80 or 40 all along tho hig rivers and for some milos inland. ‘They 
aro very numerous, and as they aro not killed off by tho natives, 
are most destructive to crops, especially poppy. Small herds of 
Black buck are to he found inthe dod}. between the Ganges and 
Gogra south of Chapra; they are not numerous and have poor 
heads, ‘Wild pig are common and aro reported to be increasing 
in numbers. ‘They abound in the low sorub jungle found on tho 
alluvial islands called diaras, and do a groat deal of damage to 
sweet potatoes and sugaroatv. ‘They come in large numbere to 
tho oane fields in the oold weather, and go back to tho diarax when 
the oane is cut. 

Tho chief game birds are quail, snipe and duck. Common 
quail aro very plontifal. They first visit the distriot during 
September and October, but fow aro seon till February and March, 
when they are found in large numbers in suitable cover ; towards 
the middlo and ond of April they disappear. ‘The blue-bronsted 
quail is'rare, but tho blaok-bronsted quail is fairly common, and 
also button quail during tho cold weather, Black partridge are 
fairly common in the junglo fringing the river banks, while 
grey partridge are found in the west and south-west of the district, 
‘Phe lesser florican is a pormanent resident of the district, but is 
rare, hero are: four varieties of muipe, Tho common mipe 
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and jack sufpo are common in the oold weather. ‘The pintail 
snipe is rare, but tho peinted snipe is common for the greater 
prt of the year. It disappears in tho hot weather, and returns 
to brood in the rains, ‘The gray lag gooso is not very common, 
Dut tho bar-headed goose abounds on tho large rivers during the 
oold weather. Ninstoon Kinds of duck havo boon found in the 
district, ‘Tho pink-hoaded duck, large whistling teal, mallard, 
cxeatod teal, bnikal or cluoking teal, ond tho easton whito-oyod 
uok oro tore, Othor variotios aro plentiful, euch as ruddy 
sheldrake or Brihmani duck, whistling teal, cotton teal, spotted 
Dillod duok, gadwall, common teal, widgeon, pintail, blue-winged 
toal, the shovoller, tho rod-crested pochard, the white-ayed duck 
‘and tho tufted duck ; laxgo numbors aro shot in tho cold woather 
‘on suitable jiile, Specimens of the smow (Morgua albollus) and 
tho goosander (Merganser castor) havo also been shot in the 
om 





‘Pho Ganges and its tributaries, the Gogrt and Gandak, contain Fish, 
‘a large number of edible fish, the most valuable of which belong to 
tho onrp family, auch as rahu (Labeo robita) and katld (Ontla buchas 
nani), Hild are also caught in the Gonges during tho rainy 
season os thoy ascond from tho sea, tho hauls, though not #0 
‘as lower down the rivor, being by no moans insignificant 
Dut with this exooption, thoro is not much fishing during the mon- 
soo, ‘Tho fishing season practioally bogins in Ootober with the 
aubsidenco of the floods, and tho busy season is from November to 
‘March, the lagest hauls boing mado in Deoomber, January and 
February, Among.other common varieties may’ bo mentioned 
pivds, baohiea, budrt and anwari, ‘Tho buari is said to bo ono 
of tho largost of tho fish, attaining froquontly a weight of 80 Ibs, 
Tho amedré is a small mullet with flesh of a delicate flavour, 
which moves on tho top of tho water. Crustaceous sh are com- 
mon, and prawns aro caught in large numbers. Porpoisos abound 
in the Ganges, and tortoieos aro also numerous, ‘Tho fish-eating 
alligator (Gavialis Gangotious), called gharial, is plentiful in tho 
threo principal rivers, and is also found in emaller streams in. the 
rains, ‘The mugger or snub-nosed crocodilo is mot nearly 0 
common, being found only in tho larger rivers, ° 
‘Tho most important fisheries are those in the Ganges, Gogri 
and Gandak, those in the formor two rivers being lensed out 
annually by Government ; but thoro aro also valuable fisheries in 
tho deoper swamps dotted over tho district and in some of tho 
Jorger tanks. In one such tank in Chaprt, whore they ean. bo 
caught with rod and Line, itis reported that fish scaling nearly 
80 lbs, sometimes roward tho fisherman’s skill, 
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* Snakes are numerous, the most common being the deadly karait 
‘Bungarus cocrules), the gakuman or cobra (Naia tripudians), and 
tho common water snake called dhamin. 

<The seasons in Stran aro very similar to those of Muzaffarpur, 
being, perhaps, a little hotter. ‘Tho hot woather begins about 
the middle of March, when hot westerly winds, accompanied by 
dust-storms, begin to blow during the day. At night, the wind 
‘comes generally from the east, snd the temperature is compara 
tively cool, being lowered ky occasional thunderstorms; but the 
nights aro extromely hot from the end cf May until th first 
break of the monsoon. In a normal year the rains sot in about 
the third week of June, and continue, with intermissions, tll about 
the end of September or the early part of October. Hore, as 
elsowhore, the month of September is generally the most trying 
season of ‘the year, for the air is damp and steamy, while the 
sun’s rays are extremely strong. The cold weather begins after 
the middle of October, and continues till the beginning of March, 
up to which time the days aro still comparatively cool. ‘This 
season is bracing and agreeable, at least from Novembor till 
Fobroary; for the day temperature is low, tho air is dry, and 
the nights are distinctly cold. 

‘The climate is, on the whole, hot and dry, and though the 
winter months sro delightfully cool, the hest is excessive in 
May and June. Tho memn temperature varios from 62° in 
Tomuary to 89° in May, the mean maximum from 78° in January 
to 100° in April and May, while the mean minimum ranges 
from 60° in January to 79° in June to August, Humidity 
ranges from 57 por cent, of saturation in April to 88 per cent, 
in Angust, 

‘Saran is ove of the driest districts in Bengal, the average 
annual rainfall being only 45:05 inchs. Not only is tho 
rainfall small in amount, but it is frequently ospricious, vary 
ing in the decade ending in 1901 from 24-03 inches in 1896-97 
(the lowest on record) to 64:76 inches in 1899-1900; another year 
of excessive rainfall was 1871, when the fall was over 80 inches 
or nearly double the normal. In ordinary years the monsoon 
breaks in June, which has an average rainfall of 7-95 inches, and 
the maximum monthly fall of 11°77 inches is reached iu July. 
Tho average fall then declines to 10-99 inches in August, to 819 
inches in September and to 2°67 inches in October. From 
November to April fine dry weather prevails, and only a fraction 
of an inch falls monthly. Statistics of the rainfall at the 
different recording stations are given below for the cold weather 
(November to February), the hot weather (March to May), and 
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tho rainy éoagon (Tune to October), tho figures shown boing the 
averages recorded in ech onso. 





























November | March 
Yours Annual 
Seariox. ‘a 
recorded | patary, | ae average, 
CmAPBA ver | 208 au3 
SiWiN 103 | aas 4010 
Goraraans 4a | 80 4698 
Anno so | 170 4802 
Basawroun a7 a4 45090 
Be 129 | 108 4900 
vimana} sae | 346 | mon | ans | 4608, 
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OHAPTER II. 


‘HISTORY 
Banaw, lying on one of the main lines of tho Aryan advarioo, 


ne was probably occupied at an early period by Aryan races, 


reeant 





17 According to a tradition prserved in Veli lteratire, the Videhas 
marched eastwards from tho Saraswati until they ‘reached tho 
fete af he Ganda end wero informad by Agni, tho god of fire, 
that their homo lay to the east of its broad stream, In obedionoa 
to his directions, the Vidohas crossed tho river and founded a 
poworful kingdom on its eastern bank; but it sooms likoly that 
somo of thom settled in Stran, which lay on tho lino of march, 
whilo tho main body orossed tho Gandak. Local logond and tradi. 
tion, at loast, point to tho faot that Sian was originally inhabited 
by aboriginal xnces, who wore subdued or driven out by Aryan 
immigrants, ‘Tho Oheros aro said to havo held the country for 
many conturies, and traces of their ralo aro still pointed out in tho 
grout mounds and fortifications found in different places. ‘Thoso 
aboriginal inhabitants aro belioved to have been subdued by immi« 
grant Rajputs after a oonfict which lasted for hundreds of yours ; 
and tho family xocords of tho Harihobans Rajputs of Haldt in 
tho adjoining distriot of Ballia stato that their forefathers sottled 
at Manjhi on the banks of the Gogrt in this distriot, and after a 


~ protracted struggle conquered the Cheros, who had been lords of 


the country.* 

At the dawn of history Saran appears to have formed the 
eastern limit of the kingdom of Kosala, which probably had tho 
Ganges for its southern boundary end the mountains af Nepal for 
its northern boundary, while on the cast it was separated from 
the territory of Mithils by the Gandek ‘river. ‘This kingdom 
played a prominent part in the history uot the Gangeto valley at 
the time when Buddha was beginning his long ministry, but of 
Saran itself at this period we know nothing. It has, indeed, been 
conjectared that the village of Ohirind marks the site of the 
‘ancient city of Vaisili, which Buddha visited moro than once, 
and that Siwan is identical with Kusinari, the soene of his death ; 

% Winton Oldham, Memoir of the Gidstper District (18700, Pact, p. 65, - 

‘tT. W. Bhys Davids, Buddbist India (1908), p, 25. 
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but these views have not been generally accopted and must be 
ogardod as speoulative.” 

‘There soem to be better grounds for believing that in the Hiven 
seventh oontury A.D, Siran may have formed part of the Stsze 
Kingdom of Ohenchu (@hieipux), of which Hiuen Tsiang has left 
tho following desoription :—" Tho pooplo aro woalthy and pros 
porous; the towns and villages aro close together. ‘Tho soil is rich 
and fertile, and the land is regularly cultivated. The climate is 
soft and temperate, and the manners of the people are pure and 
honest, ‘Tho disposition of the men is naturally fleroo and 
citable ; they are believers both in herstioal and true doctrine, "+ 
‘Hinon Tsiang then proceeds to describe the places he visited in 
this kingdom, and among these there aro three which it has been 
suggested wore situated in Siran, After mentioning Mo-ho-s0-1o, 
which hag beon identified with Mastr in the district of Shababad, 
hho goos on to my that on tho north of tho Gangos thoro was a 
tomplo of Narayan Dova, with balconies and towors wondorfully 
soulptured and ornamented, which contained images wrought of 
‘tone with tho highost art of man, ‘Co the east of this tomplo 
‘was 0 stipa built by Asoka on tho spot where Buddha had 
converted somo dosort demons who fed on human flesh and blood ; 
and to the south-east of this was a ruined stiipa built by a 
Brahman over tho pitcher (kumbha) with which he measured the 
ashes of Buddha into eight oqual portions, oach oquivalent to a 
drona, and divided thom among tho ofght kings of the country, 

Gonoral Gunninghom was of opinion that Hiuon "Psiang must 
have crossed the Ganges above Revelganj, a specially holy spot 
near the confluence of tho Ganges and tho Gogrl, and would 
identify tho Inttor plaoo with tho sito of the tomplo of Narayan 
or Vishnu. As regards the stiipa built by Asoka to commemorate 
tho conversion of the demons of tho dosert, ho oosidéred that 
the monument must have been called the Sarana stiipa or Asylum 
stiipa, because tho demons embraced Buddhism, or as it was 
expressed by tho anciont Buddhists, sought refuge or asylam 
of the Three Procious Onos, i. of the Buddhist Triad, Buddha, 
Dharma and Sangha, The Drona stiipa, ho says, was also oalled. 
the Kumbha: stifipa as it was erected over the kumbha or measuring 
vessel, and the village of Dighwird, 17 miles south-onst of 
Ohaprt, has the samo signiflostion and oooupiesthe same position as 
this famous stipa.t Mr. Onrlloyle followed General Cunningham 














#W. Hoey, Tdonifcation of Kusinard, Vain and other places, J. A. 8. By 
Val, LXIX, 1800, 
$5, Ben, Buddhist Records of the Western World (1884), Vol. 1, p. 62, 
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in placing the temple of Narayan in this district, but conjectured 
‘that it was at a village oalled Narayanpur, whioh has boon washed. 
away by the Gangos. ‘Tho Asylum stipa, he added, might possibly 
have beon on an island in the Gogra, whioh has also boon washed 
away ; but he suggested that it might vory likely have been ab 
Godnt, close to Revelganj, and that the site of the Kumbha stiipa 
should be locked for among tho mounds of anciont ruins nt 
Ghinind.* Those attempts to identify the sites mentioned by 
Hiven Tsiang must bo sogardod as nt lonst speculative ; and it 
should be mentioned that Goneral Qunningham subsequently 
abandoned the thoory that the Asylum stiipa was erected in thie 
istrict and looated its site at Axrah, the headquarters of the 
Aistriot of Shahabad.t 
Dighwi Tho arliost authentio monument found in Stran is an 
Dabeull imgoribed copper plate discovered at the villago of Dighwa 
Dubouli, about 84 miles north-east of Ohapra, This oppor plate 
records the grant of a village called Paniynka in tho Srivasti 
country by Mahivijt Mahondrapila in ordor to inoreaso tho 
religious merits of his paron(s, ‘Tho dato of this grant or chartor 
has boon fixed by Dr, Floot at 761-62 A.D., and Mahondrapala, 
in his opinion, was ono of a lino of Mahtrajils, whoso onpital was 
‘at Sritvasti or Bonfres, and whose kingdom oxtondod from ‘ 
Beniiros on tho south to Srivasti on the north and from Allahabad 
‘on tho wost to the Siran district on tho eust.t 
Moxaxe In the boginning of tho 18th oontury the tide of Muhame 
rari*  madan conquest swept over Bihir ; and between 1211 and 1226 
the Governor of Bongal, Ghits-ud-din Iwax, oarriod his arms into 
tho territory of the Raja of Tihut, which had never bofore been 
Benge! gubdued by the Mubammadan arms, and oompolled him to pay 
Sultin, tribute. ‘There is howover no light on tho history of this 
distriot till tho close of that oontury, when Nasir-ud-dim Bughrt 
hin, the aon of tho Emporor Ghits-ud-din Balbon, was king 
of Bongal,—n woak ruler, into whose torritories the Emporor of 
Delhi was in tho habit of sending ship-loads of any daooita 
he cought and there letting them loose. On tho death of the 
Emperor Balban, Nasir-ud-din’s son, Muiz-ud-din Kaikobad, was 
raised to tho throno; and in 1288 Nasir-ud-din marched against 
hhim to enforeo hia own claims and advanood as far as tho banks 
of tho Gogr in Sarkar Siran. Hero ho was mot hy his son at 
tho head of tho imperial forces, and somo lengthy negotiations 
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ensued, Of those’ there is a picturesque nooount in the Mubam 
madan historians, trom whom we lear that it was the hottodt 
time, of the year, so that “from exoossive hont the soldi 
foamed at the mouth.” ‘Tho upshot, howover, was that father 
and son were reconciled, tho former waiving his olaims to the 
ompiro of Delhi and boing pormitted to rotain Bengal as an 
 indopondent kingdom. ‘Tho woak Nusir-ud-din thereupon to- 
turned to his own. camp, weoping and orying, fastod all day, and 
thon marched back to his kingdom.t 
\_Jn tho middle of tho 14th oontury Siran must have asknow 
edged tho suzerainty of Ilyis Shi, the frst independont Sultin 
of Bongal (1845-58), who invaded and ravaged Tirhut, harried 
tho frontior of tho Delhi empire, and built) a fortress at Haji- 
pur to consolidate his conquests. ‘The Gogri now formed tho 
‘boundary betwoon the territory of the kings of Bengal and the 
omperors of Delhi, but this outlying portion of the dominions of 
tho former apponrs to have boon wrosted from thom in 1807 
by tho kings of Jaunpur, who ruled over it for another oontary. 
Tt was thon apparontly won back by Husain Shih, king of 
Bengal (1498-1618), who, from inscriptions found at Chirind in 
this distriot ond at other places, would appear to have established 
his powor over the whole of North Bihis.t It was, however, 
coded by him in 1499 to tho Emporor Sikandar Lods, who 
advanced upon Bihtr aftor subduing Jeunpar, and conduded 
a troaty at Birh, tho torms of which wore that tho Emperor 
should hold Bihar, Tirhut and Sartar Saran, and all tho 
other countries ho had subdued, provided he did not invads 
Beagle) 

Tt is noticeable that up to this timo the Muhammadana cannot 
havo exoroised any effective control over this part of their 
territory, for we find Forishta montioning that when Sikandar 
Lodi reduood Sixan district, it was in tho hands of Hindu zamin- 
izsll Tn order to break down their power, tho Emperor gavo 
tho land in jagir to sovoral of his officers; and according to tho 
aooount left in the Wakiati-Mushtiki, Minn Husain Fermult 
was the jijgirdar of Stran and Obimptran, which were called 
dalkhet or the field of water, This chief was a notable champion 

© Riylizxu-s-Salitin, tronslated by Maulvi Abdus falim (Calentta, 1904), 
‘pp. 88-89. 
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of Islam, for wo are assured that he had taken no less than 20,000 
‘villages from the infidels besides those comprising his Jagir.* 

The treaty betwoen Husain Shih and Sikandar Todi was not 
Jong observed, for Nasrat Shih, tho eldest and’ most capable 
of tho sons of Husain Shih, invaded Tishut, extended his 
futhority ovor this district, and oven across the Gogrt into the 
Ballin district, whore an inscription shows that a mosque 
noar Sikandrapur was built during his reign, Ho soon oamo 
into conflict, however, with tho Emporor Babar, who himsolt 
marched info Bihar at tho hond of a large army to roduoo the 
rebellions Afghin chiofs (1620). When halting at Arrah, tho 
Emperor learnt that the army of Kharla was encamped near the 
junotion of the Gangos and the Sara, i., tho Gogrt, on the fuxthor 
fide of tho latter river, whore thoy had collectad 100 or 150, 
vossols:—Kharid, Sir H, Hlliot explains, inoluded the country on 
both sides of the Gogra near Sikandrapur and thenco on its left 
bank down to tho Gangos. Bubar rogarded this as a hostile 
Aomonstration on tho part of the king of Bongal, with whom ho 
‘was at ponoo, and insistod on tho withdrawal of his army and fleot, 
‘Pho warning was disrogarded, and Babar mado a simultenoous 
attack on tho enemy with six difforont detachments, orossing the 
Ganges on tho south from Shrhibed and tho Gogrt on the 
north from Stren, ‘The Afghins wero complotely dofoatod and 
dislodged from thelr position; and tho attack made by tho Bengal 
floot and army was repulsed. 

Babar gives a graphio nooount of the battle both by land and 
water, and portionlasly of tho fight on tho Gogri, Ho sooms to 
have fully approcinted the uso of artillery ; he tolls us his own 
batteries included onnnon, Firinght piooos and swivels; and he 
carefully watohed tho Bongal artillerymon and thoir mothods, 
“Tho Bengalis,” ho solomnly “assures us, “aro famous for their 
skill in axtillory, and on this oocasion wo had good opportunity 
of observing thom; but they do not direct their fire against 
particular points, but discharge at random.” ‘The day after the 
battle Babar halted at a village oalled “Gandneh in the pargana 
af Nishan to the nov of the Bara” ox Gogs, de, premmabiy 
the prosent village of Guthni near the river's bank. Hero ho 
received Shih Muhammad Maruf, on whom ho had bestowed tho 
country of Saran, as he had conducted himeclt to Bubar's satis- 
faction on several oooasions, having twioo engaged his fathor, 
efeatod and takon him, After staying for some timo here Babar 
marched to a villago called Chouparsh, which sooms clearly 
to bo the modern Chaprs, Hero he gives an amusing nocount 
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of a storm which took place on the 26th May. “The douds of 
the rainy season broke, and there was suddenly such a tempest, 
and the wind rose so high, that most of the tents were blown 
down. I was writing in tho middle of my pavilion, and so 
suddenly did the sform come on, that I had not time to gather 
up my papers and the loose sheets that were written, before it 
Blew down the pevilion, with the scrom that surrounded it, on 
my head. ‘The top of the pavilion was blown to pieces, but God 
preserved me. I suffered no injury. The books and shoots of 
Paper were drenched and wet, but were gathered again with much 
trouble, folded in woollen cloth, end placed under a bed, over 
which carpets were thrown. The storm absted in two gharit, 
‘We contrived to get up the foshat-kidua tent, lighted « eandle 
with much diffioulty, kindled fre, and did not sleep till morning, 
“being busily employed all the while in drying the leaves and 
papers.” After this, Babar left Siran, and marched along the 
Tanks of the Gogrs towards Oudh, having first confirmed the 
grant of Siren to Shah Muhommad Maruf* 
About half o century after this Stran was findlly amelger Akbir’s . 
mated with the Mughal empire, after Akbar had defeated ‘the Cm™t+ 
Afghfns under the Bengal king, Dad Khan, and ooptured Patna 
in 1574, In this district an Afghin chief, Kabul Muhammad 
of Barharig, is said to have been one of Daud Khin’s portisans; 
but ho was slain and his citadel taken by Jubr8j Sahi, one of the 
eorly rulers of the Hathwa Raj, who wrested pargana Sipah 
from him and then retained it as a grant from Alber. Saran 
now became a part of Bihar under the direot control of a Gover- 
nor; in the Ain-i-Akberi it was trested as one of the six 
Sarkars forming the Sabah or Province of Bibar ; and in 1582 
it was assessed to revenue by Akbar’s Finanos Minister, Todar 
Mal. 














Siren doss not again come into prominenco until the dosing: 
days of Muhammadan role, when the European merchsnt edven- 
turers made settlements in the district. Tavernier in his desorip- 
tion of Patna, which he visited with Bernier in 1666, says— 
“The Holland Company have e house there, by reason of their 
trade in saltpetre, which they refine at @ great town called Chou 
par (Ohaprs). Coming to Petna, wo met the Hollanders in the 
street returning from Ohoapar, who stopped our coaches to salute 
us. We did not part till we had emptied two bottles of Shirss 
wine in the open strect, which is not taken notice of in thet 
country, where people mect with sn entire freedom without any 
ceremony.” In another part of his Travels he gives a fuller 

‘*W. Erskine, Memoirs of Babar, 1826, 
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account of this Dutch settlement. “The Dutch,” ho states, “have 
established a dopdt at Cheprt; and tho saltpetre being refined 
‘thore, thoy sond it by river to Hooghly. . They imported boilers 
frori. Holland, and employed refiners to rofine the saltpetre for thom 
solvas;; but havo not suoceedod, booauso tho péoplo of the countxy, 
socing that the Dutch wished to doprive thom of the profits of 
refining, would not supply them any longer with whoy, without 
the, aid of which the sultpetro ownnot be bleached, for it is worth 
nothing at all, if it is not vory white and vory transparent.” 
Tho Lnglish also wore attracted to Ohapr’ about this time by 
‘the trade in saltpetre, which was in groat demand for the manu. 
facture of gunpowder; but this trade must havo boon subject to 
‘interruption, for in 1711 the Counoil at Fort William learnt from 
the" Agent at tho Patna faotory that a formidable rebel had plime 
dered Chaprt, end when tho Nawab sont a foroo of 2,000 men 
against the marandors, “ they flod, setting fro to all bafore thom, 
+ amongst tho rest our poter godowns, by which tis feared wo shall. 
lose about 500 maunds.””* 
Laut days. Subsoquently, in 1726, Fakhr-nd-daula, the Newab or Governor 
Siu. of BihRr, sont another foroo into Siran against Sheikh Abdulla, 
madan who according to the Sair-ul-Mutikharin, “was a man of conso- 
rales” quenoo, who seemed to be the main hingo of all tho Government 
Dusiness in the provinoo, for ho had boon for a length of time 
always employed by every Governor, eithor as his deputy, or as a 
general farmer of the rovenue, He had oonnoctions with almost 
all tho somindtrs, was greatly rospooted by every one of them, 
and had acquired the good-will of the troops, as well as of every 
individual in the province, where ho was universally respected, 
Fakhr-ud-daula, incited by a senso of joalousy, sot up soveral 
chioanos against him, and he made him so uneasy, that the other 
thought it expedient to quit his house at Azimmbid (Patna) and 
repair to tho other sido of the Ganges, where he had built a mud 
fort about the town of Siwin, The Goveenor, not sntisfled with 
this retreat, crossed the river after him, and besiog 
tho. stid castle. Tho man,, redwood to oxtromities, applied. to 
Saldat. Khin, Governor of Oudh, his next. neighbour, to whoo: 
hho exposed his situation with the subject of the difference ; and on 
his being sont for by him, ho sallied out of the fort, farood bravely 
his passago through Fakhr-ud-daula’s oamp, and offocted his retroat 
ty avalorous action, in which he eluded Fakhr-ud-daula’s inimionl 
Aesigns, and proved himself soldier as well a8 a finanoiex.t” 
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‘The British do not appear to have made any demonstration in Eyre 
foros until 1767, whon a small army under Eyre Coots cams into ts 
Saran in pursuit of Monsiour Law, who had espoused the causo of tion. 
Siraj-ud-daula, ‘This detachment crossed over from the south of 
the Ganges, the passage taking them 8 days, owing to difficulties: 
in obtaining ferry boats; and reached hap’ on the 4th August 
only to leam that Law had alrendy reached Benires. Hyro 
Goote then held a council of war, at which it was resolved that 
they should return to Patna, beoauso they had no boats by which 
to convey the troops by xiver, while the roads were impassable, 
tho country being under water, and also because they were afraid 
that the Nawab of Ondh, Shuji-ud-deula, whose territory lay on 
the other side of the Gogra, would rogard an advanco as a casus 
belli, Other strong reasons against e further advance were that 
sickness had broken out among the men, which tho Surgeon 
attributed to tho soil being impregnated with saltpetro, and last, 
but not least, that the arrack brought for the use of the scldiers 
was finished and they could get no fresh supply. Tho force 
accordingly returned to Patna, and thus ended an expedition, 
which, aocording to Broome, “must always be regarded as an ¢ 
extraordinary instanoo of military hardihood. and perseverance: 

‘a mero handful of troops pureuing an enemy, little inferior in 
numbers and equipment, for nearly 400 miles, through a country 
almost unknown, and cither sooretly or openly hostile, with 
continued obstacles and difficulties occurring at every step, and 

this too at tho most unhealthy and trying season of the year.*” 

‘Tho next time that a British force appoared in the district, it matte ot 
met with a disastrous defeat. This as in 1763, after Hllis, the MA0db 
Agent at Paina, thinking that war with Mir Kasim Alt was 
inevitable had mado an ill-advised attempt to seizo the city, 
Some troops of the Nawab having come up, the English were 
driven back into the factory, and then, as their provisions began 

* to run short and their position was untenable, they resolved. to 
tay and find sheltor in tho territory of the Nawab of Oudh, 
They accordingly crossed the Ganges during. tho night of the 
29th June, and commenced their march towards Chapra. The 
tins, however, -had now sot in with great violence, the whole 
country was under water, and the detachment was destitute 
of provisions and ill-supplied with ammunition. To add to 
their distress, they were harassed by the enemy, who speodily . 
followed in pursuit; the inhebitants rose against thém and. a 
strong foree under the command of Somru crossed from Buxar to 
iniferospé (heii fotreat,” “Notwithstanding these difiaties, they- 

AX, Broome, History of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army, 1860, 20.51 
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fought their way as far as Minjhi, whore they wore surrounded 

by tho onomy under Somra and Rim Nidi, Faujdar of Saran, 

whom the author of the Sair-ulMutakhorin describes as on 

ungrateful Bengoli. Here, on tho ist July, Captain Carstairs 

drow out his shattered foros to meot the attack; and though 

handicapped by want of guns and ammunition, offored a brief but 

ineffootual rosistonoo, Ono battalion charged with fixed bayonots 

and compelled tho enemy to give ground; but the Huropoans, 

worn out with fatigue ond want of nourishmont, rofused to 

follow them; and eventually the whole foros laid dowa their 

‘arms and surrendered. Many of the sopoys took service with Mir 

Kiisim AM, ond tho remainder ware released after being stripped 

of their equipment ; come of the foreigners among the Europeans 

Alo entered tho onemy’s xanks; but with the exooption of a fow 

who managed: to esoape, all the English officers, soldiers and 

servants of the Company were carried off to Patna, whore they 

‘wore afterwards cruelly massucred,* 

‘Tho conquest of Saran by tho British took ylaoo in 1764, 

after Shuja-ud-daula had boon driven baok from Patna by Major 

© Carnao, It was then determined to follow up this blow by 

marching a detachment though Sian into G@htzipur, and a foro 

was accordingly sont aoross the Ganges under tho command of 

Major Ohampion. On tho &nd of Juno this fore orosted tho 

Ganges and marched through Saran, which, according to Broome, 

they reduced to completo subjection, until thoy ronchod the banks 

of tho Gogrt, Horo they were joined by anothor battalion, 

which had been sent from Patna to reinforoo thom; but the 

rainy soason haying sot in, they wore compelled to oncamp, 

ono battalion halting at Manjhi, while two moro battalions were 
cantoned at Oheprit, whore they erected temporary barracks, 

Muiny of | In September a serous mutiny Ioke out among the troops, 

" tho fin rising taking place at Manjhi, where Captain Cralliea’s 

battalion, the oldest oorps in tho service, was stationed, Instigated 

by somo of tho native officers, they assembled on parade, and 

declared their intention of serving no longer, alleging that somo 

promisos made to them had boon broken. ‘They then imprisonod 

Captain Abmuty and the other Europesn officors end sergeants ; 

but on the following day released them all, and let them prooood 

‘unmolested to Chapri. ‘Those insubordinato proooedings appear 

rather to have resembled the cbullition of tempor displayed by 

apoiled children than any concerted plan of mutiny, No intention 

to dosert or join the enemy was manifested, and tho sopoys 
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remained quietly encamped ‘at MEnjhi, without sny apparent 
definite we : f 

On the arrival of the offioors at Ohapr8, an express was imme- 
diately sent off to Major Heotor Munro; and Oaptain Wemyss, 
who was in command, marched at once to Ménjhi with the 
Marines and tho 6th Battalion, After two days’ fatiguing marsh, 
tho whole country boing under wator, this detachment reached 
‘Minjhi at daybreak, Here they found the mutineers bivouaoked 
ina mango topo, which, owing to the heavy roin that had fallen, 
was oompletely surrounded by water. Ceptain Wemyss drow up 
his detachnrent facing them, and the mutineers being taken by 
surprise, and probably without any recognized leader, agreed to 
surrender, Rafts were immedintely constructed, and the whole 
battalion were made prisoners, deprived of their arms, and marched 
to Obaprs. 

‘Horo they were met by Hector Munro, who had hurried up 
from Bankipore with the gronadiers of the European Battalion, 
Having paraded tho troops, he ordered Captain Ahmuty to piok. 
out fifty of the ring-leaders ; and from these he selected 24 men, 
whom he ordered to bo triod at once by a drum-hoad Court 
Martiel, oompored of native officers, ‘This Court Martial found 
the 24 sepoys guilty and santenoed them to be blown away from 
the gun. Munro accepted their verdict and ordered four of the 
prisoners to be tied to the guns, whereupon four grenadiers 
immediately stepped forward and claimed the right of precedenos, 
as they liad always oooupied the post of honour in the field. “Their 
request was complied with, the battalion mon were untied, and the 
four grenadiers tied up and blown away, ‘This was followed by, 
sixteen more of the mutineers being blown away from the guns, 
all of them marching ‘boldly up snd awaiting the fatal signal 
unmoved; the remaining four wore subsequently exeouted in a 
similar manner at Manor in the presenoo of two battalions which 
hed recently ovinood a mutinous spirit. Captain William’, who 
vwas present with the Marines, says that. there was not a dry eyo 
among them, though they had long been accustomed to hard 
service, and two of them had actually taken part in the shooting 
of Admiral Byng, The account of the firm stoicism of tho 
condenmued sepoys is also confirmed by the wuthor of the Sair-ul- 
‘Mutikherin, who says that e Brahman, who was ono of tho men 
sentenced to death, asked for some moments’ delay to perform his 
devotions. Having obtained his request, he prayed to the sun, 

took a little olay from the ground, rubbed his forehead and fa00 
‘and then marched up to the gun and submitted quietly 
. ‘This well-timed display of resolution and soverity 
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effectually and complotely supprossed tho spirit of insubordination 
that had been so long existing in the native army.* 

. After this, the British remained in occupation of tho dis- 
trict, and in Ootobor 1764 the battle of Buxar sooured to’ them 
tho possession of tho Lower Provinoos of Bengal, In 1766 
Lord Olivo himsslf came to Chapr’, sovompanied by General 
Carnac, after suppressing what is known as the White Mutiny. 
Here he was met by Shuja-ud-daula, Nawab Visior of Oudh, by 
Muair-ud-deula, tho minister of the Emporor Shih Alam, and by 
Raja Balwant Singh of Bentros; and a conference was hold at 
which w treaty was entored into by the contracting parties for 
thoir mutual defence against the Martthis, According to the 
Soir-ul-Mutikharin, after signing the conventions, “ thoso nohle 
Pertonages exchanged entertainments and curious and costly 
presents, and the Vizier having been entertained with a mock 
battle among the European soldiers, who managed their guns 
and muskets with an amazing quicknoss and colerity, made thom 
a present of Rs. 1,000 and returned to his oapital.” 

‘Tho onrly days of British administration wero troubled ones, 
owing to the rebellion of Mahfraji Fatoh Sthi of Husopur, 
Fatch Suhi was dosoonded from a line of scmisindepondent obiefs 
‘who bad long exorcised great power in Stran ; nnd his immodinte 
prodeceseor, Serdar Sthi, had demolished tho fort of Majhauli 
‘and compelled its Raja to agree not to go about with flags and 
Arume, the onsigns of Rajiship, until he had rotaken them by 
foroe from the Rajas of Husepur. A kinsman of the powerful 
Balwant Singh, ho obafod again tho British rulo, refused towpay 
revenue, resisted the troops sont against him, and was with much 
Aiffoulty expelled from Husopur. Husopur, which appears to 
have been conterminous with the prosent ‘subdivisions of Siwin 
and Gopilganj, was, then farmed out to one Gobind Ram; but 
Fateh fabs who had retired at Iargo tract of forest, called 
Bagh Joginf, lying between pur and Stran and adjoini 
the levrtey ner the Visier of Oudh, took every opportunity te 
make raids into the district, to plunder tho villages, and to stop: 
the.colléotions of revenue, ‘The. unsettled stato of the country,. 
hin. onsy access to the territories of an independent prince, where 
Biitish troops were unable to pursue him, and tho impenetrable 
forest which surrounded his retreat, the collusion of the agents of 
the Vizier of Oudh, and above all, the attachment of thé people 
to their expelled Raja and their dislike of a Government farmer, 
all contributed to. favour his designs; and he kept the country im 
w state of terror. and the British authoritios constantly on the 

Tk, Brtome; History of the Hire and Progren of the Bengal army, A660, 
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alert. In 1772, Gobind Ram, the Government farmer, was put 
to doath in one of theso raids, and the rovenue collections having 
como to a’ standstill, the Collector of Sarkar Siran recommended 
that Patch Sai should bo induced to oome in on the promise of 
an allowance being made him by Government. ‘This proposal was 
accepted ; Gobind Rim’s murder was forgiven on Fateh Sthi's 
solemnly denying any knowledge of the transaction ; and Fateh 
Sahi oamo to Patna, and promised to romain quietly with his 
family st Hrsopur, His torbulent disposition did not allow him 
to romain long quiet, however, and within two months ho broke 
his promiso and ono more booame a border froe-booter. 

At this timo Hnsopur was under tho charge of one Mir 
Tomdl, who was styled Superintondent of Government Revenue; 
and after being under tho direct management of Government 
for « yosr, it was let out in farm to Besant Sthi, s cousin of 
Fateh Sthi, on tho security of Raji Ohoit Singh of Bentres, 
In 1776: both Basant Sthi end Mir Jamil wore killed in a 
night attack by Fath Sthi at JRdopux, « short distanco from 

. Husopur ; and Patoh Sahi eluded tho purnuit of two companies 
of sopoys under Lioutonont Erskine, which were in tho moigh- 
‘bourhood, and escaped with his booty to his forest fastnoss, 
Basant Sthi's head, it is said, was out off and sont to his widow, 
‘who asoonded a funoral pyro with it in hor lap and beoamo a sats, 
In dying, sho pronounced a torrible curse on any of her detcon 
ants who should partake of any food with Patch Sthi or any 
cof his raoo; to this day, it is said, tho Mahirajis of Hathw& have 
religiously refrained from touching food or drinking oven a drop 
cof water, while travelling through that port of the Gorakhpur 
distziot which is: tho proporty of the Rajis of Tamkiihi, the: 
dovoondants of Fatoh Sabi. 

‘Tho Provincial Council at Patna wero now in dospair of 
capturing tho rebel chief, Ho had under him a trained body of 
horsomon and matchlookmen tho numbers of his followers had’ 
been swollen by crowds of fakire and banditti ; and Lioutenant 
Brakino roported that there were so many entrances to his jungle. 

* yotreat that it would take at least a battalion of sepoys to blook 
thom up and pursue him with any prospect of success. ‘Tie 
Council, accordingly, wrote to Warron Hastings, urging thet a 
‘Fateh Sahi had faken shelter in the dominions of the Nawab of 
Oudh, the latter should bo asked to assist the British troops. 
This was done, and a body of sepoys under Lieutenant Hardingo 
was sent in pursuit of Fatoh Sthi. ‘The expedition ;oame to 
nothing, as. Saiyid Muhammad, the Fanjdar of Gorakhpur, 
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‘was in collusion with Fatsh Sthi, and refused to deliver 
an attack, though he was induced to march within 150 
yards of the xebel’s entrenchments, The troops wore then 
‘marched baok to their hondquartors at Baragton, or Line Bazar 
‘as it was also called from being a cantonment of the company’s 
troops; and a roward of Rs. 10,000 was offered to any one who 
would arrest him, All efforts to soize him ended, however, in 
equal failure, though troops scoured the oountry-side from time 
to time, ‘Tho outlaw remained at largo, laying the whole 
borderland under contribution, and such was tho terror ho 
fnspired thet tho looal authorities were afraid to grant his lands 
to Mahosh Datt Sahi, his nophow and tho son of Basant Sabi, 
Jest he should suffer the fato of his father and the revenue 
administration become still more disorganized, Attor the death 
of Mahesh Datt Sthi, tho estate was restored, in 1791, to. his 
infant son, Chhattardhiri Singh ; and in 1808 Fateh Sahi, whose 
powers for mischiot wero gradually curtailed as a moro sottlod 
administration was introduced , clorod his turbulent ouroor by 

hoooming a fanir.* ; 
ra "The only othor notable event in the history of Siran was tho 
er iesr, Mutiny of 1857, All was quiot till tho end of July, largely 
owing to tho bold policy pursued by Mnjor Holmes, the Com 
mandant of the 12th Iregular Cavalry at Sugauli, who firmly 
repressed disaffootion, and, on his own authority, doolared martial 
Jaw. ‘This order was cancelled as soon as Government learnt 
of it, but in the moantimo it had boon effectual in preventing 
any ‘outbreak, On tho 26th July tho rogimont mutinied, 
savagely murdered Major Holmos and their officers, and thon 
™ miarohed off to Asamgarh, attacking on the way the houses of 
Messrs. Lynch and MoDonell, the Deputy Magistrate and Sub- 
Deputy Opium Agent at Siwiin, who narrowly osoaped with 
their lives. On hearing of this outbresk, the Huropoan residents, 
being unable to defend the station, left Ohapra on tho 28th July, 
and took refuge at Dinaporo ; but thoy roturned on the 12th 
to find everything ina tranquil and orderly stato, with 
tho jail and treasury untouched, and the detachment of a/tbs 
still loyal, order having beon preserved during their absence by a 
Muhammadan gentleman named Kast Remain Ali, Outside the 
headquarters station, howover, tho county was seriously threatened, 
by the ovoupation of Gorakhpur by the rebels under Muhammad 
Husain, who hed declared himself its Ojakadar under the king 
of,Oudh ; and in Ootober one party. of 500 men entered tho 
district and plundered two factories, ono near Darauli bolonging 
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to d native, Babu Ram, and thé other at Gangus to Mr. MoLeod, 
whose assistants had barely timo to escape, Aftor this, special 
moastres had to bo taken for the defonos of the district ; and a 
Gurkha rogimont together with Captain Sotheby's Naval Brigade 
boing stationed at Siwain, tho rebels fell back, and the Sonpur 
fair wos held as usual and pasiod off quietly, 

Subsequently, in Deoomber 1857, another small, body of rebels 
crossed from Gorakhpur and attacked the outpost of Guthni, 
which was held by a detachment of 55 Sikhs, who, thinking alarge 
foroo wero on thom, fled without offering any resistance, Reinforoo- 
ments from tho Grurkhas and Naval Brigade wore promptly sent 
tup, but boforo their arrival tho enemy nd essped across tho 
river after burning the Sikh lines, Towards the olose of this 
month Jang Bahidur arrived, with » Nepalese amy, and on tho 
26th Decomber Colonel Roworoft, with a foroo of less than 1,000 
mon, defeated a foroo of not less than 6,000 or 7,000 rebels at 
Sohanpur on the Gorakhpur frontier ; while a successful fight took 
placo on the same day at Sthibganj, 5 miles from Pipra, between 
two rogimonta sont out by Jang Bahidur and a party of rebels, 
‘These successes had the effect of clearing the districts of the Patna 
Division north of tho Gangos; and attor this, though Chaprs was 
sovoral timos threatenod, thero was no real dangor for some time, 
‘A foroo of sailors and Sikhs was posted at Ohapri; a levy. of 200 
men was raised and organized by Mr. McDonell, the Sub-Deputy 
Opium Agent at Siwin, while two armed steamers, tho Jumna 
and Meghna, cruised in the Gangos and Gogrs, 

In April 1858 thore wero gravo apprehensions thatKuar Singh 
might advance on this distriot; and ones, when an incursion 
‘soomod imminent, the ladies, and treasure amounting to 6 lakhs, 
‘wore sont to Dinapore, whilo tho residents sot to work to fortity 
the house of the Rijs of Hathwi, ‘Theso fours wore notunnatural, 
fas it was estimated that as many as 10,000 sopoys were 
natives of Saran. It was wellknown that the treastry of the 
Raji contained property to tho valuo of a crore of rupeos, which 
might woll tempt them to make a dash into Sarum ” 
somarked the Lioutenant-Governor, “should we, in. tho ‘event of 
‘any attempts on the place, have boon able to render the slightest 
assistance to this loyal family, which had stood firmly by ue during 
the whole disturbances.” No attack, however, was made by 
any large force, though the district was infested by scattered 
bonds of mutineors, One such party delivered a night attack 
on Captain Miles’ outpost at Itwa' but were repulsed by the 
Siwin levy and a few Sikhs; anda few doys later Captain 
Miles retaliated by attacking hom ata place celled’ Labeji and 
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rove thom in rout before him, After this, tho rebels not finding 
the support and sympathy they expeoted, left the district in pence, 

‘This sketch of the course of the Mutiny in Stran would be 
inoomploto without a mention of the District Magistrate, Mx, 
Frasor MoDonell, ‘When tho European residents left Capri at 
the ond of July 1857 and took refuge in Dinaporo, Mr. MoDonell. 
acizod tho opportunity to voluntoer for the expodition which 
started undor the command of Gaptain Dunbar for the relief of 
Asrah, As is woll known, this expodition ended in nm disnstrous 
failure, ‘The troops fol into ‘an ambuscado; tho survivors foll baok 
in uttor rout; and it was at this jumotare that Mr, MoDonoll distine 

od himself. To quoto from the account given in Sir John 
‘Kaye's History of tho Sopoy War :—* Disastrous as was the rotront, 
it was not all disgreooful, Individual acts of heroism saved tho 
honour of the British charactor. ‘Two voluntoors, Mx. McDonell 
and Mr, Ross Manglos, of tho Civil Service, besides doing 
oxcollent sorvico on the march, mado thomsolves romarkablo by 
acts of conspiowous daring, ‘Tho former, though wounded, was one 
of tho last mon to ontor tho boats. ‘Tho insurgents had talon tho 
‘onrs of his bout and had lashod tho rudder, 0 that though tho 
wind was favourablo for rotroat, tho ourront oarxied tho boat baok 
to tho river bank, Phirty-fivo soldiors woro in tho bout, shaltorod 
from fizo by tho usual thatch oovoring; but while the raddex was 
fixed, tho inmatos remained ab the moroy of tho enomy, At 
this orisis, Mr, McDonell stopped out from tho sholtar, alimbod 
‘on to the root of tho boat, perched himsslf on tho rudder and 
out the lashings, amidst a storm of bullets from tho contiguous 
bank, Strangely enough, not a ball struck him; tho ruddor was 
loosened, the boat answered to the helm, and by Mr, MoDonoll’s 
brilliant act, the orew wero saved from certain destruction.” 

Mz. McDonell received tho Victoria Cross as a roward for his 
gallantry ; and subsequently was specially selected to acoompany tho 
foroo under Brigadier Douglas and Gonoral Lngard in Azamgarh, 
Daring his absenoo Mr. Richardson, the Collector, performed. 
tho dutios of Distriot Magistrato, and showed himself vory active 
and successful in tho pursuit and apprehension of mutinoors, 
Another officer of the snmo name who distinguished himself was 
Mz. H. MoDonell, tho Sub-Doputy Opium Agent, who raised and 
organized tho Siwan levy ;and last, but not loast, among those who 
id good sorvioe was the Rajs of Hathwa, who, in tho words of 
the Lieutenant-Govemor, “came forward with offers of assistanco, 
placed men and elephants atthe disposal of Government, and gave 
praiseworthy sid and support to Government during the whole 
‘progress of therebellion.”” : 
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At this time Siren constituted one district with Champlran. yom 
A Mogistrato had boon stationed, however, at Motihir sinoe 1837; 320% o 
and in 1866 Ohampiran was formed into separato district with non, 
adistinot rovonuo and magisterial jurisdiction. ‘Tho district of 

Siren thus acquired its prosont dimensions, 
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‘Tare frat oonsus was taken in 1872, and the rosult was to show, 
for tho prosont distriot aren, « total population of 2,078,640 por 
sons, At the next census, taken in 1861, the number had rison 
to 2,295,207 representing an increase of 104 por oont., but this is 
partly attributed to improved enumeration, as it is bolieved that 
tho first consus was wanting in aoouracy and completeness, 
During tho noxt dooade also tho population grow stoadily, and in 
1801 tho numbor of inhabitants enumerated was 2405,007, or 
7-4 por oont. moro thun in 1881, At tho Inst consus, takon in 
1001, it was found that tho population had dooreased to 2,409,600 
or by 2°2 por cent. 

‘ho decrease of 55,498 porsons disclosed by tho consus of 1901 
is asoribod to threo oases, vis., fa consequent roduotion in 
irth-rate, and plaguo, ‘Tho famino of 1897 told severely on 
people, and though it eaused no immediate mortality—the num 
ber of donths recorded in 1897 was, in faot, 11 por cont. loss than 
tho average of tho proooding three yours—it roduood their vitality 
and lowored tho birth-rte, By tho timo of oonsus, however, 
‘tho poople had recovered from its effoots, and it is probablo 
that the decrease would not have boon so gront, had it not boon 
for the outbroak of plague, which assumed epidemio proportions 
during the wintor of 1899-1900 and reappoared with ronowed 
intonsity inthe suoooeding cold woathor. ‘Tho general results of 
tho census are summed up as follows in the Bengal Consus 
Report :—"Tho not result of tho Inst oonsus is a docreaso of 2:2 
per oont, For this tho Sadar subdivision, whioh has lost 6° por 
cont,, and Darauli thina in Siwin are responsible. ‘This is tho 
tract which was suffering from plague atthe time of the census, 
‘Tho rest of tho district hna almost exactly the same population 

i ago. Tho decrease is greatest where the 
Pl in Sonpur, Ohaprd and Parsi thins, It 
may, therefore, be concluded that, while tho gonoral want of 
progress is due to the adverse balance of migration and to the fact 
that the district is unable to support a much greater population 
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than it already possossod in 1891, the plague is to blame for tho 

greater part of the decrease that has ocourred in. the southern part 

of tho distsiot.” 

‘a ‘Tho principal statistics of the oonsus of 1901 are reproduced 
ow: — 





Nuxmun oF 
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Chwpes | 048 | 8 | 2ay9 [ovens 
Goptigenj S| "7a | | 24s | 636; 

Sivan w]__ag8} 2 | asa | Boaynae 
Disrmor Toran | aera | 4 | 6,600 [aaoo,ge 








‘This deoroaso of population is not altogether to be regretted dma 
in view of the groat prossure on tho soil already existing, No uns. 
othor district in Bengal except Muzaffarpur has suh a tooming pegs 
population, there boing no loss than 901 persons por square milo. vt yop ain 
‘ho donsity of population is evenly distributed throughout the te 
distri y only one ¢hina (Goptlganj) having loss thon 800 persons 
per square mile, while only two thitnas (Minjhi and Siwin) support 
over 1,000 parsons per square milo, ‘The Sivan subdivision, with 
957 persons to the equaro milo, isnow the most densely populated 
part of tho distriot, and has changed plaogs with tho hoadquartors 
subdivision during tho Inst deoado; tho Goptilganj subdivision, 

‘with 806 porsons to tho square milo, is tho moat sparsely inhabited, 
os it contains a large area of didra lend ond on unumal 
propoition of extensive chaurs or rico swamps. 

‘Tho following remarks rogarding tho prossuro of tho people * 
on tho soil are quoted from Mr. Korr’s Settlement Reports —“On 
tho whole, leaving out of account any great eoonomio revolution, 
cf which there are at present no signs, thé situation may be 
qummed up thus, Gopilganj is capable of supporting a slight 
inoreaso of population, Siwin has probably ronchod its utmost 
limits, whilo in. the Sadar, and partioulesly in the densely popu- 
lated thiinas of Minjhi, Ohaprt and Sonpur with their high ront 
rates, decline has already set in. Nor is this to bo doplored. On 
tho contrary, itis a matter for congratulation that emigration 
should be growing in favour in a district whore it is 90 greatly 
needed, and it is a further relief to the situation that North 
Bihar contains xio body of peasantry more alert or more indus- 
trious, or more ready, within limits, to tnke advantage of improve 
ments caloulated to inorease the productive powers of the soil.” 

> 
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Migention, 


‘There is also no district in Bihtr whose population evinoos 


~ puch ‘readiness to emigrate, cither pormanently or in search 


Sex and 
marrage! 


‘owns and 
villages. 


of temporary omployment. In 1901 no loss than 242,490 
persons (174,170 males and 68,20 fomales), or more than 
one-tenth of the population of the district, were enumerated 
away from their homes; about one-fifth of the absentees wore 
enumerated in contiguous districts, but the remainder had gone 
forthor afiold and were found in large numbors in Mymensingh, 
‘Rangpur, Caloutta and tho 24-Parganas. Yor tho most part, this 
exodus doos not represent permanont migration, for the majority 
of the emigrants go away only for a time, and return after 
intervals of six months, or one or two years. Every year, at 
tho slack season during the cold weather, thousands migrate to 
Eastorn Bengal and Assam in search of employment, retuming 
in May or June for the agricultural operations which begin with 
the bursting of the monsoon, ‘Tho improvement in railway com- 
amunications hes greatly facilitated their movements; and while, 
on the one hand, more people leave the distriot, on the other, they 
return home at more frequent intervals than formerly. 

‘Pho pressure on the soil, which drives such vast numbers of 
Saran men abroad, leaves little room for others to enter; ond 
consequently tho volume of immigration is much smaller, tho 
number of immigrants enumerated in 1901 being only 66,424. 
Prior to 1801, there was a strong flow of population from Saran 
to its neighbours, but during the Inst decade the tendency seems 
to have been in the other direotion, especially in the onso of the 
adjoining districts of tho United Proviness, which have given 
82,064 persons to Siran as compared with only 14,092 in 1801. 

Owing to the large volume of emigration, the proportion 
of females is tho largest in Bengal, thore being 12 females 
to every 10 males, ‘This disprofortion is very marked in tho 
caso of some thinas, such as Minjhi, Moshrak, Parsi and Sonpur, 
allin the headquarters subdivision, the thina lnstmamed being 
particularly a centre of emigration and also the thina most 
Jargely inhabited by the class who enlist as soldiers, Infant 
marriage is much less oommon than in other parts of Bihar, and 
there has been a marked falling off during the last two decades 
in the proportion of married people, and elso in the number of 
children brought into the world, which points to an increasing 
‘uso of preventive checks on the growth of population. 

‘There axe altogether four towns, viz., Chapri, Siwkn, Revel- 
genj and Mirganj, which contain a total population of 81,120 
persons or 8 per cent, of the total population. Of these towns, three 
‘are municipalities, viz., Ohapra, with a population of 45,901, 
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Siwin (15,756) and Rovelganj (9,706) ; the “fourth, Mirganj, 
is a largo bassr, which, with some contiguous villages; was - 
__ ttoated as a town for the purposes of the census. 
Chapri, tho prinoipal civil station, hes, like other riparian 
towns, lost much of its commercial importance with the advent of 
tho railway, but the doorease of 11,000 in its population sinoa 
1891 was caused mainly by a temporary exodus due to plague, 
which was raging at tho timo of the omsus. Revelganj, another 
river-side town on tho Gogri, about 7 miles west of Obepri, also 
shows a decroase due to the same causes. This place used to be 
tho prinoipal mart of tho district, being tho port of exchange 
betwoon the river-borne trade of Bengal and that of the United 
Provinoos of Agra and Oudh, but its commerce has declined 
wing to the competition of tho railway, Siw, the headquertars 
of tho subdivision of that namo, and gonomally mown as 
Aliganj Sowitn, is comparatively prosperous, Mixgan is a large 
market near Hathw, whioh, with the adjoining villages, contains 
‘a population of 9,608  porsons, 
Altogether 97 por cent, of the population is contained in 
villages, which ard mostly small, the avorage number of inhuhit~ 
ants being only 897, a8 compared with 602 in North Bihir as 
whole, Sinoo the consus of 1872, howover, tharo has been a, 
stondy incroaso in tho sizo of tho villages. Land is so procioua 
in Siran thot the building of new villages is almost an impos 
sibility, and tho ereotion of a now fo/a or hamlet, and even of a 
numbor of now housos, is no easy task; still, tho evor-inoronsing 
population must he accommodated somewhere, and this is done 
by. over-crowding oxisting housos,, or moro rarely by adding 
another houso to the, villago sito 

‘Phe pateari is tho chiof vi 
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usually the oase in Stran, villages bolong to several gots of ofllas. 


propristors, there are generally as many potiodris as there are 
estates or pattis in the village, Few of thom, exoopt in the 
larger estates, are registered in tho Collootorate ; but the 
‘paticdrie power dooa not dopend on his position as a quasin 
Government servant, Until the recordof-rights was prepared, 
he was generally the only person in tho villago who was ina 
position to give evidence as to the rents payable or as to the 
amount ne, Thero was practically no chook on him, ond he 
was courted by landlord and tenant alike. His pay may bo 
anything from ight anna to Rs. 25 a month, ‘Those af 
the bottom of the soale are in charge of vory small ostates 
containing only a fow ryots’ holdings, and are merely ordinary 
cultivators who. assist their landlords in keeping renb accounts. 
2 
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Tn big estates thoy draw pay at tho higher rate, oooupy a 
respectable social position, and are gonerally called Dinan, 

"Tho pati, howorer, does not look on his pay us his chiet 
sourco of income, As a rale, he has a largo holding, eithor 
in his own name or in that of his relations, which usually 
contains the best lands in the village and is assosood at a low 
rental, Apart from his gains on special ootasions, ¢.g, when 
disputes arise in the village and each party is eager to gain him 
over, ho has certain rogular perquisites which are paid 
without demur, He gots « feo called ‘afrtr, amounting usually 
to half an anna per rupee, on tho rent paid for orery roosipt 
which ho issues tothe ryot’s; on the Dawat Paja, the gront 
festival of the Kayasth or writer-casto, ho generally managos to 
lovy a similar amount; and on every settloment of lands: or 
entry of a transfer in the rent-roll, ho takes a saf ami varying in 
amount with the position of the trausforeo and the ability of tho 
‘Patwari to imposo upon him, Amplo opportunities for peoulation 
‘aro elzo placed in his way during the appraisemont of crops on 
Inn paying a produce rent, the sale of the produoo of land 
cultivated by the landlord, end similar oooasions. Whon it is 
romombored that not only the pati but his foretathors have been 
intimately oonneoted with ovory detail of village life for gonorne 
tions, tho only wonder is that his powers are not more abused, 

Noxt to the patieari comes the jeth-raiyat, who is usually found 
only in largo estates. He is generally an important ryot in tho 
village, whoto duties aro sometimes to oollect tho rents and make 
thom over to the patwéri, and somotimes morely to induoo the 
ryote to go to the latter to pay them personally. He is romun- 





+ erated oocasionally by a percentage on the ront collections, but 


usually by boing given a remission on his own rent or by boing 
allowed to hold his Iands at a favourable rate. The villago 
artisans are nearly always paid in grain. ‘The blacksmith gots 
tho producs of 10 or 12 dhurs of land for each plough whioh he 
is required to keep in repair throughout the year; and the 
washerman and barber get a amaller quantity of grain for each 
member of the family for whom their services are required. * 
‘The wealthier classes live in brick houses, many of which are 
double-storeyed and have verandahs ornamented with rough but 
effective carving. ‘The houses of the cultivators arv, asa rule, 
mud huts, the walls of which sre composed of earth dug up in 
the vicinity, with which broken pottery is mixed, #0 as to 
impart solidity. ‘The root is, asa rule, mado of thatch supported 


"5. H. Kace, Saran Settlement Report, Osleutta, 1908, 
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by afow bamboos, a frequent souroe of fire. Substantial oulti- 
vators alone oan afford tiled houses, which have never been so 
common as cleewhere, owing to tho libility of the country to 
inundation ; in faot, before the construction of embankments a 
tiled roof was a ussloss luxury for poople who had to be ready 
to shitt thoir huts at vory short notice. ‘The Iabourer’s house 
is n atill moro primitive ‘hut, the walls boing ouly common 
thatching grass and the roof a thin covaring of tho snme material 
supported hy a bamboo or two, ‘The houses of the well-to-do 
generally oonsist of four buildings facing one another with 
fa court-yard in tho contre. In one of these members of the 
family sloop; a second is usod as a atore-room,for rice, ete. ; a 
third serves as a cook-house ; and the fourth is given up to the 
cows and livestock, ‘The fumitare is generally mengro, A 
fow rough beds made of coarse string with a bamboo or wooden 
framework, some brass utensils for enting and washing purposes, 
some earthen cooking vessols and roooptacles for water, a chestor 
two, ond a ciroular receptacle (to‘fs), with a mud cover and mud 
sidos, for keoping grain, aro all thet is usually found. 

‘The poorest classes woar nothing moro than a Zangota, i.e. 0 Drow. 
narrow strip of cloth fastaned to a cord round the ‘waist, but the 
cultivator woars a diott and a picoe of oloth (gamehha) wor over 
‘he shoulder or on the head with one end hanging down ; a corner 
of this cloth is often knotted and used ike a purse for keoping 
spare cash, receipts, eto, ‘Tho man who habitually wears a pogrt 
belongs toa higher grade, and tho averago tenant woars a head- 
dross on special occasions only. As we get higher up tho soala, 
wo find a mirsai or coat added to diols and pagrt. A Muham- 
madan, however, wears a ohapkan, ists, along ooat coming down 
to the knoos, a small cap or pagri, and trousers (pijtma), which 
are sometimes long loose drawers and sometimes tight-fitting 
pantaloons. Women of the cultivating class genorally wear a 
‘art, » long pieoo of cloth thrown over the head and wound round 
the body, and women of the pooror classes a coarse cotton sheet 
called putli; the women-folk of the prosperous tenants also wear 
a jhala or bodice, 

Rice, which is the staple food of tho people in Bengal, is not Food. 
the staple food of the poor in this district, but rather that of the 
wollto-do. Tho majority live on maize, other cereals, such as 
borley, and various pulses. For the most part thoy oat these 

parched in the form of satfu, i, @ flour prepared from one or 

Tiber of the vaslous graina and pose, the rheel being nooompaniad 
by vegetables, salt and fow simplo condiments, ‘Fish are much 
relished and can be got choaply in the rains, 
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Language, ' ‘Tho vernacular ourrent all over the district is tho dialect of 


Obaractar 
people, 


Bihiri Hindi oalled Bhojpuri after tho pargara of Bhojpur in 
Shababad, Several variotios of this dinloot axo found, ‘The form 
provalont in the tract bordering on the Gangos is classifled by 
Dr. Griorson as Standard Bhojpuri, but it has boon modified By 
tho dialects spoken in tho adjoining districts, ‘Tho Innguago of 
‘Masoffarpur, whioh lies to tho onst of Stran, eros the river 
Gandak, is "Western Maithils, which is laygoly infeotod with 
Bhojpatand i info 0 borer form of speoch betwoan the two 

Again, tho lmguage of Patna, opposite the south-oast 
seer a feet Magahi, ‘Hono, a might bo expected, 
tho language of the cast of Siran is tingod with Maithilt 
pooulinrities, and that of tho south-onst with Magahi ones. In 
tho contro and north tho form of speoch is what Dr. Grierson 
osoribes a8 Northern Standard Bhojpuxs, te. the spooch of tho 
Dob of the Gandak and Bogrt, omitting the tract of country 
immediately opposite Shahabad. ‘This dialect exhibits some looal 
peculiarities, date boing used for “ho is” instoad of dare as in 
Shuhnbid, ‘while in tho past tonso of tho vorb, win mile 
stituted for tho 7 which is usually typionl of Bits, eg. debi, 
ho sw. 

‘Udi is spokon by tho battor olass of Muhammadans, who pride 
themselves on speaking tho languago of fallen groatness; while 
‘Kayastha and middlo class Musalmins uso tho Awadhi dialect 
of Huston Hindi, i.e, literally the lmguago: of Oudh, ‘This 
Aialeot is also used as a sort of language of politenoss, especially 
when Europeans aro addersed, by the rusties, who have picked it 
up from their Musnmin friends ond imagine i to bo the Hindue 
sting of polite society. ‘Tho Dovanigari ‘and tho Kaithi characters 
aro both used in writing Awadhi; and tho Porsign charnoter 
is also oocationally used by the educated olasses, 

“Bhojpuri,” says Dootor Grierson, ‘is the practical language 
of an onergetio race, whioh is ever ready to accommodate iteolt 
to ciroumstances, and which has mado its influonoo folt all over 
India, ‘Tho Bengali and tho Bhojpuri aro two of ‘the gront 
civilisers of Hinddstin, tho former with his pon and tho latter 
‘with his oudgel .... ‘The Bhojpuri-speaking oountxy is inhabited 
hy. & people ouriously different from the others who speak Bihaxt 
Ginleots, They form the fighting nation of Hindustin. An alert 
and activo nationality, with fow scruples, and considerable abili- 
tied, doarly loving a fight for Aighting’s suko, they havo spread all 
ovér Aryan India, each man ready to carve his fortune out of any 
opportunity which may present itself to him. ‘They furnish » rich 
mine of recruitment to: the. Hindustani army,.and, on the, other 
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hand, they took a prominent part in the mutiny of 1857, As fond 
es an Irishman is of a stick, the long-boned, stalwart Bhojpuri, 
‘with bis staff in hand, is a familiar object sttiding over fields far 
from his home. Thousands of thom have emigrated to British 
Colonies and have returned rich men; every year still larger xum- 
bors wander over Northern Bengal and seck employment, either 
honestly, as palki-bearers, or otherwise, as dacoits, Every 
Bengal zemindir keeps a posse of these men, ouphomistioally 
termed darwans, to keep his tenants in order. Csloutta, where 
they are employed, and feared, by the less heroio natives of 
Bengal, is full of them.”* 

‘These remarks apply with special forco to the mon of Saran, * 

Altogether 2,124,641 persons or 882 per cont, of the 
Population aro Hindus, and practically all the rest aro Muham- 
madans, who aggregate 284,541 or 118 per omt.; only 814 
persons were returned os Christians, and 13 persons as members 

- of other religions, at the census of 1901, There has boon 
practically no change in the proportion which the Hindus and 
Muhammadans bear to the total population since the frst, 
consus; nor was this to be expected inn disiriot so conservative 
as Saran, s0 simply agricultural, and so remote from the influ» 
ences which bring about a social or religious revolution. In 
+ 1872, the Hindus composed 88:30 per cent. of the population, 

in 1881 they were 88°26 por cont, and in 1891 they were vary 
neatly the same, viz., 88:18 por cont. The Muhammadens in the 
same three years acoounted for 11°70, 11°73 and 11-81 por cent. 
respectively, 

Tn spite of the generally conservatire nature of the people, 
there are occasionally outbursts of religious excitement...As 
‘an instance of this in reoent yours, may be mentioned three movo- 
monts which tock place in 1893-95, viz., tho anti-kino-killing 
‘agitation, tho ploughmen’s begging movement and the treo- 
daubing mystery, 











‘Tho first movement appears to have been due to the Ani-kine 


-activity of the Gorakshini Sabhas or associations for the protection, Hil 
of cattle. 'Theso sociotios, the legitimate object of which is the 
caro of disonsed, aged, and otherwise useless onttle, started 
 orusado against tho killing of Kine, ‘sent out omisaries to 
preach their doctrines, and collected subscriptions ‘to furthor 
their objects, In April 1898 several religious mendioants entered 
Saran from tho west and proached the well-known doctrines of 
the Gorakshini sooiety to which they belonged. Not only were 
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4 satan. 
Iaxgely attended meotings held in the biggor matkot towns, but 
in many a little villege community officers were appointed and 
resolutions carried on lines similar to thoso adopted at tho 
larger mootings. Kvorywhero subsoriptions for tho preservation 
of tho cow wore collected, all classes of Hindus contributing 
aooording to their moans, The cultivator who found his 
neighbour's cattle trospassing in his flold no longer drove them 
to the pound, but took them to the village panchayat, who 
in their tum lovied a fino upon tho owner. Collooting’ boxos 
wore plaood in liquor shops and othor places of gonoral rosor!, 
all for the bonoft of the gonoral fund, So univorsal wns tho 
subscription that in many instances Musalmins ond Chamirs 
wore forood against’ their own interest to contribute to tho 
general fund, ‘Tho excitement was inoreased by the nows of 
tho Baksid riote in/ tho neighbouring districts of Ballia and 
Gorakhpur. As tho fimo of Muharram of 1893 appronched, thore 
provailed among Mbammadans a fooling of wnrost'and alarm, 
aggravated in somy/instancos by tho tants ond throats of hostile 
Hindus; but tho festival passod off poacofully. 

* In the moantime, howover, sooret lottors wero handed from 
village to village purporting to come from tho pandits of Bontros, 
‘Acting on the instruotions contained in those patras, tho Hindus 
proooeded to pervoouto the Muhammadans, ‘They rofused to 
allow thom to draw watér at tho villago wells, whore, from 
timo immemorial, thoy and their fathors had penoofully dono 60 
sido by sido with the Hindus: tho pots in which tho villago 
Kindu bad porched tho corn both of Muhammadans and Hindus 
alike wore now ordered to be broken. New and unpolluted pots 
were propared for the stionger soot, while individual Musalmins 
wero put to the somowhat now oxperionoo of parching their own 
corn, ‘The butcher driving his cattle along the road became 
‘an object of suspicion and was challenged accordingly. Such an 
interference with village customs naturally caused considerable 
tension of feoling throughout the locality ; and the agitation 
thus’ set on foot oulminated in a serious riot at Basantpur. 
A. drove of oattlo intendod for the Dinspore Commissariat was 

“topped on tho 31sh August by a riotous mob of Hindus at 
 placo called Bila on the high road between Champiran 
cand Chapsi, ‘The officer in charge of the Basontpur thina 
brought the cattle to the thina, where they were placed: for 
safoty inside the thina compound in charge of an armed guard 
dospatched from Ohapré. Incited, however, by the proaching 
of-a wandering propagandist, a large mob of Hindus collected 
from different villages for miles round, armed. with /a/hia, and 








‘THE FROPLE. a 


after an unsuccessful parley with the police, with a view to 
purchasing the cattle, mado a determined assault on tho thina 
in an attempt toresous them foraibly. ‘The police, however, stood 
thir ground well, and after discharging blank cartridge with no 
effect, fred a round of buck-shot, which wounded several of the 
assailants, two of thom mortally, and eaused the mob to disyerse. 
No other riot of such a serious nature took place, and thoagh 
there wore some potty obullitions, the excitement gradually died 
a 


lown. 

The ploughmen’s bogging movemant, or, as it should more aug 

properly be called, tho Mahadeo paja, was a curious exhibition 20's 
of religious fesling which occurred soon afterwards, All plough. SEB! 
men, tho story goes, wre obliged to give their cattle thros days? m= 
rest and go round the neighbouring villages carrying the plough 
and begging. With’ the proceeds three wheaten cakes wore 
propared—one for the ploughman himself, one for his cattle, 
whilo the third had to be buried under their stalls, This 
was performed by the people in consequence of a rumour that 
it had ‘been imposed by tho god Mahiideo to expiate tho sin 
committed by the agricultural community in overworking their 
cattle. Ono ovming it is said, as a poor ryot was ploughing his 
field, « man appeared before him and asked why he was working 
his cattle so late. Ho replied that his poverty compelled him 
to do so, and thervapon Mahideo—for it was he—waved his 
and tho cattle vanished, ‘The peasant then begged that he would 
‘bring thom back, and Mahkdeo promised that tho oattle would 
return, if ho performed the penance above described. For somo 
timo tho people continued to oarry out, with sorupulous oare, the 
orders which they supposed had boon ‘given them by the god. 
"The elaborate of the penance gives reason, howover, to 
suppose that it lind beon carefully thought out; and its incop. 
tion and sprond among the villagers have been attributed to the 
efforts of those interested in the Gorkshint agitation to keop 
the movement afloat. 

‘Tree-daubing was another widespread movement, tho maan- gy. 
ing of which afforded many grounds for speculation, By the sbiog 
most reliable reports it commenced about the latter end of "7! 
February 1804 in the north-east oomer of Bibir in the neighbour- 
hhood of the Janakpur shrine, which lies across the border in 
Nepal. ‘The movement consisted in marking trees with daubs of 
mud, in which were stuck hairs of different animals. It elowly 

ch the Gangetio distriots eastwards into Bhagalpur and 
Bin aad esac through many of the district of the United 
Provincos, As an explanation of the movement, it was suggested 
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at the time that the sign was intended as an advertisement 
of tho shrino of Janakpur; and this view was aooepted officially. 
Others, however, held that the marks originated merely with 
cattle rubbing thomsclves against trees, Others again pointed 
out that it was suspicious that it should follow the Gorokshins 
agitation, which was hostile to the administration, and that 
it was iotended to promote some movement antagonistic to 
British rulo, 

‘Muhammadans aro fairly ovenly distxibuted over tho wholo 
district, ‘Thoy aro most numorous in the Siwin thina, whero 
they aggrogate 65,368 persons, or 1 Muhammadan to overy 4 
Hindus; and tho proportion is loast in Sonpur thins, which is 
almost purely Hinda, thoir being only 6,005 Musalmins to 
94,864 Hindus, With tho exooption of g fow families of good 
origin but docayod fortunes, tho Muhammndans of Saran aro 
engagod in oultivation, but many of thom also woave cloth 
and stamp it, Jolthts, numboring 97,222 porsons, aro most 
numerous, and aro followed by Shoikhs, who number 62,548, 
Tho majority of thom aro probably tho dosoondants of looal 
converts to Tsldm, and the some is believed to be the onso with 
many of thoso who now rank as Pathins (18,600), who resemble 
Rajputs in physiquo, ‘There aro only 6,000 Saiyids, probably the 
Aosoondants of foreign immigrnts, and thoro aro also a fow 
Mughals, found chioly durin cold woathor in the towns 
of Ohapra and Siwin, whoro thoy soll fruit and woollen 
lothos imported from up-country and Afghtnistin, ‘Thore are no 
partionlar soots calling for special mention, with the exception of 
tho Wababis ; but the Inter aro fow in number, and it is reported 
that the Wahabi roformas havo hithesto achieved but little 
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‘The majority of Obristians axo Hnxopoans employed as Govern+ 
mont officials or ongaged in tho indigo industry, and the number 
of native Ohristians, uooording to the cosus of ‘1901, is only 78. 
"Tho oldest Christian Mission in Stranis tho German Evingo- 
ical Lutheran Mission, which has beon established at Chapr& 
since 1840, but has mado Little progross. ‘Thero is a Roman 
Gatholio Mission at Chapri, which is one of the stations of the 
Prefecture Apostolio of Bettiah and Nopil in chargo of tho 
npuchin Fathers of tho Tyroloso Provineo there are also .out- 
stations at Sonpur and Siwin, A Protestant Mission, called’ the 
“Rogions Beyond Mission,” has recontly boon started. at Siwan, 
where it has opened a day school, in which both the vernacular 
and Bnglish aro taughtto boys too. poor to attend the High 
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‘The marginal table shows the different Hindu castes with Panromn 
of over 25,000. It will M™=™ 





1504 trongth 
8 bo observed that the Axyan castes are 
strongly represented, possibly ects 
10 Saran lay on their line of march eastward, 
Brihmans, Rajputs, Babhans, Kayeaths 
‘and .Ahirs accounting for more than one- 
third of the entiro population. Among: 
other oustes those’ excollont husbandmen, 
tho Koiris and Kurs, aro Iy 
numerous, and the common- Bihar funo- 
 tionnl enstos axe well xeprosented. ‘Tho 
following is a briet dosoription of tho 
castes numbering over 60,000, and also 
cf tho Alths and Doms, who aro ‘nimally ‘prominen) in 





Ahirs, also Inown as Gotlis, rank first in point of numerical atirs, 


strongth. They aro found all over the district, but axe most num- 
crous along tho banks of tho Gogra and Gnndak, beoauso tho 
Danks of those rivers afford good grazing for their herds of 
cattle, ‘Choir principal occupations azo oattle breeding and culti- 
vation; the women, who aso very hard-working, add to the family 
earnings by making and selling oow-dung cakes, milk, ght and 
card, ‘Thoy aro ‘divided into four subooates, viz Majrant, 
Kishnout, Gorit ond Kanaujin, Of theso tho Kishnaut mubsasto 
claims precedence on the ground that Krishna was bom in their 
clon, ‘Widow marriages obtain among all tho four suboastos, 
and théy ero all proverbial for marrying their children in 
infancy. ‘Tho Majraut, Kishneut and Keneajit suboustes ere 
said to indndo a number of thiovos, but the Gorits, who ere 
famous doalers in ght, esoapo this reproach. 





Rajputs aro soatterod all over the district, but are most Rajputa 


numerous in tho Mashrak, Chapr and Darauli thinss, whore 
whole villages of Rajputs may bo found. 'Thoir means of living 
is, for the most part, cultivation, tho majority boing cooupanoy 
ryots, while a fow aro tenure-holders and zamindars. Sepoys, 
poont and conslables aro recruited from their xanks, axid some 
of thom have taken to horso breeding and dealing. ' There is 
noticeable disparity in tho numbers of the two sexes, duo to tho 
emigration of malo adults in soarch of employmont in tho army 
‘nd polio in other parla of India, ‘Tho only big Rejpubzamindar 
in tho district is snd to bo tho Biba of Amnaur. 


‘Tho number of Brahmans in Saran rose ‘from 168,109 in, Bribmons.’ 
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to 164,822 in 1901, ‘Their hereditary oooupation is priesthood, but 
© Inrge number of thom havo taken to cultivation as a moans of 
livelihood, ‘The divisions most strongly reprosonted in Stran are 
Kanaujid and Stkadwipt ; the former, who are subdivided into 
Kanaujia proper and Soryupari or Sarwaria, aro, it is said, 
considered degenerate in consequence of their having left their 
natiyo plago in Oudh and migrated to tho banks of the Sorju 
or Gogrt during the time of Raima, and also booause thoy habi- 
tually aooopt alms, ‘hey have, howaver, stziot eoruplos regarding 
coremonial purity, especially in matters of food and drink, which 
have given rise to a popular proverb—Zin Kanayjia, terah elulhd, 
ive, threo Kanaujite roquiro thistoon fireplaces, 

‘Tho Koiris aro industrious, penooful and contented cultivators, 
in great demand among samindtirs, who aro always glad to 
settle lands with them. They aro born market gardeners, and in 
addition to tho staple orops grow potatoos, various vegetables, 
and poppy; tho cultivation of poppy in this distriot fs, in fnot, 
mainly ourtiod on by them, 

‘Tho Charakss work as tannor and labourers, and hold a very 
Jow position, as thoy aro continually defiled by contact with dond 
ullooks, eté., to tho hides of which thoy havo a recognized right, 
‘hey aro, not without ronson, frequently muspooted of poisoning 
cattle in’ order to obtain tho hides, ospooially whon thoy havo to 
make good advances of monoy xeooived from hide doulas. ‘Thoy 
supply tho villagers with leather thongs for. their whips ond 
fastenings for their ploughs, repairing the latter whon neooseasy. 
‘They also act as villago oriors and as musicians at coremonios ; 
their women-folk aro tho villago midwives. Such is thoir 
reputation for stealing that the word “chamari” is oquivalent 
to “chori,”’ and is generally used by the villagers to mean theft. 
‘They are enabled to camy on dishonest practices with somo 
impunity, for fonr that their wives may refuse thelr servioos ab 
obila-birth. 

‘Kurmis aro an agrioulturnl oasto, mainly engaged in oultivae 
tion, but many of the poorer members of the oaste are labourers. 
Kurmis of tho Jaiswar subeasto engage in menial sorvico, both 
‘males snd females entering domestio servio.; mombers of this 
suboasto are mostly found in the towns, or in villages where 
zamindazs and other well-to-do persons have their residenoos, 

‘The Babhans in this district aro generally well-to-do, the 
majority being occupancy ryota; they also include’ a fair 

yportion of landlords, and some serve as peons and constables. 
The principal Bebhan samindais in Stran azo tho Mahérdja 
of Hathwa and the Babus of Manjhi, Ohsinpur, Part, Russl, 
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Khairé, Sinrhi and Bale, The Babhans in this district also call 
themselves zamindar Brahmans and Eksaria Brahmans, the latter 
name being due to # local tradition that the small village of 
‘Eksar was the residence of their ancestors. 


pulso, salt, tobacco, eto. ‘The wealthior among them are also 
money-lenders. ‘Tho Gonrs are a caste allied to the Kindus, who 
shave genorally the same ocsupations ; they also fry and sell bhuja 
‘and taffu, and sometimes serve as menial servants. According to 
tho consus of 1901, tho Gonrs of Siren account for five-cighths 
of tho total number of Gonrs in Bengal and Eastern Bengal, 

‘Pho traditional occupation of the Nunids is the manufacture of Nunta 
saltpotro, but they aro oxpert diggors and make tho best labourers 
in tho district, They migrato in largo numbers in search of 
employment” on roads, embankmenfs, railway Tinos, oto, Tho 
fomalos assist the males in earthwork and in making sultpotre, 
but, as a rule, do not migrate, 

‘Tho Dostidhs are s low caste, who work as cultivators and Databs, 
practically monopolize the duties of road and village watchmen, 
goraits and chaukidars, Those who cannot find such employm 
amd have no land, work as general Isbourers, ploughmen, ¢to. 
‘Thoy also breed pigs, and their women, who work as hard as 
mon, out grass for salo and work as field Isbourers. ‘They havo 
the reputation of being inveterate thieves, but if ono of thom. 
is paid a sufliciont amount to act a chaukidar, his confreres 
usually abstain from plundering the houses under his charge, 
Thoy are, as a rulo, of «low typo, and appear to havo traces of 
fn aboriginal descent, ‘The main features of their worship aro 
the sacrifice of pigs and libations of liquor. 

‘The Telis have a monopoly of making and selling oil, this 
being the traditional occupation of the oaste. A largo propor- 
tion, however, are grain merchants, and many combine monoy- 
lending with their trade. A large proportion of the trade of the 
istrict is in their hands, and a popular saying is “ Turk, Teli, 
tar, in tinon Bihar,” ie,, Bibtr is made up of Muhammadans, 
Telis and toddy-palms. 

At the consus of 1901, 50,042 Atiths were enumerated in Ath. 

ana Eastern Bengal, and of theso no less than 26,753 
were found in Séran. The following account of the Atiths is 
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Sanknrchti}ya, who ato more precisely known as Dasnimi with 
reference to the ten subsects or furis into whioti his followers 
were ultimately divided. At the prosent timo, the Atiths are 
divided into two main classes, Sonnytsi Atiths or asootiog and 
Ghaxbixi Atiths or householders, Both classes axo addressed as 
Bubaji as a token of respeot, hoy are ofton known to outsidera 
‘as Gosnin, Tho following moro detailed partioulars regarding 
tho two sections of Atiths are based mainly on information 
received from Sian, whore they axe most numerous. 

‘Bankartchfxjya, who is rogarded by his followers as an inowr~ 
nation of Siva, had four disciples, and these disoiplos established. 
tho ton orders of ascetios or Atiths enumerated in, My. Risloy’a 
artiolo on Dasnimi, Sonkartobisjya’s mission was to oxtirpato 
Buddhism, and wherever a Buddhist monastery wos found, a 
math of his own followore was established. ‘Those ascotios took a 
‘vow of colibacy and wore supposed to devoto themsolves entirely 
to religious matters, But largo landed ostatos gradually becamo 
attachod to the maths, and tho inmates, though thoy did not 
marry, formed linisons with women of difforont classes, Many 
of these matha sill survive, but, side by side with tho auchorites 
or Sannytst Atiths, corresponding groups of housoholders ox 
G@harbixi Atiths have gradually come into oxistonco. Thoy 
attribute their origin to an intrigue betwoon a Sannyisi Atith 
‘and a Bubhaw woman, and it sooms not unlikely that they aro 
tho dosoendanta of the women attached to the maths, Or it may 
bo that thoy aro tho descondants of followors of the soot who 
novertook tho vow of celibaoy, or of backsliders who broko their 
‘vows and settled down and married. ‘The fact that outsiders 
froquently addzess thom as Gosain scoms, however, to indioato 
that their ancestors were spiritual guides, and the possossion by 
“many of thom of grants of ront-freo lind points in tho same 
dirostion. 

‘Thy wear the some distinctive yellow turban and necklace as 
the Sannydsis, and sotain tho terms Gixi, Purl, eto, which they 
‘add after their own name. ‘Tho fact thata man belongé to, 
fone or other of theso classes or Auris doos not, however, limit 
the choice of a wife, and tho only restriction in this is 
that aman may not marry in his father’s gotra, nox within the. 
fourth or Atth degroo of relationship on the mother’s side, ‘The 
marriage ceremony is of the ordinary typo, and the painting 
of the. bride’s forehead with yermilion constitutes the binding 
clement, Among the well-to-do, infant marriage is in vogue, 
hut the poorer classes marry as adults. Widows are not allowed: 
to mary again, and, outsiders are not admitted to tho oaste, 
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Tho Atiths ace servéd by good Brthmans’on ooyomonial péoasions, 
but their Gurus or spiral guides aro taken from {heir om 
community. ‘They are, in tho main, worshippers of Siva, to whm 

flowers, to., aro offered, and goats are sometimes sacrificed, 
In Stran itis said that the godlings Bandi snd Gorniys aro aleg 
Womhipped. Tho Gharbisi Atiths somotimes bum their dead, 
but both they and the Sannyisis usually bury thom ina sitting 


‘scalled samadhi, Somotinies tho dead bodies are thiown into 
the Ganges rupported by floats so as to mainisin the ting 
Posture, ‘They perform the usual erdddha, but thoso who ao 
sscetion offer pinda only to their deosased spiritual leadore, Te 
Stran the Gharbari Atiths aro fairly prosporoun, Somo are 
samindits, ond others aro money-lenders and cultivators, “A. 
fow aro landless labourers, and some elill follow their truditional 
ooupation, mendicaney. 4 E 
‘Tho Doms of Stran numbor 9,212 persons and i 
Aistinot classes, who may bo described as non-<timinal and 
criminal Doms. ‘The frat breed pigs and oblain a ‘scanty 
livelihood by making and selling bamboo unbrolla, baskets at 
fans, They supply fuel with which to bum the dead bodies of 
Hindus, and in retar are given the shrouds of thy dond and 
fome remuneration in ensh; they also receive the loavings at 
‘Hindu fonats and oeremonios, which they rogularly Mond. ‘They 
fro © comparatively harmless class, generally depending on they 
garnings and such eavings. ‘Tho olier clase aro called ‘Magahiys 
Doms, a name believed to be derived from tho fact that thir 
original home was in Magah or Magndha, tho old namo of 
Bihar. In physical appearance, they are described 1s small and 
ack, with long trosos of unkempt ‘hair and the peculiar beady 
aye of the uon-Aryan ; and there can bo no doubt thal thay 


spy, informor and disposer of stolen property. A fuller asoount 
of the Magahiy& Domsas a criminal caste and of ‘the efforts made 
to reclaim them will bo given in Chapter XI, and it will suffice 
here to montion the way in which their criminal propensities 
‘ayo reacted on their religious ceremonies, 

 Systomatio robbery,” writes Sir H. H. Risley in Tie Tribes 
and Castes of Bengal, “is so far a recognind mode of lite 
mong the Magshiys Doms that it has impressed iteslf’ on 
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thor religion, and o distinct situal is ordained for observance 
hy those who go forth to commit a burglary. Tho object of 
‘veneration on these oooasions is Sanstxi Mi, whom some hold to 
bo a form of Kill, but who sams rather to be the carth-mother 
Jmown to most primitive religions. No imago, not oven the 
usual Iump of clay, is sot up to roprosont th goddess: a oirole 
ono span and four Sngers in diamotor is drawn on the ground 
and smeared smooth with oow-dung. Squatting in front of this, 
tho worshippor gashos his loft arm with tho curved Dom knifo, 
fand dauibs five slrooks of blood with his fingor in tho contro of 
the circle, praying in «low voice that a dark night may aid his 
designs ; that his booty may be ample; and that he and his 
gang may oscapo detection.” 

A theory has beon advanced that tho gipsios of Europe may 
havo boon originally Doms of India, and it hns boon pointod 
cout that Romany is almost lotter for lottor tho samo as Domani, 
the plural of Dom. “Domani,” says Dr. Griorson, “is the 
plural form in the Bhojpuri dialoot of tho Bihtr langungo. Tt 
‘was originally a genitive plural ; 90 that Romany Ryo, ‘a gipay 
gontloman,’ may bo well compared with tho Bhojpurt Domani 
Ruy, ‘a king of the Doms.’ ‘Tho Bhojpurt-spoaking Doms 
are a famous ra00, and thoy have many points of roeomblanoe 
swith the gipsios of Hurope. ‘Thus, they aro darker in complexion 
than tho suxfounding Bibfis, aro gront thioves, live by hunting, 
dancing, and talling fortunos; their women have a reputation 
for making lovo-philtros and modicinos to prooure abortion ; thoy 
koop fowls (which no orthodox Hindu will do), and aro said 
to ont carrion. They aro also groat musicians and horsemen,” 
Itis possible that the Doms once extended over a groat part 
of India, and in some places possossod considerable powor, and 
it seems at lenst oortain that the resomblenoe of the Bhojpuri 
and gipsy dialects is not confined to a similarity of namo, ‘Tho 
gipsy grammar is closely oonnooted with Bhojpuri, or with its 
original Apabhransa Migadhi Prukrit ; ond thoro is an extraor- 
dinary similarity in tho two voonbularies as woll as a closo 
grammatical connection hetween tho two langunges.* 

‘Tho following is a ourious illustration of tho religious beliefs 
cof the Doms, which lns beon furnishod by a former Subdivisional 
Officer of Biwain. A man, named Kari Dom, had been much 
troubled by an evil spirit, which the wizard, whom ho consulted, 
found to be the familiar spirit of a neighbour, Gokhul Dom. 
Kari thereupon came to an agreement with Gokhul that he would 


© G. A Grier, Introductory, Noto to on English Gipsy Index, Tndion 
Antiguary, Vole XY, 1888, \ 
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xeoall the ovil spirit and never allow it to haunt Kari again, and 
that should the spirit ever trouble him, Gokhul would be liable to 
Pay compensation amounting to Rs. 25. This agrooment was oare- 
fally recorded on a formal document signed by witnesses, but 
of the deed and tho penalty to which Gokhul was liable, 
the evil spirit would not remain quiet and again visited Kari, 
with the result that he sought ‘redress in the criminal courts, 
and brought a charg of cheating against the other party to the 
transaction, 
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PUBLIO HEALTH. 

Oumar, Sanax enjoys tho reputation, at lois among tho Indian 
population, of being the healthiest distriot in North Bihtr. 
Fovor is much loss provalent than in either Muzaffarpur or 
Ghamparan, though it in anid that within tho last 26. yours 
malarial disenso has boon on the inoronse, owing to tho oxtonsion 
ion and to the obstaclos to the drainage of tho district 
caused by the Gandak embankment along its wholo northern 
Poundary, and the construotion of the Bengal and North-Weatorn 
Railway from oust to west noross its watershod, Moreover, tho 
whole country is so closoly oultivated that, in many places, tho 
natural deainago channels havo been brought under tillage, or 
fro to a groat extent blocked by tho operations of agrioultaro; 
and tho district would undoubtedly be rendored hoalthier by 
tho drainago of somo of its low-lying swamps. over, cholora 
and small-pox are endemic, and oooasionally assume a sovoro 
epidemio form, while in. rodent yours plaguo has boon a terrible 
tion, redusing the population both in the towns and country, 
‘Vitansta« Tt is impossible to verify the correctness of the belief that 
mm tho district has become moro unhealthy during the last 26 years, 
owing to the changes in the system of rogistoring births and 
deaths which have taken place from time to time. In 1869 the 
duty of reporting deaths was imposed on tho village chaukidars, 
and in 1876 the system was extended to births; but the returns 
reooived were so inoomplote that they wore soon discontinued, and, 
‘excopt in towns, deaths alone were xegistorod until 1802, when 
tho collection of tatistion of births as well as of doaths was 
ordered, and tho system now in vogue was introduced. Under 
this system vital ooourrenoes are reported by the chaukidars to the 
poliog, and the latter submit monthly returns to the Civil Surgeon, 
statistios for tho whole district axe prepared. ‘These 
at loust sufficiently accurate for the purpose of calcul 
te growth of the population and the rlativo 

hoalthiness cso of different years, 
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Téhas been stated in tho previous chapter that tho result 
of the consus of 1901 was to show a deorease of 56,48 por 
Sons or 22 per cont, sinoo the congus of 1891, ‘This loss of 
Population was not due altogether to a series of unhealthy 
‘Yonrs; for the decade was healthy until 1809, when plaguo 
fimt mado its appearanoo, and betwoen 1892 and 1900 tho 
roported births exoseded tho deaths by 83,725, Sinco the oimsus 
of 1901, the population has deoroased still furthor, the number 
of denths reported in tho six years ending in 1906 having 
exceeded the numbor of births by 15,380, ‘The bisth-rato has boon 
unusually high, being over 40 por mille during four of tho six 
‘yours in question, but the mortality has boon exosodingly heavy, 
owing to annual epidemics of plague, reaching tho appalling 
figuro of 60°15 per mille in 1905. ‘The towns of Ohaprt, Rovel- 
ganj and Siwin have suffered especially soversly, tho average 
annual death-rato in the five yonrs ending in 1905 being no 
Joss than 61°39, 91°03 and 57°31 por millo respootively, whilo in 
1906 it was 60:36, 62:05 and 88-08 per millo respectively. ‘Tho 
conesponding figures for the rural area wore 41°30 per mille in 
tho first 6 yours and 37°89 per mille in 1008, ‘The lowest birth. 
roto rooorded in tho district since the prosont system of returns 
“was introduoed was 25°26 por mi 1892, and the highest was 
44-91 por millo in 1899; tho lowost douth-rato returned was 
2403 in 1893 and tho highost was 50:16 por mille in 1905, 

‘Tho grontest mortality ia caused by fovor, but the death-rato parxomn 
is far loss thon in many other distriots of Bengal, only onoo vexatm, 
haying beon over 20 por mille (in 1804) and having been known 
to fall as low as 11°91 por mille in 1899, ‘Tho following aovount 
of tho typos of fever obsorved in this district is based on a note 
kindly communicated by Captain A. Gwythor, 1.18., when Civil 
Burgeon, 

Malarial fovors aro fairly prevalent in tho distriot. “The vast 
majority of casos which como under observation dlinieally are of 
fa benign tortion character, either simple or double infections, 
whioh yield readily to quinine, though they are apt to relapse, 
One occasionally comes across cases of malign tertian and 
quartn which havo beon noglested, but those are extremely 
rare. ‘Thoro is no month in the year which is free from malaria, 
and the differenoe betwoen months of meximum and minimum 
infection is small. Roughly, ono may state that the mortality 
from malaria increases during the months of March ond April, 
and then gradually rises till it reaches its maximum in the 
months of August and September, filling again in the months 
of October and November, with the subsidence of floods and fall 
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of surface water after the cassation of the rains. It may be 
noted too that poriods of hoavy rainfall resulting in looal 
ox general floods aro thoso in which thero is increased activity 
among mosquitos and incroased mortality from malaria, Tt is 
probublo that tho early commencoment of the malasia soason, i,t, 
in April and May, bofore tho floods havo sot in, is duo to tho fact 
that it is the brooding timo of tho anopheles mosquito, Molarial 
fover is moro or loss provalont in. all parts of tho district, but is 
moto markod in the north and morth-wost of tho distriot ond in 
the southern portion of the Siwin subdivision, aroas which contain 
low-lying rioo lands and aro spocially linblo to inundation. 

Plague appeared first in a village in tho south-oast oomor of 
the district in January 1899. Owing to tho prompt measures 
taken by tho local anthorities, tho outhroak was confinod to this 
‘ono villago and was stompod ont by the ond of March but in 
Soptember plague rooppoarod in a neighbouring villago and 
gradually sprend wostward towards Chaprit, which beoamo infootod 
in March 1900, Sinco that timo this soourgo has novor left the 
district, and in tho 7 yours 1900—1906 has causod ovor 128,000 
Aeaths.” ‘Tho disonvo has followod tho main linos of communion- 
tions, ‘Tho hoadquartors subdivision has sulforod most sovoroly, 
but many parts of tho Siwin subdivision havo boon almost oqually 
torionaly affoctod. Tho Gopilganj subdivision has muffored least; 
owing to thoir inaooossibility the Goptlganj thina and Barauli 
‘outpost shared with tho othor outposts in the north a comparativo 
immunity until 1906, but Kuchat Kot, Bhoro and Katoyt, which 
aro further away from tho highways of commoroo, still continuo to 
bo reo, ‘Tho Ekmi and Mairws outposts havo also hoon attackod 
lightly, though thoy are both on the lino of railway, probably 
‘bocauso tho villagos arg small and scattorod, and the poople evacuate 
their houses readily. 

It is “noticeable that in Sixan evory altornato epidemio has 
boon a severe ono, tho years of mild epidemics boing 1900, 1902, 
1904 and 1906, while sovero epidemics havo occured in 1901, 
1008 and 1905. Tho difference of soverify may be soon in almost 
covery month of tho yenr, eg., in tho month of March during 
these seven years, thoro havo hoon respectively 764, 5,808, 2,938, 
8,029, 4,814, 10,051 and 4,651 deaths, As in other districts, 
tho disonso oomos and goce with the seasons with wonderful 
regularity, bin ig most prevalent in the winter, and then practically 

disappearing or remaining dormant throughout the hot and rainy 
beacons, to feoralenos with the advont of tho oold. weather and 
attain its greatest virulence in the first three months of the yoar: 
‘The attitude of the people is generally ono of apathy. ‘Thoy 
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hhave learnt from experience that tho disease is spread by human * 
intereourse and by rodents, and, as soon as rats begin to die, are 
ready to have their houses disinfected, to evacuate their villages, 
‘and to move out into temporary shelters. Inooulation has met 
with a vory poor moasare of snovoss. A vigorous crusade aguinst 
rats has boon takon up roosntly. 

Cholora may bo said to bo ondomio, and provails most: at the Choter 
Doginning and close of tho rainy season, particularly if the min- 
fall is soanty, but sovore outbreaks havo also beon recorded in tho 
hot weathor. ‘Tho worst epidemics on record ooourred in 1804 
ond 1900, when thoro was a mortality of 3°93 and 3-71 per 
mille respectively. 

Small-pox never ooous in such a severo form as cither Suall-on, 
fevee or ceclots, ead the dastirata,sinos Bi peeeah aysion. of 
mortuary returns was introduced, has never reached even 0°50 


per mille, 
Dysentery and diarrha, according to the returns, aro far Dysentery 
more common than in other distrits of Bengal, Siran being ono M405 


of tho four areas in Bengal oonspiouous for the high death-rate 
reported under this head, ‘Thoro is good roason, however, to 
Doliove that these disoases aro not so common as would appear 
from tho rotums, and that a numbor of oases aro inoormvotly 
asoribed by the ehaukidars to them, for deaths caused by cholera 
‘aro reported as due to dysentery if there is no vomiting. 
Childzon axe specially Liablo to sovero attacks of diarrhoos and 
dysentery in tho rains, when these disoasos aro apt to bo oommon 
amongst all classes and. ages. ‘The lattor disoaso is often of a 
soorbutio type. 

Goitre is the most distinctive endemio disease of the dis- Goitra, 
triat, espocially in tho north, about Gopilganj, Hathws and 
Bhore. It attacks women very much moro often than men, 
tthe tight lobe of Che Gyro gland ia move frequntly 
enlarged than the left. As goons) mle ho temoar is pailont 
and causos little inconvonionco, oxcopt by its sizo and by its 


Meine ct dee beth tal eat. tae rapidly, owing 
eolaty fo to creme, marly ofthe, gan ‘As far as 
hin die coma, the domes ia nok cand ws cf 
dopondent upon imperfect nutrition or cachexia, the majority of 
iw som ng hao dng. ‘Most observers 
connect this singular disorder with the fact that the wator ishighly 
impregnated with limo, though it is ditfioalt to determine what 
may be the rationale of the action of calcareous matter on the 
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system, #0 as to produce an abnormal development of tho thyroid 
gland. All castes appear to be prone to this affection, which is 
not aseociated with crotinism, as is occasionally tho oso in 
Northen Bengal. It is not horeditary or limited by ago, and 
may appear in infonoy, childhood, adult, middle or advanced life, 
but it is most common betweon 20 and 40 years of age. 
Blindness is more provalont than in ‘any other district in 
, North Bihax, no loss than 127 por 100,000 malos and 100 por 
100,000 fomnles being roturned as blind at the census of 1901. 
‘he glaro and dust accompanying a hot dry climate appoar to 
predispose to cataract, ond in the 10 years onding in 1900 no loss 
than 1,484 operations for catsract wore performed. ‘From a paper 
contributed to the Indion Medical Gazotto by Captain BR. H. 
Maddox, w.0,, 11.8, formerly Civil Surgeon of Saran, review- 
ing tho result of these operations, it appears that, out of the total 
number of operations, 845 wore performed on females and only 639 
on males—an unusual proportion. It is notiosable too that the 
grout majority of the pationts wore over 45 yours of age ut tho 
time of the operation, only 91 persons being between 80 ond 40 
years of age, 239 hetwoen 40 and 45 years of age, while no less 
than 1,164 were over 45 yours old. 
Dest Doaf-mutism iso common infirmity, 135 males and 67 females 
mutim. per 100,000 of either sex being returned os doaf-mutes at the 
census of 1901, ‘The tractsin the north, where tho Gandak divides 
Siran from Champéran, are most affected, though far less so than 
the country on the other side of that river ; the thinas along tho 
banks of the Gandak in South Stren are comparatively free from 
the affiction. ‘Tho local name for persons so afllioted is baudh, 
which is possibly the survival of an old epithet of opprobrium, 
when Buddhist was a term of contempt, Crotins aro also very 
common towards the north and west of the district, 
Tnmsity ‘Tnsanity is not very common, though the proportion of insane 
aprons. Parsons (16 per 100,000 males and 8 par 100,000 females) is 
highor than the average for North Bihar. Leprosy is also 
‘comparatively raro, lepers being seldom found outside the towns, 
whero they assomblo to beg. 
Yaooras "Vaccination is compulsory qnly in munioipal areas and appears 
10%. to be regarded with disfavour by the people, Hindus of every 
class are prejudiced against it, and seck eafety from the ravages 
of small-pox by the worship of Sitals, the goddess of small-pox. 
Tn 1908-07 the number of porsons successfully vaccinated was 
71,000, ting 80°6 per mille of the population, and pro- 
teotion was afforded to 875 per 1,000 infanis under one year of 
age. ‘The annual number of successful operations in the preceding 
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fivo years averaged only 24°6 per 1,000 of the population, a 
Agar lowe than in ny oer dst in Bengal exop Shahin. 
Apart from the general unpopalarity of vaccination, there seems 
Hdl doubt hat the prevalence of plague has sexiculy interfered 
with the progress of the opera 

hore are llogebor 12 Mo genal cattle dispensaries and Mavro1 
hospitals in the district, situated at Bhore, Chapra, Darwulf, #17 
Dighwart, Gopalganj, Bes Jamo, Khajwa, Mabartjganj, 
‘Mashrak, ‘Revelganj and Siwin, There is also « railway hospital 
intended for railway einployés ut Sonpur. ‘The oldest medical 
{institution in the district ir the hospital at Chaprt, which was 
founded in 1856 by public subscription to commemornte a visit 
of the then Lioutenant-Governor and was furthor largely aided 
by © munificont donation from the Inte Baba Banwhri Lal Sihu, 
‘a banker of the town, ‘Tho proceeds of the endowment fund thus 
formed aro now supplemented by a grant from the Ohapr® muni- 
cipality. ‘The hospital building is of oonsiderablo sizo and affords 
in-door accommodation for 47 male and 26 female patients. 


Originally 
intended to accommodate 50 pationts, its popularity has becomo 80 
great that it has boon found necessary to provide scoommodation 
for 72 in-pationts, and also to construst an out-door dispensary for 
out-pationts, ‘This latter building, which is now under construc 
tion, is to be known as the Lady Fraser Dispensary after tho wife 
of tho prosont Lieutenant-Governor. ‘Tho Siwin Dispensary, 
‘opened in 1872, has socommodation for 10 male and 10 female 
in-pationts, and that at Jamo for 4 male and 4 fomale in-patients, 
‘Pho remaining dispensaries afford out-door relief only. 
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OHAPTER V. 


AGRIOULTURE. 


Saran is a fostile trianglo of xich alluvial soil washed on two 
sides by tho Gogra, the Ganges and tho Gandak, Tt possessos 
a so-called system of canals which are of little practical valuo, 
‘ut its surface is pitted with innumorable wells, and it is cultivated 
by the most adroit agrioulturists in the whole of Bihar, Unlike 
other districts which depend on one or porhaps two harvests, and 
stand or fall by thom, the orops of Saran are fairly evenly divided 
among the three great harvests of tho your, so that it is practically 
impossible for it to lose the whole of its orops. ‘This equality 
in the distribution of tho orops is due largely to tho conformation 
of the country. Besides tho oxisting oanolized riverbods, Siran 
is seamed with a line of swamps marking the beds of still older 
channels, and thore are many othor Jargo swamps in isolated 
+ localities, All thoso grow vast stooks of rico, while tho highor 
Innds between them, and the riverain didras, produce in the oold 
weather all the cereals of Upper India, many of them also 
‘yielding © crop of maize and mifllets in tho autumn. Some parts 
are subject to floods oaused. either by excessive local rainfall or by 
the overflow of the threo great rivore which surround the district, 
But the ovil effects of floods are as nothing eomparod with thoso 
of drought, for apart from tho loss of human life and of cattle, 
which are offen insignificant, the destruction of a single orop by 
flood is usually oompensated for by the resulting enrichment of 
the soil due to the deposit of silt. 

For practical purposes, the land under cultivation may be 
divided into threo classes,—the lowlands, the uplands, and the 
diara lands, In the lowlands the main crop is rico, whilo tho 
uplands are used for growing rice, opium, indigo, barley, wheat, 
sugarcane, pulses and ofl-seods. ‘Tho lands along the banks of 
the rivers yield magnifloent rabi or oold weather crops, but the 
bhadoi or antumn crops are Hable to damage from the rivers over- 
flowing their banks at harvest time, except in the tracts to tho 
north and east which are protected by tho Gandak embankment, 
‘The quality of the dara lands varies very groatly. Somo are 
of unsurpassed fertility and grow marvellous crops of wheat and 
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barley, poss and mustard. ‘Tho soil is soft and friable, 

down only a fow inches, a moro top dressing on tho land. It 
requires little labour from the plough and is renewed by tho 
fertilizing doposit of tho river your aftor your. Other didras 
again are sandy and worthloss ; aid tho good field of one year 
may bo spoilt by a. doposit of snnd in the next. 

Tho natural drainage of tho distriot is from north to south, narsnst, 
and tho lino of drainogo is orossod at sight angles not only by 
the Bongal ond North-Western Railway ombankment, but also 
by numorous raisod ronds, in which tho waterway allowed is 
sufficiont in ordinary yoars, but insuflofont whan tho rains aro 
exooptionally heavy and the big rivers in high flood. ‘The result 
is that tho orops aro peculiarly dependent on seasonablo rainfall, 
for excessive moisture aannot bo drained off easily, while tho 
harm caused by dafectivo rain is just as great. ‘The vory fact, 
moroover, that tho orops aro fairly evenly divided among the 
throo grout harvoste of tho year rondors « woll-disteibuted rainfall 
specially nocossury, though, on tho othor hand, it frequently 
enablos tho district to show greater powors of rosistanos to tho 
offoots of partial drought. 

Good rainfall, from the oultivator’s point of view, is not rain- 
fall which roaches or exooods  oortain annual total, hut which 
is woll distributed and seasonablo, Showors throughout the oold 
weather axo roquised for the ralé orops, but storms in February 
and March froquontly damago tho flowering poppy, and ripening 
grain, ‘Thoroatlor little rain is oxpootod or roquired till tho 
middle of May, when a good fall, in what is oallod tha chota 
bareat, facilitates tho proparation of tho ground for tho autumn 
crops, ‘This should bo followed by fairly heavy rain in Juno and 
Tuly, when ample moisture is needed to bring on the soodlings 
and to permit of the transplantation of wintor rico, Not muoh 
rain is required from tho middle of August to tho middle 
of September : indeed, excessive rain during this poriod may 
injure the ripening dnadoi crops. But. tho orooial poriod is 
during the last half of Soptembor and the athiya asterism at 
the boginning of October ; for drought at this timo will not only 
ruin tho winter rics, but will deprive the thitsty soil of the 
moisture nooossary for tho subsequont rabi crop. 

Irrigation is zesorted to wherovor tho moans aro present, cithor Inaraie 
from walls, tanks, streams or ahards, i2., reservoirs formed by ™** 
constructing embankments noross tho lino of druinage, Nearly 
£200,000 acres, or 16 por cont. of the cropped area, aro irsigated, 
cand of. every 100 acres isrigated, 72 aro watered from wells, 184 
from. tanks, and. reservoirs, 2} from. private channels, and the 
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remainder from other sources. Tho crops which mainly benefit 
are those of the rabi or spring harvest, and the greatost activity in 
providing and extonding the moans of artificial irrigation has been 
shown in the Siwan subdivision, owing to the exertions of officors of 
tho Opium Department and the holp afforded by the Hathwa Raj, 

In the north-east of the district there is a system of canals, 
known as tho Siran canals, which was introduoed in order to coun 
terot the injury onused by the Gandak embankment in depriv- 
ing tho land of its natural supply of moisture, ‘Tho tendency 
of the Gandak in flood is to spill over its right bank southwards ; 
and wore it not for a massive embankment on this sido, Sixan 
‘would be subject to devastating floods, ‘While, however, it protects 
Siran from floods, this embankment deprives it of any advantago 
it might havo from employing tho Gondak for imrigation. ‘To 
moot this difficulty, it was agrood, at the instance of the indigo 
planters, botwoen 1877 and 1880, to mako fivo sluioos in tho Gandak 
embankment, and to conneot them with four streams, rising noor 
the embankment, and flowing through the district, viz, tho 
‘Daht, Gandaki, Dhanai, and Gangri, the object being to allow the 
water of the Gandak to’ pass freely’ down those chan 
which it might bo litled on to the flelds, ho ostimated oost 
was Re, 4,68,806; and Govarnmont agreod to advanco this sum, 
provided that thoso concamed ngreod to pay interest atthe rato of 
44 por cont, :—the aotual oapital cost, diroot and indieot, howover, 
‘has amounted to more than 7 lakhs. A guarantoo for Rs. 21,750 
‘was given, and for somo yours was paid, tho guarantors boing 
chiofly indigo planters, who thus obtained an inguranoo against 
tho loss of their crops from drought. ‘Tho works wero complated in 
1881 and aro said to have irrigated as much as 21,000 nores in 
1884-85. ‘The contract with the indigo planters terminated in 
1800, and Government demanded a higher guarantee, which the 
planters xefused to give, Aftor that, various plans ware tried, but 
none gave any satisfaction ; and sinoo January 1898 the sluioes 
havo remained closed. ‘The canals were oponod for a short time 
in the famino of 1897, but tho Commissionor reported that they 
were of little uso, and they wore closod after irrigating only a 
Iittle over 6,000 aoros, because it was found that it was hopeless 
to expect any adequate retum for any expenditure on them 
for irrigation purposes. ‘Therois a very strong focling that tho 
Saran canals oan and should be improved as a protection against 
famine in yoars of drought, and the question of making thom 
more effective is under consideration. 

‘At present, the canal systom consists of a main feoder canal, 
64 miles Jong, and of the branch canals formed by the Dabs, 
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Gandaki, Dhanai and Gangri, which have an aggrogato length 
of 12} miles, ‘They are fod from a 204 or side channel of the 
Gandak, and there are supply sluices to the main canal and the 
branch canals, as well as a regulator at the head of the Dabi. 
The total area commanded is 64,000 acres, the culturable area 
commanded is 50,000 acres, and the irzigatle area is30,000 acres. 

Irrigation from wells is very common, except in the trects Wal. 
bordering on the Gandak river, where there is a prejudice against 
such irrigation on the ground that the soil is unsuitablofor it. In 
the greater part of the district, however, well iigation is feasible, 
owing to the fact that sub-soil water is found very noar tho 
surface, ‘The contrivances for raising water are simple, Ono isa 
‘well with a leathern bucket (mof) hung on a rope, which -passos 
over a pulley, and is attached to two bullocks, which run down an 
inoline and pull up the buoket when filled. A second method is 
the ruck plo (tha) wth «bamboo balanced os, snppeting 
bucket at one end and a lump of mud at the other. 
a third method, the hollowed-out trunk of a tree is lowered. a 
a stream, and the water raisod by it is guided to where it is 
wanted. By another contrivance the water is raised by a reed 
basket soocp, which twomen work by ropes attached to onch end. 
Sometimes tho water has to be raised by two and even threo 
successive stages before the cultivator can irrigate his lend. 

‘Though irrigation has already ben very fairly developed, Extension 
there can be little doubt that there is rom for its further exten- of e" 
sion. The Collector, Mx. Chapman, in his report on the famine 
of 1897 stated that “thers is not a large rico-growing tract in 
the district that might not have been practically saved either by 
the exosvation of a channel leading from the Gogrs or Gandak 
or by an embankment with a sluice to regalate the outflow of 
the rain water;” and for rabi tracts he strongly advooated the 
systematic construction of masonry wells, such es had already 
been undertaken through the offices of the Opium Depertment in 
the north of the district, ‘The result woald be, he said, to render 
the district immune from famine, for rabi, china, marua and rico 
would be secured, and it would be only the Bhadot crops that would 
be liable to complete failure from insufficient rain. As matters 
stand at present, over 70 per esnt. of the irrigated area in Saran is 
irrigated from wells, and the crops benefited are mainly those of 
the rati harvest, 

‘The soils are alluvial and vary from the hard clay found in Sous, 
the low swamps, which is known locally as anger, to tho light 

i sandy loams of the uplands, which sre called biati, ‘Tho former 
i grows winter rico only, while from the latter en autumn rice 
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crop is generally obtained, followed by a spring crop of opium, 
indigo and various oorcals, pulses and oil-scods. In tho district, 
28 awholo, thoso two soils are found in fairly regular proportions. 
Bhath soils predominato in the northern tracts to tho wost of tho 
Tharahi river ; while danger soil is found in putches nearly all 
over tho district. In this respoot Stran is peculiax, for in othor 
districts of North Bihttr danger is confined mainly to ouo tract. 
Without seosonablo rainfall, ond in tho absence cf moans of 
imigation, dager is unproductive, and tho aroas in which it 
provails aro tho first to bo affootod and the last to recover in a 
season of drought. Diath soil, yielding as a xulo two orops in 
tho yeor, at the autumn and spring harvests, is much loss dopon- 
dent on the monsoon rainfall, owing to the greator variety of 
which it is capable of producing. A third class of soil 
universally recognized hy tho oultivators is that known as goon, 
i, tho land immediately surounding the village site, ‘This is, 
ts a rule, highly mannred and is oonsoquontly reserved for tho 
most paying orops, such as opium, wheat, vogotublos and 
condiments, and, in tho rainy soason, maize and clita. 

‘he oaltivators have a more minuto soil classication based on 
composition, hath is subdivided into kachh, balua, matiyar amd 
datsumbhi, and béngar into balu and rautiyar, This division is a 
difficult ono for any but tho oxport cultivator to follow, for it 
fs soarcely possible to differentiate betwoo bhath balud and 
Jangar balu, ox Uhath matiyar and bangar matiyar, exoopt by tho 
fact that one oan be irrigated and the other cannot, Matiyar soil 
genorally means a soil principally composed of clay; banger has 
2 slight composition of sand ; Bath matiyar rather moro sand ; 
Langer bala ond bhath balud more sand still ; bedsumbl is a sandy 
Toam ; and kachd is tho vory finest kind of alluvial soil containing 
sand, olay and other constituents in the right proportions for oold- 
weather crops. Usar ond reidr lands aro those on which tho 
aline efflorescence known as reh comes to the surface; two 
jnondations are said locally to be sufficient to oonvert tsar soil 
into land capable of repaying cultivation, 

‘The only classification recognized at the Inst settlement was 
that of bhith and dhanhar, ic. high and low lands, With being 
the samo as the soil known locally as Diath. 

Tn .8éran, as oleewhoro in Bihix, tho crops aro grouped in 
three groat divisions—aghani, biadoi and rab, ‘The aghani orops 
consist of wintor rice, which is cub in tho month of Aghan 
(Novembor-Deoomber), and of sugaroane ; the diadot crops aro 
the early or antumn orops roaped in the month of Bhido (August- 
Soptomber), consisting of 60-days (sathi) rice, marud, Indian-oom, 
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indigo and varios millots ; while the rahi arop, which is so called 
booauso it is harvested in the spring (radi), includes such cald~ 
weather otops as whoit, barley, oats, pulses and poppy. At the 
last sottlement (1893—1900) it was found that the agiani cropa 
cocupiod 34 por cant, tho Uindoi crops 41 per cont, and th rabi 
orops 62 per cont, of the not aropped area, of which only 87 por 
cont, was twioo oroppod and 15 par cont. was under ixrigation, 
‘Thomost noticeable points with rogard to thoso figares are the very 
Inrgo aren under rahi orops, tho laxgo area twice-oropped, and 
tho comparatively high poroontago of the not cropped area which 
is irrigated, ‘Tho axon under aglani orops is proportionally very 
‘moh loss than in any othor of tho North Gangotio distriots of 
tho Patna Division, whilettho aroa under rabi crops is greator 
than in any of thoso distrits, 

‘Tho Gopalganj subdivision shows tho largest peroontago 
undor biadoj crops and the smallest under aghani ; in Siwin and 
the hendquarters subdivision the peroentagos of Uhadot and aghani 
iffor vory little from tho gonoral poroontages for tho distriot, 
In Siwin radi oooupies only 49 por cont. of tho not cropped area, 
fy against 72 per cent, in tho headquarters subdivision ; while 
Gopilganj, with 63 por oot, is only slightly abovo the distriot 
average. ‘Tho prodominanco of tho subi orop is ronsked through 
out, In tho throo thinas of tho Siwin subdivision only doos 
tho proportion fall below 60 por cont., while in tho Ohapri. thina 
it rises to 76 por cont., and in Sonpur to as much as 98 por emt, 

Acoording to tho statiatios furnished by tho Inst cadastral Yoon- 
survey, food-orops aro grown on 85 por cent, of the cultivated 
area, Tt is ousious to notion how tho proportion of food-cropis 
is least in tho north, and stondily incroasos as wo gorouth. ‘Thus, 

| tho Gopilganj subdivision has 88 por ooné. of ita total cropped area 
under food-erops, Siwin 84 and tho hoadquartors subdivision 87 
percent. ‘The most remarkable figures are thoso of Sonpur thina, 
whore no less than 94 per oont. of tho cultivated aren is under 
food-rops and only 6 por cont, under non-food-oropa, It is 
generally recognized that prossure of population causes an increase 
in tho cultivation of food-orops at the expenso of the aroa 
under non-food-crops; and though the census figures show that 
Chapr®, Manjhi and Siwin thfinas have moro persons to the 
square milo than Sonpur, it must bo remembered that Sonpur 
is a purely agricultural tract, containing no village which oould 
bo called a town, and having no industry or manufacture on 
which to fall book. ‘The figures hore given, coupled with the 
fot that little more than 9 per cont. of tho area of Sonpur is 
waste land available for. oultivation, servo to show that the 
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presrure of the popuilation on tho soil as reached its extreme 





‘Tho most important of tho food-orops is zioa, which covers 
an aren of 688 square miles or 84 por cont, of the uot oroppod. 
roa, Ono-sixth of it is biadoi rico harvoatod in the autumn, 
and the remaining fivo-sixths is aghani or wintor xioo, ‘Tho 
latter is sown brondoast aftor the oommonoement of tho sains 
in Jumo or July on lands selootod for seed nursorios, which 
have proviously boon ploughed throo or four times, After four 
or six wooks, whon tho young plants aro about a foot high, 
thoy are gonerally transplanted; oach plont is pulled out from 
tho land, which is soft with standing water, and planted again in 
rows in flooded fields, in which the soil has been puddled. ‘Tho 
rico is then loft to mature, with the aid of water, till towards tho 
end of Soptomber, ‘Pho wator is thon drained off and the flolds 
are allowed to dry for 16 days, and at the ond of that timo 
they are again flooded, It is this prnotioe, known us nigar, 
which makes tho rainfall, or failing that, ixigation essontial to 
a suooossful harvest, ‘Those lato xains (the Havhiyd) aro tho most 
important in the year, for not only aro they roquired to bring 
the winter orops to maturity, but also to provide moisturo for tho 
sowing of tho radi crops. Should no xain fall at this poriod, or if 
‘water cannot be prooured from axtifiofal sources, tho plants will 
wither and bocome only fit for foddor ; but if seasonable showors 
fall or the orops aro watored from ard, pains or ounals, tho xioo 
comes to maturity in Novombor or Decombor, and is thon reaped, 

cial feature of rico oultivation in Stran may be mon- 
tionod here, viz, tho growth in low marshy trols of long- 
stommod rico which rises with the flood-lovel. As soon as tho 
low ground has nearly dried up in Fobrunry, it is ploughed, and 
tho seed is sown brondoast, When the regular rains bogin, tho 
plant gradually rises with the water, often attaining a height of 
20 feot,, and being raxely, if ever, drownod by inundation, 

Bhadoi xioo is gonerally sown brondeast on high land in June 
or July and not transplanted; it is regarded aso 60-days crop 
(called sathi from sa¢/, sixty) and is generally harvested in 
August and September, Tt is grown: most extensively in tho 
Gopilganj subdivision, where it aooounts for one quarter of tho 
xico-cropped area, ‘This fact would be of considerable importance 
in a famine caused hy the failure of the aghaui harvest, for the 
dhadoi rice is reaped early in Soptomber, and may be a first rato 
crop, even if there is a failure of the Zothiya xains, on which 
tho aghani tice depends; further, with favourable cold-weather 
showers, a good rabi crop oan be seoured from the land on which 
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hadot rico has been grown. On tho other hand, rabi orops, if 
grown at all on aghani land, aro always of incousiderable value, 
and do little to help the ryotto tide over a year of distross 
following a short aghani outturn, 

Noxt in importanoo are barley and maize, grown on 20 Barley 
and 166 por cont, respeotively of the net cropped area, With! maitw 
rico, they form the staple food of the district, and it is partly 
to the fact that the people are not dependent on rice only 
that the comparative immunity of Siran from famine is due, ; 

‘Various minor food-grains lloctively acoount for 16°7 per Minor 
cont. of tho net croppod axoa, Among those lesan (Lathyras !t- 
sativus) ocoupios an important place, It isa cheap pulso, which 
is largely sown as a oatoh-orop on winter rico lands and cut in 
Fobruary and March, It is mainly the poor man’s food, ond 
is not onten by thoso who can afford anything better, Among 
others crops classed under this head are china (Panicum 
miliaooum), pees, onts, masuri (Lens esculenta), sean (Panioum 
frumontacoum), kauni (Sotaria italia), uréd (Phasoolus mungo), 
ming (Phaseolus radiatus), aud janera (Sorghum vulgare. 
China and kauni are husked, boiled and eaten like rico ; Ahesari, 
peas and janerd are ground into flour before consumption, ‘Tho 
produce of all these orops entor largely into the diotary of 
tho poorer classes ; exoopt when specially propared, they aro 
not eaten by the well-to-do, lina, a millot offen sown with 
rico, is valuable in a yoor of famino, ax it is ready for outting 
about 6 weeks aftor it is sown ; but the soil is said to deteriorate 
after oven ono crop. With tho exooption of onts, those orops aro 
seldom grown singly, poes and musurt boing gonorally. sown 

ith barley, sdwan and kauni with maize, mang with janora, 
urid with Kodo, and so on. They cover tho largest proportion of 
the net cropped area in Siwin and Darauli, which aro also the 
‘thiinas in which aghani rico is most important ; and the extent to 
which Miesari is sown on winter ioe lands doubtless accounts 
for the large area (8'4 per cant, of tho net cropped area) shown 
‘as under misoellanoous food-crops. 

, Kodo (Paspalum sorobioulatum) ocoupios 8:36 por oont, of xezos 
the not oropped aren and is most widely grown in the Gopilgenj 
subdivision and in the Sonpur thiina. Itis husked and eaten 
like rice, and largely takes its place among the poorer classes at 
certain seasons of the year. 

‘Wheat is raised on 6 per cont. of the net cropped area. and wheat, 
is the most valuable of all the rabi food-crops. It requires 
special lands and high cultivation, and is usually raised for sale 

4 rather than for home consumption, as the ordinary ryot cannot 























Arar, 


Gram, 


Barwa, 


64 SARAN. 


‘ford to ont it. It's most important in Sonpur, whero it covers 
over 18 percent. of the net cropped aren, and in Pars’, where 
it aooounts for nearly 10 per cent. At the othot end of tho soalo 
is Darauli, where only a little over 1 por cont: is undor this orop. 

Arhar (Cajanns indioas) comes noxt in onlor of importanco, 
cooupying 5 por oont. of tho not oroppod area. It is n hardy 
oop-rooted crop, which can withstand drought, and is therofore 
mont valuablein a year of short rainfall; ovory observer during 
the famine of 1897 was struck with tho way in which ariar 
flourished while other orops wore parched and dying. Tt is 
sown in June, usually intersporsed with maizo, and reaped in 
April, It roquites no irrigation, but is benefited by oold-wonthor 
showers. When out, tho pods aro throshed and the pous aro 
ground into flour and eaten as da’, the pods. themsclves being 
‘used as fodder for cattle, whilo tho stalks aro valuable as fuel, It 
is extensively grown in all thinos exoopt Parsi and Sonpur, 
whore tho moro valuable whoat crop takes its place. 

Gram is an important erop in the southorn part of the 
district, especially in thinas Sonpur and Ohnpri. It is largely 
used as fodder for horses, but is also eaten by human boings in 
the form of eatlu, and is used as dal and flour in proparing 
othor food. 

Barwa (Blousine coracana), covering 3 por ont, of tho 

‘area, is an unimportant orop, exoopt in tho Siwin sub- 
division ond Minjhi thiina, It is transplanted like rioo, but tho 
soil requires less propnration, It is harvosted in Soptombor, and 
takes little out of the soil, on which a rabi arop is invatiably 
grown subsequently. Maru@ is ground into flour and oaton 
jn tho form of cakes. It is tho grain gonealy givon to 
_ boars, whoa thy aro pid in kind instead of in 

‘Miscellaneous food-orops acount for 29 por realised 
“aa cropped area, the most important being yams (alua) and 
potatoes. ‘They aro most extensively grown in the headquarters 
subdivision, where they aooount for over 4 per oant. af tho not 
cropped arrea, Potatoes over altogethor 6,000 acres, of which 
6,000 nores aro in the headquarters subdivision. ‘They aro usod 

1s vegetables by the xiob, and honoo aro grown, 98 a rule, ouly 
in the neighbourhood of Inrge marketa, 


Nox-roon- Among the non-food-orops oil-sceds oooupy the most import 
onan, 


ant position, being grown on 7-2 por oont. of the net croppod 
area. ‘Tho most important of tho oil-seeds is linseed with noarly 
80,000 nares, mustard. following it with only 8,650 acres. ‘They 
aré moit extensively grown in thinas Chapri, Minjhi and 
Paras, and in, the Gopalganj subdivision. 
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Sugarcane is a orop which has come into prominence diting sugarcane, 
tho last fow years, its caltivation having been steadily extended 
in the groator part of tho district, ‘When the settlement statistios 
‘wero obtained, it was grown on 36,000 ncres or 28 per cont. 
of tho not cropped area, being most important in the Siwan eab- 
division, ospeoially in tho Darault thina whore it covered over 
9 por cont. of the not aropped area, and where nearly one-third 
of tho sugarcano of the distriot was produced. Since that timo 
tho high prioos obtained for sugar have led to an inorease in 
production generally, and sugarcane has been largely substitated 
for indigo. ‘Tho result is that tho aren devoted to tho crop has 
inoreased to 44,700 sores or 8°5 per cent, of the net cropped 
area. In other words, it now covers an area nearly equal to that 
formerly covered by indigo, which has lost much of its importanco, 

At the timo of the settlement operations, 45,500 acres, or Indigo. 
8°5 por cont. of tho not oropped area, wero under indigo ; but 
tho aroa has decreased vory much since that time, owing to the 
competition of -artiffoial dye. Several factories havo boen closed, 
‘and the area sown has been curtailed in many others ; much of 
tho sbandoned’ land has been given back or sold to xyots for 
ordinary cultivation of food-orops, and a good deal has been laid 
down’ by tho factories thomeelves in sugarcane and oil-soeds, 
tobacoo and other spesial orops, ‘The result is that the area has 
now (1907) shrank to 11,200 aores or less than a fourth of tho 
fron sown 10 yours ago. Tho gronter portion of this aroa lies in 
the Gopilganj subdivision, ond nearly all the remainder in tho 
Siwin subdivision, Indigo cultivation in the headquarters sub- 
division is now comparatively rare. 

Poppy is grown most extensively in the Gopalganj and Siwin roy, 
subdivisions, but it is also an important crop in all the thinas of 
the headquarters subdivision exoopt Sonpur. ‘There is, however, 

a marked tendency for the area under poppy to contract, It 
is a very delicate crop and liable to many vicisitudes; end 
notwithstanding the advantages of the system of advances, ryots 
frequently prefer to grow other special orops, such as potatoes. At 
the time of tho ondastral survey altogether 40,000 acres were 
‘under poppy, but the rea has now shrank to 30,300 acres. 
Horo, as elsewhere, the production of opium is s Government 
monopoly, and is under the control of the Opium Department. 

Of the erops shown under the head of fibres, the most import- Fibres, 
ant is cotton, which now covers over 14,400 acres, the cultivation 
having been extended to some extent since the decrease of 
the area under indigo, especially i the headquarters subdivi- 
sion. ~It-is elmost invariably grown as a mixed crop with arhar. 

g 
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‘The looal staple is very poor; but Madras cotton has boon intro; 
uoed, by the Arwa faotory. Experiments in the oultivation ond 
Snennfasture of thoa fibre havo beon made at tho Gopélpur 
Jactory. Tuto ond flax are grown on an insignifloat area, 
ee "The aoa under other non-food-orops is also insignifoant. 
Thotching grass (Hiarhaul) is grown mainly in the Goptlganj 
ubdivision and Mashrak thina, the remainder of tho distxiot 
being t00 closely cultivated to loavo much zoom for it. ‘Under 
dyes, othor than inigo comes saillowor (lum), which is grown 
Cuiolly on. diaras ce o mixed crop with barley and wheal, 
Formerly st was grown on a much larger seule, but of lato it 
hnas beoonie unimportant, as the chenpgt foreign chemical dyes 
havo replaced it, ‘Tobacco, though an, important and valuable 
cop in Mazaffexpur and other neighbouiing districts, oooupics 
nly an insignifoant position in Saran. Pan or botel loaf fe 
grown gonotully on bigh land sitnetod near walls and tanks; the 
Stages of Obisind, Gultenganj and Dighwirs axe the ohief 
Tenties of pon oultivetion, but it js also grown on.» amall soale 
fa many other villoges between Chirind and Sonpur, 
Aozovie In the precoding socount the statistics obtained at the last 
FoHiE getlament have bon givon, but in, son oat the oropped area 
Fristt- 19 een oxtended or reduced considerably, ‘The following table 
ig therefore givon to show the normal. acreage of each crop and 
ita porcontage on the normal net cropped area — 
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_Asoording to the returns for 1908-07, tho total grea undor 
Afferent orops was 2,762 squaro miles, of which 698 square miles 
Wore twice cropped, the net cropped aroa being thus 2,064 square 
miles, Tho aren not available for oultivation was returned at 
807 square miles, while the aren of oultivablo waste (excluding 
126 square miles classed as ourront fallow) was only 178 aquaro 
miles or 6°6 per ont. of the entire area of the district, 

‘Eyon in the daya of Muhammadan rule Stran was extensively ures. 
and closely cultivated owing to its favourable situation and rich #0" oF 
soil; and in 1703 wo find tho Collector desoribing it as being tron, *” 
“gonorally in a stato of high cultivation.” All the available 
evidence fonds to show that under British sule tho agricultural 
aadvanoo in this distriot has beon more in the dirootion of improvo- 
ment than of extension of cultivation, At first sight, it is true, 
the poroontage of uncultivated land (22°75 por cant.) appears 
large, arid, considering tho pressure on tho soil, it sooms strango 
that tho proportion should be greater than in Muzaffarpur or 
Darbhangt. ‘This, however, doos not represent a resorve available 
forcaltivation, but is duo to the largo aron of didra land, the 
pater pat of which consists of sand end water, and. can never 

cultivable under any oiroumstanoes, If this aron be deducted, 
ay well as that covered by municipal towns, tho cultivated 
aren is just under 80 per cont. ‘There are, as a matter of fact, 

+ only 818 square milos available for the expansion of cultivation, 
ie, a litle over 12 por oont, of the whole district; and of 

moro than one-third is covered with mango groves, while most 
of the rest is absolutely. necessary for pasturago for the oattle, 
Adding current fallow to the oultivated area, wo find that only 

114 por cent. of tho cultivated area is given rostiin this district, 

little moro thn one acre in every hundred brought under tho 
plough being left untilled even for a single your.* 

Tt is manifest that 60 large a population, which is mainly 1riproree 
agrioultural, could not be supported unless the land wes une mestot 
usually fertile and highly oultivated ; and it is not surprising, ™™'*"* 
thorefore, to find that nearly the wholo of its aree is at prosent 
under the plough, or to loarn that Stren has always, from the 
carliost timos of which reoord oxists, boon remarkable for its 
high state of agriculture, Even the most discontented cultivator 
never 40 much os hints that the soil is becoming worked out, or 
that the annual produce is becoming smaller year by year, a 
result which is probably due very laxgely to tho aystematio way 
inwhich-the land is manured; though it is also aooounted for, 
in the oxo of lowlands, by tho periodical, foods which leave 

©The tigares quoted ta Chis paragraph aro Ghowe given tv Gh Sellamont Report 
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Dohind a rich alluvial deposit. Tho cultivators of Siran are, in 
foot, among the most advanced agrioulturists in the Provinos. 
‘There is on oxperimontal form at Sripur, whoro usoful 
work is being conduoted in connection with the cultivation of 
maize, onts and jody ; experiments in oatile breeding aro also 
carried on. 
Tone Little uso has boon made of tho provisions of tho Land 
Act Tmprovemont and Agrioulturists Loans Aota, the only consider 
ablo advances mado boing in the famine your of 1807, whon 
over 2 Inkhs wore lont undor tho Agriculturiste Loans Act, Tt 
hhas not boon the policy of Goverment to interfere ordinarily 
dotweon the ryot and his mahajan, but merely to step in when 
adverse agricultural conditions make money unusually doar aid 
render it advisable to help the xyot to sooure money promptly and 
at low intorost. ‘Tho principle of seourity genorally ndoptod is for 
a number of ryots in ono villago to bind thomsolves jointly and 
soverally to repay tho sum advoneod to oach parson who signs tho 
agreement, Advances under tho Land Improvement: Loans Act 
aro not very popular, and yet much good might bo dono if thoso 
adyanoes wore judiciously but liberally given in those paris of 
the district where the construction of wells is necessary for 
agricaltaral operations. Recently ome attempts havo beon 
mado to start agricultural banks, and a few infant banks havo 
ogun to work with a small oapital, But in this district, it is 
roported, tho profossional money-londor is not to bo drondod, 
‘Tho money-lendors aro woll-to-do cultivators and small zamindtirs; 
‘and most of the land which changes hands is taken by them 
and not by the boniyds, and thus docs not go out of the possession 
of tho agricultural and landholding olnsses. 

‘Tho most distinctive fruit of Saran is the mango. Mango 
groves cover no less than 71,000 acres, and are particularly 
numerous in the Manjhi thina, probably beoanse the whole area 
+ was until ‘recont years owned by two influential families, those 

of Manjhi and Chainpux, both of which granted largo’ aroas 
rent-free to their family priests and retainers, who used to plant 
with trees a portion of the area which they could not them- 
solves bring under cultivation. At prosent, the tondenoy is for the 
cultivators, in their anxiety to find land for their orops, to cut 
down all groves that are not immodiately profitable, except whon 
religious considerations dobar them from doing’ 80. A; 
other fruits may be mentioned the ioht (Nopheliuin litchi), 
custard-apple, juck-frait, lemon, plantain, bel (Aegle Marielos), 
mate and guava, The mango, ficht and bel fruits xipen 
in tho hot weather, the jack-frait in tho rains, the plantain sng 
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guava all the year round, Peaches, grapes and pine-applés are 
also found in good gardens. E 
Among vegetables the most important are potatoes. and yams, 
both of which are grown extensively. The former are cultivated 
‘on no Jess than 6,000 acres, while yams (a/ud) are an important 
crop used largely for food by the poorer classes. A. large number 
of other vogetablos aro raised in garden plots for house 
hold use and for sole, such as the ogg plant or baigun (Solanum 
melongena), ground-nut, garlio, pumpkins, gourds, radishes, 
‘melons, onions and carrots. Chillies are cultivated on a large 
scale and, to a less extont, aniseod and coriander, 
‘The cattle are genorally poor in quality, tho bost coming from caxrta. 
‘Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga and from tho United Provinoos, 
Owing to tho appropriation of all available land for crops, pastur- 
age is insutficient, but in the cold weather a large number of cattle 
aro sont to Champaran to graze. Milch buffaloos and cart bullocks 
are the best tended and fed; plough bullooks-and cows are not 
infrequently nogleoted and under-fod. Fortunstoly, the nature 
of the soil and the system cf shallow plonghing, which is all that is 
generally required, do not necessitate the use of other than small 
pullocks. The Hathwa Raj has established a cattle-breeding 
farm at Sripur in the north-west of the district, and it is hoped 
jually to improve the local breeds by the systematio selection 
of good bull calves to be brought up in the farm and subsequently 
tarned loose among the village herds, Moro is hoped from this 
system than from orossing local cows with up-country and other 
foreign bulls, 
‘There is considerable difficulty about pasturage, as no laxge 
grazing grounds are Ieft, and proper stall-feeding is costly. Uear 
‘ Tands, on which a salt deposit called reh forms, and which will 
: grow nothing but very inferior grass, are generally usod for 
* grazing and, in fact, afford the only real pasturage in the district, 
except such seanty pickings as the cattle may find in roadsides, 
fiold boundaries or groves of trees. In September, October and 
November there is abundanos of food in maize stalks and kode 
+ straw, mixed with green b4jra and grass chopped up ;in December 
‘and January rico straw is added, In Fobruary, fodder is suppliod 
by datri, in Maroh the straw of the rabi crop comes in,and in April 
wheat chaff is stored up for uso, May, Juno and July aro the 
months in which it is most diffioult to feed the cattle, but in 
: ‘August b4jra is again procurable, 
Most of the horses and ponies in this district come from 
Ballia and elsewhere in the United Provinces, but a few are bred 
in Saran both for domestic use and slso for sale affairs, The 
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principal fairs aro the Sonpur fair, the Godnk fnir hela at Revel- 
ganj in November, tho Silbausi and Mchnér fairs in February, 
and the Thawo fair in March, Of these fairs by far tho most 
important is that held at Sonpux, which is, in fact, one of tho 
largest catile and horeo fairs in India, It is held on the full 
moon of Novombor every year and lasts about a fortnight; a 
fuller dosoription of this fair will bo found in Chapter XV, A 
ontile show is algo held annually at Sripux, Votorinary relief is 
aMforded ata veerintny dgpensny at Larpor under tho manage 
ment of the Hatliws Raj, 
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Tn has been explained in the provious chapter that Siran is 
not dependent on any ono orop, tho area under cuitivation being 
fairly ovonly divided among the threo groat harvoate of the 
yar. No one harvest has such a predominance as to dwarf the 
others, and. past experionoe has shown that it requires the failure 
of two of the threo harvests of tho your to cause famine. In this 
respest, Siran is different from other districte of Bihir, where 
tho cultivators aro mainly dependent on winter rioo; and there 
is also this marked distiuction that in Saran the latter orop is nob 
confined to any ono tract as it is elsewhere, but is found in 
soattered portions throughout the distriot. Still,“nemly one-fifth 
of tho district is, to a large extent, dependent for its prosperity on 
tho aphani harvest, and is liable to suffer severely in a year of 
drought, Every thina, except Sonpur, contains a considerable 
proportion of this area, and its scattered nature makes famino 
administration in Sarm an anxious und dificult task. Ono 
of the most striking foatures of tho distriot is the presenoo, in 
nearly all pasts of it, of large low-lying tracts of land in which 
only aghani tice on bo grown, Iftho aghani crop is a failure, 
such tracts are bound to suffer severely, oven although the 
thigh lands by which they are suxromded may have secured » 
good thadoi and rabi harvest, Thus, in tho famine of 1897, 
though genoral distress was averted from Stan, the stress in 
certain parts of the district was greater than elsewhere, ‘The rioo 
crop was the greatest failure; and it was in the tracts where xice 
‘was the only or tho principal crop that serious distress ooourred. 
In five out of the ten thinas, viz, in Mixganj, Goptlganj, 
‘Mashrak, Parsi and Sonpur, bhadoi ocoupios over 40 per cent. and 
tabi over 58 per cont, of the met cropped aren; and of those 
thinas it may be safely said that they are, as a whole, practically 
secure from famine, unless a failure of the reins, resulting in 
disaster to tho dhadoi and agtani crope, is followed by a failure 
of the ruti. ‘The Siwin subdivision, on the other hand, with 
a comparatively large area under aghani crops anda small area 
under rabi, is liable to suffer first in caso of a failure of the 
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rains, At the samo timo, famine could never bo xeally severe for 
moro than a few months, unless the rabi crops failed also. In 
tho remaining thinas, Manjbi and Chapra, tho area undar thadot 
and aghani crops is equally distzibuted, while the poreentago 
under abi is considerably above tho district average. In these 
thinas,. too, severe and wideeprend fimine is said to bo an 
impossibility, unless there is a failure of all the harvests of the 
year. 

‘Taking the district asa wholo, it is loss dopendont on the 
‘winter rico crop than any other district in North Bihts, though 
thore aro tracts in various parts in which winter rice is predomin- 
ant. In those limited areas the failure of that crop is followed 
by sovero distress; but in Siran, as a whole, the rico is the least 
important crop of all and the rabi tho most important. ‘Thus, 
though a.failuze of the winter rice does not plunge the district, 
as a whole, into such dire distress as Muzatfarpur, Champaran or 
Darbbang’, large tracts must always be seriously affected by a 
failure of the monsoon; and its denso population, almost entirely 
Aependent on agriculture, the indebtedness of largo part of tho 
agricultural oldss, and tho small averago sizo of holdings must 
always make it a source of anxicty in any year of short harvests 
and high prices, 

Since Saran oame under British rule there have been five 
severe famines, viz.,in 1770, 1783, 1866, 1874 and 1897, the 
history of which is an interesting study of the development of 
the administration of famino relief 
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of 1770 in Sixan, I appears from the record left by Muhanimad 
Reza Khin and from lottors of Mr. Thomas Rumbold, Chiof 
of Patna, that there were heavy floods in August 1768 in several 
parte of Bihar, followed by’ intense and continued drought, 
relieved only by showers during the rainy scason of 1769, In 
1770 ternible and widesproad famine ensued, ond in April 1770 
wo find Mr. Aloxonder, the Supervisor of Bihir, reporting that 
the depopulation in the interior was more rapid than could be 
imagined by any one who had not. witnessed it: while in June 
1770 the Hon. John Cartior, the President and Governor, 
informed the gentlemen of the Select Committes that the 
mortality among the people in the Bihar Provinoe had already 





stop taken to relieve the genoral distress was a composi 
the farmers, by which the demand was proportioned to their 
actual ability to. pay ; two-thirds of the actual crops being taken, 
and no demand made from those who had nothing: ‘Tho result 
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‘was ‘that collevtions, though poor, were much better than was 
anticipated, owing to the high prioo at which grain was sold. 

On the recommendation of My. Rumbold, a sum of one lakh was 
remitted from the revenue in Sarkar Saran, and Re. 1,60,250 in 

Sarkar Ohumptran at the end of 1760 ; besides a deduotion from 

the demand fo the extent of Re. 1,20,000, which hnd already 

‘been sanctionod at tho beginning of that year. 

‘There is some interesting correspondence showing the alkion Panis of 
taken by tho Collector of Siran in 1788 to prohibit exportation, !78 
and to foreo the dealors to soll to any person who wanted grain, 
and to break down monopolies. Ho proposed, among other 
things, that all grain which any ono should attempt to export, 
contrary to the mening of the prohibition, should bo conflscuted 
and doposited in a safo plaoe by tho Collector, to be delivered 
by him gratis to tho poor. Ho justified thes extraordinary 
proposals on tho grounds that tho conduct of the monopolists 
during tho famino of 1770 tonded in a groat degroo to bring on 
and afterwards to continue that calamity. Wo find, howover, 
that on the 10th Ootobor 1783, Mr. (afterwards Sir John) Shore 
(Lord Toignmouth) wroto from Patna, to which plaoo ho sooms 
to have been specially depatod, that he hnd directed the Colleotors 
of Stren and Tishub to romove every embargo on tho treo 
exportation of grain from their districts, holding that the grontest 
Aistress required roliof first, and that merohants would disposo 
of their grain wherever thoy could do #0 to the best advantage ; 
‘and that they would only continue to oxport it as long as tho 
souroity was greater than within their distriot’ ‘Tho Council fully 
approved tho moagures takon by: Mz. Shore, 

‘Tho famine of 1866 was causod by bad harveste in threo Famine of 
successive years and by a general riso in the prico of food, ! 
unacoompanied by any advance in wages. ‘Tho autumn orops 
of 1864 had partially failed, the rabi orops of 1865 had been 
sovorely injured by hail ; and this was followed by a failure of 
oth the maize sid rice crops, tho outturn of the Intter being 
only one-third of tho average. Much, thorofore, depended on tho 
winter crops, the sowing of which had boon retarded by want of 
rain and want of seed ; but tho hopes founded on thom wero 
frustrated by hail-storms which ravaged tho distriot from ite 
extreme north-western comer to its eastern limit, whero it is 
Pounded by the Gandak. ‘Thotract affected was about 85 miles 
Jong by 8 miles broad ; acd 80 complete was tho destruction that 
it was said that almost every blade of corn and green leaf had 
deen destroyed. ‘The effect of this storm was to involve in ruin all, 
cultivators within its xeach and to doprive the labouring class of 
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* ‘employment, ‘They hed, in faot, no means of support till the next 
sowing soasoi, three or four months distant. In the moan- 
time, Rs. 8,000 were sent to somo indigo planters, in looalities 
where the distross was Keonest, to alford some xelief by road- 
making, Work was also started at Siwin; ond somo hundreds 
wore thus supported till April, whon funds xan short and tho 
the works were stopped, 

No other relief measures were adopted till June, when the 
distribution of gratuitous roliot was started at 11 contres. Road 
works wore recommenced in July, and 1,800 persons wero thus 
employed in July, Avgust and September; but the relict came 
too late, ‘The Collector had reported, towards the ond of 1865, 
that everything depended on the rabi crops; and that if these 
failed, as they did, there would be frightful distress. In the words 
‘of Mz. Cockerell—“ A clear ongo for oxtensive relict monsuros 
hhad arisen; yet no provision for affording relief on a scalo 
at all commensurate with the need of the people was attempted, 
till late in the month of Juno; and consequently, a vast number 
‘of those who came to the relicf contros to obtain food, were 
already in a moribund state, to whom the first meal gave the 
“death blow.” Altogether, 8,175 persons aro said to have died from 
starvation and discos; and in no month did the daily average 
number of persons receiving relict of one kind or another 
exooed 7,000. 

Famine of ‘The famine of 1874 was due to the deficient and abnormally 

3874 distributed rainfall of 1873, aggravated by unfavourable weather 
‘ond short orops in the preceding year. In 1872 the rain- 
fall in the headquarters subdivision was 9 inches under the 
normal quantity, and though its happy distribution mitigated 
groatly the ovil effeots of such an unusual absenoo of moisture, 
it could not wholly avert them. In the Siwin subdivision, on 
the other hand; tho rainfall in 1872, though up to tho average, 
was badly distpibuted. The general effoot was that for the 
district, a8 a whole, the autumn crop yielded faizly ; the rice crop 
‘was five-cighths of an average crop, and the winter erop of 
1873 was about one-eighth short of an average, ‘Thus the year 
1878-74 was ushered in by a your which was iteolf unseasonablo, 
and prices during the earlier months of 1878 were considerably 
‘Above the rates which usually provail at that period, In 1878, 
although the total rainfall was only four or five inches below the 
average of the ton provoding years, ite distribution was pheno- 
menally abnorihal. ‘There was no rain in May, and tho monsoon 
yains did not break till late in June. On the other hand, out of 
the total rainfall of 35°88 inches during the whole year over 26 
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inches fell in July and August. In September, a month in 
which rico demands copious moisture, only one inch of zain 
fell, and the last three months of the year wore absolutely 
reinless. 

‘The result: was that the crops were moro or less deficient in. all 
parts of tho district, exoopt along the banks of the Grogri. ‘The 
maizo yiclded hardly throe-cighths of an ordinary crop ; end the 
rice orop failed almost entirely. In the Barauli outpost 
and Basantpur thina, bordering the Gendak, the deficimey was 
groatest ; and to tho west of Hathwa, where the main crop was 
rioo, end the harvests had beon deficient for three suocessive years, 
severe distross was incvitable, By the middle of January rice 
was selling at 10 amd 11 seors’a xupeo, and relief works were 
opened, As carly os the 10th Februny, there were 70,000 
persons employed on relief works, many of whom Were women 
and porsons who do not ordinarily resort to this kind of labour. 
By the beginning of June the average daily number of parsons 
on relict works xose to 226,000 ; but it more nearly resembled 
system of gratuitous relief without its stigma, as most were on 
daily wages, only a few doing picoe-work, which was rofused 
by tho highor oastes, such as Bréhmane and Rejputs, In 
all, 62 relief circles had been opened, the agonoy of indigo 
planters being resorted to wherever possible, Advances of 
cach and food grains were also actively pushed on. Orders had 
been issued in May that all payments should be made in grain, 
but by tho Jst June only 80,000 maunds out of nearly 5:20,000 
maunds of Government grain had been consumed; and of tho 

“rice imported by the Hathw Raj, whoso estates lay in the most 
distressed parts, only 11,000 out of 124,000 maunds had boon 


‘During the fortnight ending the 17th June the average daily 
number employed on works advanced to 229,885 ; but tho number 
began to fall as soon as the rains began, and the biadoi crop, 
which was a good one on the whole, though damaged by inun- 
dations and excessive rainfall in somo parts, greatly relieved 
the pressure, But in September there was a vary high flood, 
the Ganges rising 11 inches above the level of the flood of 
3871, which inundated Chopra. Neatly one-sixth of tho 
whole district was submerged, more or less, especially the thinas 
of Dighward, Ohepri and Parsi, During the fortnight ending 
the 11th September, the average daily number on relief works 
was 121,719, the number on chaxitable relief 60,873. From the 

. lth to the 24th Soptember there was a serious want of tain, 
which gave rise to gloomy anticipations regarding the quiturn 
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of the winter crops. But thefall of rain, varying from 4 to 18 
inches, during the following fortnight saved the rico ; and rolief 
operations were soon afterwards brought to an end. ‘The amount 
of soliof given by the State was very groat. During the year 610 
tons of grain were distributed, 6,410 tons sold for cash, 17,804 
tons advanced on loan, and 11,487 tons paid as wages, or in all 
1,019,228 maunds. Besides this, Rs. 2,92,663 wore distributed in 
cash, Rs, 641,477 advanced on loa, and Rs, 15,06,412 paid 
‘as wages. ‘Tho pendulum had swung forward with a ven- 
geanoe, and although no lives wore lost by starvation os in 
1866, tho result was atfainod at an enormous and unnocossury 
cost. It is easy to bo wiso after the event, but it is generally 
admitted that the measures taken erred on the side of extray- 
and led to demoralization, : 
Fusing of ” ‘Tho famine of 1807 was du to dofiont end ill-distributed 
+ ainfall. ‘The rain was short in September 1805, and from the 
Ist October. 1895 to the 80th June 1896 only 271 inches fell. 
Jn 1896 the rains commoncod Into in June, and from the 
first wero insufficient, tho monsoon current from the 
reoming to be exhausted before it reached Stran; and two 
Jong periods of. drought occurred in August and September. 
Jn June tho fall was only 2°68 inches as against a normal fall 
‘of 6-42 inches, in July the fall was 3} inches short, and in August 
the deficiency was an inch and a half; but, worse was to come, for 
in September only 1:28 inches fell against an average of .7-45 
inches, ond none fell after the middle of. that month or. in 
October, ‘Thus, the three asterisms of the Hathiya, Ohitra ond 
Sivati, which are the most important in the whole agricultural 
‘your, passed without a drop of rain in this district. ‘The deficiency 
Jvns equivalent to 47°85 per cent. of the normal fall, the total 
{ainfall from the Ist Apzil to the Ist November being only 22°32 
inches, in place. of a normal fall of 42°80 inohes, Tho district 
avernge for the whole of the year 1807 was 24-08 inches, the 
Jowest on record. ‘The result. was that tho diadoi was only a 
Ganna crop, the aghani rice 1} annas, and the rabi, which was 
auch helped by the winter rains, 12} annas, ‘Tho failuro 
of the winter rico was tho greatest, and following the serious 
failure of the Diadoi crop, which is very importent in Siren, 
the position was oritioal... Prices, also, which had beén for some 
years high, notwithstanding good harvests, rose very high in 
‘October 1896; and the goneral distress and famine throughout 
‘Northem and Central India heightened the anxiety. 2 
‘The first symptoms of real distress did not appear till: Deoem= 
‘per and Janpary, although test rplief, works were opened in the 
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+ inorth-wost and west of the Gopilganj subdivision at the end of 
November and beginning ‘of December. Experienoe soon proved, 
however, that relief works wero an’ unatistuotory test, An un- 
procedentod numbor of males had emigrated, the rosult being that 
in “numerous cases houses had boon left with the women and 
children in charge of a single man. Tho pooplo, therefore, found 
themselves unable to xesort to relief works, unless they wero close 
to their houses, It was also cbvions that, whorevor relict works 
wore opened under the provisions of tho Famine ode, the people 
of noighbouring villagos would swarm to them whether in aotual 
istross or not. Tho Collector acoordingly oame to tho conclusion 
that it was neoossuxy to organizo quickly a system of gratuitous 
roliof, and to mako relief work as onorous ns possiblo, The largost 
numbor of relief works open at any timo was 52; and the largest 
number of persons actually employed on roliof works at any timo 
‘was 28,711 in the month of May 1897, represénting a peroontago 
of 1°05 of the population of tho affected area, Gratuitous relict 
‘was found necessary at an arly dato for the reasons already stated, 
and was promptly organized. At tho same time, the ‘numbor 
relieved was at no time excessive, and was nover more than 
60,005, Owing to vory hoavy rain oousing floods in June, which 
Aestroyed some of tho Uiadoi orop, July was perhaps the worst 
month that the people of Siran had to go through, 

‘Most of tho relief was givon at contres in the shape of grain 
oles ; and tho proportion relieved in poor-houses and kitohons was 
insignifloant till the ond of July, when oxtonsivo kitshon relief 
‘was first organized for tho bonofit of tho children, the bull of 
whom wore of the lowest class, living from hand to mouth, ‘The 
‘orult of the offorts made by tho wuthorities was that not a single 
oath from starvation was authontioated, and it was not till 
Avugust that. the doath-rato began to oxcoed the normal, owing to 
malaria in an intonsified form aoting on a population reduced 
by insulficient food. 

‘The following account of the course of the famine is quoted 
from tho report of the Commissioner, Sir James Bourdillon, x.0.8.7 
who had himself boon Collector of Sixan... ‘Pho expected sevority 
of the distress was greatly mitigated by three facts: in tho firab 
place, tho distriot in tho best of years mover supports itself, 
and its people always live very langely on imported grain, 
0 that when tho harvosts failed and prices began to iso, all that 
the merchants had to do was to extend their operations, 
Secondly, Baran has long been known as a district from which the 
inhabitants emigrato very largely, both quasi-permanently and 
for shorter periods in the winter in search of employment ; most 
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of these emigrants send romittenoss to their homes, the total « 
amounting to a very largo eum every year, and being larger 
then ever in 1896-97, while the temporary emigrants bring 
home with thom a further portion of their earnings. Lastly, both 
indigo and the poppy are extensively grown in tho district, 
and largo sums thus pass into tho hands of the people as tho 
‘wages of labour. 

“Jn these ciroumstances, gonoral distress was averted from 
Biron, but in cortain parts of the district tho stress was greator 
than elsewhere : the rice crop was the groatest failure, and henoo 
it was in the tracts where rice was the only or the principal crop 
that serious distress occurred, and this cirumstance aooounts for 
the ouriously variegated charactor of the Siren famine map. 
Tho Gopilganj subdivision was the most severely affected, for 
this subdivision contains many Inrge ico swamps, especially 
in the north and northewest of both its thinns, and also a 
specially bad tract in the south-onst of tho subdivision, north 
of Mashrak, where tho soil is poor, the cultivation not s0 good 
ag elsewhere, and where the crops wore a moro complete failure, 
In tho Siwin subdivision the worst tracts were a lerge area in 
tho Darauli thina on the west, a broad strip of the oountry 20 
miles long by 16 broad on both sides of: tho Siwan-Tajpar 
road, ond a smaller tract to tho eost around the police station 
of Basantpur, Inthe Sadar subdivision, the worst tracts wore 
trot to the north of Mashrak police station, which in effect is 
8 part of the bad tract in Basanipur and the seriously affected 

taaoé in the south-east of Goptlganj shove enumerated, a strip of 

24 miles by 8 to the enst of the Bengal and North-Western 

Railway line and betweon it and the Garkhé-Siwin rond, and a 

‘mall tract in the extromo south-oast of the district. 

“All these trots were not equally affected throughout the time 
of scarcity, since the area was somewhat contracted when the rabi 
‘was cut, but during tho worst months (May, June and July) the 
whole district was more or less affected, excopt the Dighwara 
thina in the south-east and the didra lands along the Gogra 
and Gandak rivers ; while the sovorely. distressed tract included 
the whole of the Gopilganj subdivision, two-thirds of the Siwin 
subdivision and about half the Sadar subdivision, When the stress 

“tolaxed a Little, xeliof -was first folt in thoso tracts which grew 

Shadoi crops, While in those in which viee was the only or the 

‘principal arop, relief works and gratuitous relief were maintained 

4ill the end of September,” i 
, ‘The district hes always beon poouliarly liable to floods, for 

whon the rainfall is unusually heavy, the drainage channels’ are 
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tunable to contain all tho wator, and largo tracts aro inundated 
the consequences’ are specially disastrous when the watore of the 
smaller rivers are bucked up by high floods in the groat 
j rivers into which they flow. he old records are full of oom- 
} plaints about those inundations, which in many casos rendered 
omissions of revenue notessnry, For instance, in Soptember 
} 1787, the Collector reported that several parganas wore entirely 
t ‘under water, andthe whole of the Jadot and. a great part of the 
aaghani exop ‘was destroyed; villages had boon thrown down, and 
fovoral lives lost: the small rivors flowing from the Gandak 
swelled to such a degroo and ran with such volocty, that 
nothing could sland before the current, and many thousand 
cattle wero drowned. It seem: 
the Gandak embankment was not then in good ord 
ond of tho 18th oonfury, this embankment bis more ot lost 
i completely protected the north-eastern side of the district; but 
' it is still exposed to flood on the south-west and south from the “ 
Gogek and Ganges, 
Tn 1871, tho town of Ohaprt was inundated by tho combined Wood ot 
floods of those two xivors; and in 1874 thero was n still 97% 
highor flood, when. tho water rose more than 6 feet aboro tho 
general level of the town, ond Ohapra was only saved by an 
embinkmont, whioh had fortunatoly buon raised and atrongthoned 
‘as a reliof work in 1874, It was possible to sail over a groat 
aot of tho pout-ston potion of the disc which wus © nm 
jer. 
Tn 1800, again, a food in, tho Gogrt, which broached the pogd ot 
samindiri embankment from Manjhi to Téjpur Ghit on tho1800, 
Gogra, and that along the westem bank of the Diba, onused 
much damage to the dladoi and aghani, crops, besides loss of 
houses, caitle and stored grain in a long ship of country, extend 
ing over 182 squaro miles, mainly in tho Ménjhi, Darauli and 
Chaprd thinas, ‘The flood lovel on this ocousion rose more than 
4 foot above tho genoral level of the town of Chapra, . 
i In. Soptomber 1898 another serious flood ocourred owing to Picod ot 
ebnormally heayy rain, noatly 20 inches of rain falling in” 20 800, 
days, ‘Ihe inundation which ensued was, however, not due to 
: Droeches in the main embankments, though some subsidiary 
embankments wero overtopped ; and though the northern postion 
of Ohapri was waterlogged for the greater part of the month, 
there was no such flooding of the town as ocourred in 1890. It 
was directly caused by the boundary rivers being in high flood, 
with tho reeult that the tributary streams booame enormous 
backwaters, expecially the Dah, which flooded tho country along 
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its course as far as Minganj. ‘Tho traots whore the wator acoumu- 
Intod most and stood longest wore tho contre and south-oast of tho 
istrict, and abont ono-fourth of 440,000 actos of paddy and 
687,000 aores of Uhadoi crops wore damagod, Groat tomporary 
isoomtort was omnsed by the oollapso of houses in the villages, 
Dut ns they wore merely mud hnts, thoy wor oasily xeplaood 
without any gront oxpenso, ‘Tho oultivators, moroovor, wore 
compensated for this Joss and tho damago to tho crops by tho 
abundant moiaturo loft in tho land and the rich silt: dopositod by 
tho overflow of tho xivors. 

‘Tho Inst serious flood ooonrrod at tho ond of August 1900, 
chiefly in tho axoa botwoon tho Gandak river and tho Gundak 
ombankmont, along oortain spill channols of tho Gandak, such 
as tho Dtha, and along tho banks of tho Gogr’ river, ‘Tho most 
soriourly affectod tract was a strip of land in tho Goptlganj sub- 
division, along tho banks of tho Gandak to tho north of tho 
embankment. ‘Horo tho crops wore mostly washod away, bub 
this is a tract Tiablo to poriodionl inundation, as it lios outsido tho 
embankment, and is exposod to floods whonovor tho Gandak ovor 
flows. ‘Tho traot of land along tho river Gogr’ and south of tho 
haprt-Derault road, from Guthnt down to Minjhi in-the Siwin 
subdivision, also uffored much, ‘Tho aroa of tho trnot soriously 
affectod was approximately 175 squaro miles, with a popula 
tion of 115,000 ; while tho aron of tho traot slightly affooted was 
estimated of 25 square milos, and ita population at 20,000, ‘Tho 
Aamngo cased both to bhadoi and aghani orops, togother with 
tho high prioos of principal food-grains thon provailing, mado 
it noooseary to givo somo roliaf to tho pooplo in these tracts, Text 
relist works wero oponad, bub failed to attract labourers ; and 
it wos found suffciont to grant Rs. 68,400 us loans to tho 
agrioulturnl classes, and to oxpond Re, 2,800 in gratuitous relief, 
in addition to Rs, 10,400 spont by tho Hathws Raj in kitchen 
roliof end on works. . 

‘To protect the country against inundations caused by the 
overflow of its groat boundary rivers, extensive protootive works 
are necessary. ‘Tho Gandak is embanked on. both sides through- 
out its course from Tribeni, whero it leaves tho hill country, 
to its junotion with the Ganges at Sonpur. ‘Tho length of tho 
onibankment in this district is 99 miles, oxtending from the villago 
of Motihiri in the north to Sonpur in the south, and there aro 
subsidiary embankments, known as Qliharki embankments, with a 
Iength of 24 milos. ‘The Gandak embankment is ono of the oldest 
‘embankments in tho Provinoo ; for it apponrs from tho Collootorato 
papers thet one Dhaust Rim, tho Naib of Muhammad) Kasim 
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» Khan, Sabahdar of Bihas, spont oyor a lakh of rupees in maki 
this cmbankmont in or about the year 1756, ‘Botween that date 
and 1796 nothing was done to keep the embankmont in repair, 
with tho result that it gave way at several points and destructive 
floods occurred. In 1797, howover, it sppoars to have been * 
Drought under tho management of Govornment, which spent 
nowy Re, 36,000 on its repair, recovering almost the whole of 
this gum from the zamindaxs of the tract of country protected, 
Partial ropairs continued to bo carried out for the next 25 years, 
but the embankment was far from giving complete protedtion, 
and destructive floods continued to inundate tho country. 
‘Botwoen 1820 and 1825 tho- works had fallen into such a 
ruinous stato that the zamindars potitioned Government to repair 
thom thoroughly, or to allow them to do so; and eventually 
it was decided to re-constract the embankment under professional 
supervision, ‘The work was carried out in 1830. 

Sinco that date, poriodioal repairs have been carried out when 
roquired, the sums expended being recovered from the zamfndas - 
throughout the distriot in proportion to thé amount of Govern- 
mont rovenuo payable by them. ‘Tho embankment’ is now 
majntained under » contract for 20 yours, from. tho Ist: April 
1900, under which tho zmmdars pay an embankment ooss 
assessod_at Re, 23,000 porannum. ‘Tho management of it 
‘rests with tho Public Works Department, in which is yoated 
tho right of pasturago and of treos growing on it. Ibis 12 to 
18 foot high, and the top is sufficiently wide for the passage of 
bullock carts. 

‘hough doubts have boon raised as to whether the embank- 
ment has been constructed in the most advantageous position 
throughout, it haa, on the whole, sérved its purpose well, having 
been badly breached only once in 1872, when the damage dono 
dy tho inundation was estimated at Rs. 2,00,000, and the crops of 
shout 80 villages wore completely dostroyed. As far, therofore, 
‘as the Gandak is conoorned, tho district has had complete proteo- 
tion since 1880, and partial protection since as far back as 1756, 
Te cannot be maintained, however, that the shutting out of the 
Gandak water has been attended with unmixed benefits. Before 
the embankment was erected, tho various streams and wator- 
courses, which intersect the district, received each your a largo 
volume of pure, fresh wator, which they ultimately conveyed 
to the Ganges. Now, however, this no longer happens, and the 
Yittle water that they contain during the cold and hot weathor 
is stagnant and molarious. In years of drought, imigation is no 
Tonger feasible from those sources, as it once was ; and the banks 
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‘of somo of these streams have become so unhealthy that no ono 
will live near them, It was to romody this stato of affairs that 
the Siren oanels were constructed. 

No embankments have ever been maintained by Government 
‘along the Gogrt and Ganges; but privato embankments havo 
oxistod along portions of the Gogré, sinoo a period long before 
the acquisition of Bihtr by tho British Govornmont, From tho 
junction of tho Liitlo Gandak with tho Gogsa, aa far as the point 
‘whoro the Dabs river suns into the lattor,,tho bank is for tho most 
part high, and very little in tho way of embankments is nooded ; 
ssouth of this point a zamindixi embankment runs down-to a point 
above Goda. ‘The Dabs is also axtifcially ombanked on both sides 
-for somo distanoo abovo its junction with tho Gogra, Botwoon 
‘Rovelganj and Sonpur thero is vory littlo in tho way of ombank- 


+ smonta, At tho boginning of last oontuxy, however, it would 


appoar that the par,avas of Kasmfr and Ohisind were partially 
protectod by embmkments, which wore entivoly oarsiod away by 
extensive floods, in 1898} sinoo that dato nothing has boon 
dono to restoro them.” Tho want of propor embankments along 
tho Gogrt xivor has beon sovoroly felt on moro than ono oooasion, 
-evon in tho last 20 yours, As alroady stated, tho breaking of a 
samindixi embankment in 1890 nor Menjhi sosulted in w disas- 
trous flood, and this tlood led to proposals that Government should 
tako over and improve tho embankmonts along the Gogrt. ‘Tho 
‘project was ovontually vetoed. and theso works aro still loft to tho 
‘onro of tho samindire and villagors, 
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Casi ronts are almost universal, only 4 por oant, of the holdings casx 
oftsettlod and oooupancy ryots, which account for nearly 85 per *™#=% 
cont. of the total number of holdings, paying produce rents, ‘The 
avorago zato of rent is higher than in any other district in North 
Bihir, and is also highor than in the neighhouring distriots of the 
United Provinces. Rents generally rulo lower in the north 

of the district; and the southern part, where the pressure of popu- 
lation is greatest and cultivation most advanced, is mainly reepon- 
sible for the high rates prevailing. ‘The following table shows 

tho averoge incidence of the rents recorded at the last settlement 

for different classes of ryots :— 























(Claas of syots, ‘Area in ncror, |Rent in rapees,| Rato peracre, 
Re ar, 

Ryots at fixed rates " 9,840 20,840 B49 
Seltled or occupancy ryote 3,102,982 | 47,76,781 aba 
Non-ocoupancy ryote. 14,188 71,899 Boe 
Total | 1,125,007 | 48,78,000 a54 





It will be observed that nearly the whole of the rental of the 
district is paid by settled and ocoupancy ryots, only one lakh 
being payable by xyots at fixed rates and by non-oooupanoy ryots. 
‘The rents paid by settled and ocoupancy ryots are highest in 
Sonpur and Uhapré thinas, where the average is Rs, 5-8-7 and 
Rs, 6-6-4 per acre, respectively ; Sonpur being a densely popu 
lated thina, while the rate for Chapra is raised by the high renta 
paid for gordon lands in the neighbourhood of the towa. Ryots 
at fixed rates pay the lowest rents in Derauli and Manjhi thinas, 
which contain a large number of d/ekhbirits or resumed rent-free 
gronts, ond the highest rents in Baentpur thiina, mainly ‘because 
it contains some villoges with rich and fertile soil in which yalu- 
able crops are grown, ‘The rent rato of non-oecupancy xyots is 
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considerably higher than that of oooupaoy xyots; and as might 
bo expootod, under-ryots pay tho highest xont rato of all, for 
though, in’ somo villages, they havo proved that they aoquire 
cooupancy rights by custom, the majority aro merely tonants-at- 
‘will and allow tho superior ryot to exact what torms he plonses. 

‘At tho assossmont mado by tho ordars of Akbar at the end of 
tho Léth oontury, an all-rqund rato of about Re, 1-8 por acro 
was imposed, For 220 years after Akbar’s sottlomont no satis. 
factory ovidenco as to ront xates is forthooming, but it appoass 
that in tho beginning of the 10th oontuy the rato was over 
Re. 1 an aoro in the northorn part of the district, which was in 
‘an unsottled stato, and betwoon Rs, 2 and Re, 4 in tho rost of 
tho distriot, though the xates for good lands capable of bearing 
special crops were threo or four timés as much as this. Forty 
years later a xont rato of Rs, 2-6 was paid in tho villages. subjedt 
to resumption, but thero aro good grounds for belioving that tho 
rato for the distriot, as whole, was a good deal highor than this. 
Finally, in 1870 wo find that a rato of Re, 4-14 por nore pr 
yyailed in tho aroa held by tho Hathwi Raj, as a remult of throo 
‘enhanoemonts mado in tho proooding 20 years; and it is cortain 
that most of tho othor landlords must havo raised thelr demands 
to an ovon gronter oxtont, It is known that, in tho ostatos of 
potty landlords, enhanoomotte woro going on up to the commonco- 
mont of the rooent sottlomont prooeodings ; and there oan be no 
doubt that it has only boon owing to the provisions of the 
‘Tenanoy Act, enabling tho Sottlomont Officers to disrogard illegal 
enhancoments, that the romlt of tho rooont sottloment has boon 
ssuch n comparatively modarato ront rato ns Rs, 4-6 por aoro for 
tho district as a wholo. 

As regards the methods of enhancement which have boon 
usually reported to by potty propriotors, tho partition of estates 
under the old Partition Aot has beon'a frequont cause of, or 
‘excuse for, enhancement. At the conclusion of the proceedings 
cunder that Act, the propristor of onch newly formed ostate found 
hhinwelf in possossion of what wore practically new holdings and 
had to write up entirely fresh rent-rolls, with little to guide him, 
‘even if he desired guidanoo, as to.tho provious rent rato or as 
to-what would be a fair rental for the area comprised -withih 
the new estate. Small wonder then that ho often out the knot 
by levying an entirely new and enhanced rato, to which ‘tho 
=xyote goncrally agreed in order to savo themselves trouble, 
Governmient sales for arroars of revenue have also been almost 
invariably followed by an enhanocment of rent, and the ryots 
shave ‘seldom made any effort to resis this, the belief being 
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cnnivérsal that the purchaser starts with a ‘abula. fasa,. and oan 
levy. any rent ho likes, 
“fn many ouses eahanooments take place for no apparesit 
‘reason, and arothon generally resisted hy the xyots at least for a 
| time, hero aro two common mothods of overcoming this rosiat- 
ance. Ono is for tho Jandlord to proparo a sob of false xent-rolls, 
extonding over a number of yours, showing the enhanced rent 
which he claims, and then to institute suits for arroars of rent 
against a fow ryots, If those xyots oan bo induood to allow a 
collusive dearoe to be passed, so much the better; but if not, the 
ryote hayo genorally no receipts or rebutting ovidenoo, and tho 
Yandlord wins his caso. . ‘Cho rest of tho villago is thon oowed into 
submission, If, on the other, hand, tho landlord is unwilling to 
inour the odiom of raising rents, ho lots out his estate to a 
tonure-holder for a term of years, giving him on enhanood yent- 
roll to work on. ‘Tho tonure-holdor knows that his connection, 
with tho village is a temporary ono, and is not too sorupulous ag 
to tho mothods he adopts for bringing the ryots to terms, Ho is, 
thus froquontly able to hand the village back to tho proprietor 
with a groatly-onhanood xont-roll. 

Produco runts aro of threo Kindsy—ialai, {aol and. mankhap, PxoDeen 
‘Under tho datai system tho actual orop is divided oithor in the™ 
fold or on tho threshing floor. Under, tho didolt eystem, the 
valuo of tho crop is appraised on tho field bofore it is cut, and the 
xyot pays his sharo to tho landlord either in kind or in ensh after 
tho harvest, Whoro the mankiap systom prevails, the ryot has 
to pay a oortain number of mounds per digha to the landlord, 
irrospeotive of, tho outturn, ‘This systom is eoldom met with 
fn, Siran, and is oxtromely unpopular among the ryots, for the 
rato is generally #0 high as to leave the xyot only « small, mangin 
of profit in ordinary yoars, whilo in had yoars ho offen has to 
make over the whole produce to his landlord. ‘Thos disadvant- 
ages are not counterbalanced by the fact that in an oxtremoly 
good year the ryot may be able to retain moro of the produce 
than he would if he paid a ba¢di rent; and on the whole, it may 
bo enid that tho aystom has nothing to rooommend it from the 
syot’s point of view. ‘The batai system is the most common in 
Siran, and it is sedulously fostered by the gumasia class, to 
whom i offors unlimited opportunities for pilfering, Further 
Aeseription of produco rents is hardly necessary, for they arg 
of little importanco in Siran, ‘There oan bo little doubt that 
their rarity isa sign of agricultural development, 

‘Mosons in Ohapra carn daily wages ranging from 4 annas to waam, 
5 scoee play, an facpentem fot tn 6 annas; in the inferior, 
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they aro paid 2 annas and given two meals por diom, viz,, helf a 
seor of aalfu at midday, and halé a seer of rico or barley flour in 
tho evening, with perhapsan allowanoo of dai. Labourers are paid 
2annas a day in Chapr8, and 6 Gorakhpurt pioe with half a secr of 
sattu outside the town; women got 1} anna, and boys from 1 to 1} 
anna in Ohapré, and in the oountsy 6 Gorakhpuri pis. A houso- 
builder gets 8 to 4 annas in Obapra, blackamiths from 4 to 6 onnas 
and Nunits 4 annas, tho oorresponding wages in the interior 
being 2 snnasin the fit two cases and 8 Gorakhpuri pioo in the 
last. Cooks and house servants get Re. 1 to Rs. 2, besidos 
daily food and two piooos of cloth ina year, A cart-driver got 
Ro. 1-8 to Rs. 2, in addition to his daily food and two cloths a 
year. Anis or groom gots Rs, 6 to Rs. 7 per mensom, and & 
‘sweeper from 8 annas to Rs. 2 per mensem a barber receives one 
pico for shaving, and a washerman 4 to 6 annas per soore of clothes 
washed. In tho villages, howover, barbers and washermen aro 
paid annually at the rato of two paseris (10 scars) of grain per 
head, excluding unmarried boys and girls. 

Tho wages both of village artisans and of field lebourors 
aro generally paid in kind. An-ordinary full day's wage for 
digging is three local seers of grain end one seer of eatiu; tho 
grain end sailw aro always tho cheapest kind available, and 
in an ordinary year their money value would he rather less - 
than 2annas, ‘Tho wages of the hired ploughman aro the same 
fs those ofan ordinary labourer if he works the whole day, but; 
aso matter of fact, ploughing is almost entirely done in the 
forenoon. ‘Tho ordinary rate in the onse of hired ploughs 
appears to work out to about 3 amas per diem. As a rule, 
however, tho cultivators lend their ploughs to one another and 
do not need to hire ploughmen and ploughs. ‘For transplanting, 
which is necessary only in the caso of rico and marua, tho rates 
are slighly higher than for ordinary egriultaral labour, but 
their money value hardly exoseds 2 annas per diem; while 
the rate for weeding snd for carting manure comes to only 1} 
anna, 

‘For harvesting, payment is nearly always made by giving the 
Iabourer a share of the produce, varying from ono-sixtoonth to 
onedwentisth. In the case of threshing, the oultivators-rarely 
hhave any need to employ outside Jebour, as they act on a system 
of mutual aid; ono cultivator lends his bullocks one day to 
his neighbour and gets his neighbours’ bullocks the next day, the 
‘one condition being that the bullocks shell not be muzzled, i, 
the man whose crop is being threshed feeds the bullock: 
Jong as he uses them, For threshing the Jondlord’s-orops 
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a tenant has to lend his bullocks, getting little in rotum exoopt 
their food, and possibly a monl for himself, if he assists personally 
at tho threshing. 

‘The caltivation of the bhadoi, agiani and rabi oropa affords Supply ot 
almost continuous work to labourers from about the end of bow 
May, when fanni or the preparation of tho land forthe biadot 
crops begins, until the end of October. From the heginning 
of November to the middle of March is the slack season for 
labour, In November and Deoombor labourors subsist on tho 
produce of their own U/adoi fields and on any earnings they can 
Bet by working in those of thoir masters; and during tho noxt 
2% months they live on what they_earn from cutting paddy : 
oven though they exchange the paddy they receive for yams and. 
other cheap food, they often have diffioulty in making both ends 
meet. At this time, héwover, there is a gront exodus of lubourers 
in search of employment, the coolies going|in thousands to 
work in the fields, in the docks on the Hooghly, and on the rail- 
ways, and returning for the agricultural operations which take 
place with the breaking of the monsoon. ‘They usually borrow 
about Rs. 6a head at 25 por cont. to euatle thom to go to their 
work; if they got work, they generally send Rs. 6 ot Kes, 8, or 
less, in January to their homes or to the money-lenders, If 
successful, they come back by rail, bringing from Re, 20 to 
Rs. 85 por man; those who fall sick and huve no friends, walk 
back, and may or may not reach their homes. 

Regarding the general question of the eupply of Inbour, 
the following extract is quoted from the Report on Labour 
in Bengel (1906) by Mr. Foley, ‘‘The pressure of the popula 
tion on the soil is more felt in this district than in any other 
district of Bongel, and Siren is the first district in Bengel to 
come to the point where it cannot maintain its population, 
Honee, emigration is absolutely novessary, and, excluding certain 
districts from which tea gardens recruit, the numbers of emigrants 
are groater than from eny other district in India, Siran sup- 
plies labour to all kinds of industries except tho coal mines, and 
tho ‘majority of the hands in the jute mills appear to come from 
this distziot. ‘Tho chiof exodus of labour from tho distriot is in. 
November and December, the coolies going by rail vid Katihar 
to cut the orops in Eastern Bengal. They return in March, 

. April, May, Juno or the beginning of July. During October end 
November a large amount cf labour is available. ‘hero is some 
little difficulty in procuring labour in tho district in July, 
August ond March, but for the rest of the year it is plentiful. 
I Deliove the sates and conditions. of work in Caloutts industries 
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sro well-known in’ the distriot, ‘Thore is a constant flow to and- 
from the mills, and one man-will inform a whole village as to 
what his carnings and work havo boon. ‘The people of Siran; 
T take it, axe well owaro of the benofits to be derived from. 
employment in the' industrial contres, and a largor numbor than 
from any othor district sook omployment in thoso oontres 
spontaneously.” 

‘Phe vive (in seers and chittacks por rupeo) of oommen 

ico, whoat, gram and salt 
1 during the last fortnight 
JOomcn ig rm sat| Sa Merch for the read 
ending in 1905 is given in 
8.02. |, o4,/8,cn,|8, ob, to mang ‘Tho depen 
ing® of salt’ during’ thi 
Je00—1000 | 18 "8/13 0| 38 14/t1 7 | perlod is attributed to the 
01—1008 | 18 18 19 14/3530)32 7 | reduotion of the salt tax, 
‘As regards tho prises 
of food-grains at difforent times of the year, prices aro ony ab 
fhe beginning of October, when the biadoi orop is woll in tho 
market, but they rise sharply by the end of the month, no doubt 
owing: to exportation; by the end of November thoy are again 
easior with tho inooming of the great aghani rice orop, and then 
tise with moro or less rogularity till the ond of February. In 
the month of Maroh reliot oomes with tho ingathering of the rabi 
‘harvest, and pricos fall till-chout the end of April or the middle 
of May, when @ riso-o6mmenoos once more, which continues till, 
the: early bhadoi. crops come in towards the end of July. ‘These 
Grops are so cheap and plentiful, that the general average thon 
falls sharply till the end of September, 

‘The harvesting of oach of the threo great crops naturally 
ushers in a distinct fluotuation in prices. Grain is, on tho whole, 
cheapest in Soptomber, just after the diadoi is in; not quite s0 
‘cheap easly in May, when the rabi has all been gathered home; 
and! less cheap at the end of November, when the rioo reaches, 
the market: Conversely, grain is dearest just before each of 
these threo harvests is reaped, ée., in October, February and 
July. It might have ‘boon thought that as rico is the ‘Targest 
‘and most important orop'in tho district, its advont would have 
‘had the greatest effect on the prices of foods but it must be 
remomberod that, owing to. tho demand for exportation, rioo ig 
nover a very cheap grain, ‘Tho same consideration holds good 
in w Tess-and still lessor degroo as regards tho rabi and the 
Bhadol, for~this latter-orop (except maize) is but little exported’; 
other words, and “speaking generally, the influence. of ech 
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crop on: pricds ‘variés inversely with the demand uipon it for 
exportation, 

~The maximum price of paddy during the famine of 1866 ¥s 
was Rs, 6-10 por standard maund and of rioo Ts, 8 por mound 5? 
the: hightst prioo that rice reached. in 1874 was 9 seers per rupee. 
In the famino of 1897 the prioo of rico roso to 9 sears in October 
1896, was as high as 8 soars a rapoo in the socond fortnight of 
May, and reached tho maximum of 7} seors por rupoo during 
the seoond half of June. Maizo started at 12 seers af the begin~ 
ning of December 1806, ross to 10} soers in the first threo months 
of 1807, and reached the highest prico of 6} seers at the end of 
Tune, ‘Tho cheapest artioles of food throughout the famine 
Wore marud, whioh, however, was only obtainable in small 
quantities, ond barley. ‘Tho former sold at 13. seers to 184 seers 
till March, and thon diseppeared from {Me market. ‘The latter 
hogen to ell et 14 atom at the end of February, ana then rose 

j stgadily to 13 seers at tho end of May and to 10 seers 10 chittacks 
at the ond of July, : 

Th is of some interest to compare the high prices now prevail 
ing with those of 80 years ago, In 1907 the prico of common 
rice has been consistently above 10 seers a rupee, even after tlie 
breaking of the monsoon, without xelief measures being nooos- 
sary; whoreas in Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal (pub- 
lished in 1877) it was statod. that the xiso of the price of ico to 
12 soars por rupeo and of maize to 15.soots per rupes would, in 
the opinion of the Collector, nooessitata the opening of relief works. 

From the enquiries mado at the Inst settlement it appears Marans 
that an averago family in Siran consists of 6 mombérs, and. that 2% 
an ordinary. cultivator has to spend.Rs, 15 a year to maintain or sux 
each person in his family. It may bo therefore inferred that an ?™2% 
ordinary agricultural family in Siren will require Rs, 75 a year 
to maintain itself in moderate comfort. ‘The average profits 
of cultivation have hoon, on careful caloulation, estimated at 
Rs. 25-10 por aore, so that on ordinary family of § members 
will bo able to manage with a holding of 3 acres. If they 

i carry on the work of cultivation thomeelves, and spend nothing 
on it except the cost ‘of seed, tho. profits would amount to 
Re, 80 por nore, and a holding of 2} acres would consequently 
suffice for their maintenance in an ordinary year, while a family 
wwith, 8 aor would. bo daily comfortabl, 3 notin debt. Tbe 
satisfactory, thorofore, to find that the average size of the held 
ing of a family of puro cultivators. (who form more than 
‘three-fifths of the total population of the district) is 8:8 cores, 
it exceeds the subsistence holding (24 acres) by more than an sore! 












Indebted 
se 


60 saRAN, 


Consequently the pure cultivators, as' a body, if they are not in 
dobt, should be in fairly comfortable ciroumstanoos, Of the 
Jabourers, about 240,000, or one-tenth of tho total population, 
have holdings so small that they cannot maintain themselves 
on thom in moderate comfort, and a similar proportion’ have no 
Jand at all, but must live entirely on tho wages they ear, 
‘These cultivating and landloss labourers, forming altogether 20 
por cont, of the total population, are probably unable to savo 
anything oven in the best of yours, and it is this class which 
amust porforoe turn to Government for relief in a your of scarcity, 
But it is notiooablo that, oven in tho great famine of 1896-07, 
thoy displayod considerable staying powers and must have man- 
aged to maintain themselyes without the assistance of Government, 
for the largest number of persons relieved on any one day was 
58,178, or only 6 por vont. of the population of the affected aroa, 
Regarding indobtednoss, Mx. Kerr writes:— ‘Tho ordinary 
cultivator should bo ablo to save sufficient in good and ordinary 
yeurs to tide hin over an oooadional season of short crops, ‘There 
toms to be no reason why ho should fall into debt, But, ne a 
mattor of faot, a vory largo proportion of the oultivators is in 
debt. Mr, (Tytler goes so far as to say that 95 per cent. of the 
ryots liye and dio in dobt ; and that they: die in debt follows, as 
‘© matter of oourso, in the gront majority of oases trom tho faot 
that they are born in dobt and make no effort during thoir life« 
time to pay off their dobt, Our statistios of mortgages do not 
iscloso such a dogroo of indebtedness as was estimated by Mr, 
‘Tytler. ‘Choy show that only 64 por cont. of tho total ryoti area 
is mortgaged, and that only 16 por cont, of the total number of 
roldings aro affeoted either in whole or in part by mortgages 
on the Innd. ‘Tho total indebtednoss of the ryots, as recorded by 
just under Rs. 60,00,000, or little moro than one-tenth of 
tho value of the gross outturn in an ordinary year. Amounts ont 
on seourity other than the land are of course not included, but 
the land is the ryot’s chief source of credit, and only petty loans 
‘are granted on.other soourity. Our statistics also do not indude 
mortgages in. which the land is given as soourity, but possession 
is retained by the. borrower. But tho lender is generally too 
much afraid of a previous mortgage to advance money without 
obtaining possession ; and loans of this kind are, as @ rule, made: 
only to persons whose oredit is othorwise good, and do not 
représont any sérious or. pormanont addition to the indebtedness 
of the.agrioultural classes. 2 
. “Allowing for‘oll this, and for the fact that the original 
Amoant of. tho, debt is generally swelled by the addition of the 
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compound interest, we shall bo safe in saying that tho total 
indebtedness of the Saran xyois is well under a orore of rupect, 
Aso shall seo, the gross annual profils derived by the ryote 
from the area in their oultivation after payment of ront is usually 
over 8} crores. ‘Tho indebtedness of tho Siren peasantry, as 
whol, cannot, therefore, be considered a very serious ‘matter, 
But it must bo remembered that tho indcbtodness is borne by nob 
more than 20 per cont, of tho total number of holdings. ‘The 
proportionate annual profits of those would be little over 60 laichs, 
and as practically tho wholo of this must bo required for gubsis. 
tence purposos, there is little chanop of the debt being paid off 
from the profits of cultivation alone, As a matter of faot, too, 
many of tho ryote take no trouble to pay off their debts, ‘The 
profits of a good yoar aro mado the oxouse for inoronged expendi 
taro on marriages and other coremonies. Under theso circum 
stances, it is porhaps satisfactory to fnd th total amount of the 
altivators’ indebtedness no higher than it is, But thongh four. 
fifths of pure cultivators are probably not in debt at all, or at all 
fovents aro not sufficiently involved to bo oompolled to part 
with their lands for tho purpose of raising money, and though 
those oan, taking ono year with another, maintain thomsalves. in 
moderate comfort by tho profits of cultivation, it must not be 
* gapposed that ‘tho district oould support any addition to the 
agrioultural community without immediate doteridration of the 
condition of that community, as a whole, Many members of tho 
agricultural community must suffer soverely in bad yours, and, 
though the greater part of the ulti classes oa earn a 
‘comfortable livelihood at present, any considerable increnso in 
thoir numbers- under prosent conditions must be followed by 
substantial reduotion of tho atandard of comfort.” 

‘After pointing out that Siran, having reached the point at 
‘whioh it can no longor support an inoreaso in its population in 
moderate comfort from tho produco of the soil, is, meoting. this 
strain on its reeouroes, not by fosther subdivision of holdings and 
f oonsoquent reduotion iit the standard-of comfort, but by emigra- 
tion, Mr. Kerr goes on to suttmatize his conclusions as follows :— 
(1) Bighty-four por cent. of the total population of Siren, or 
just over two million souls, are entirely dependent on agriculture 
‘asa means of livelihood. (2) A quarter of million of these 
haye no lands at all, or only minute plots, and aro practically 
dopendent on the wages of labour, Rather moro than half of 
this class had to tum to Government for relief during the last 
famine, (8) Another quarter of a million have small holdings 
not exceeding two. acres on the average for oach family, ‘This 
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is insufficient”to mipport thom, and they havo to okb “out thoix 
livelihood by working for other cultivators, (4) ‘Tho romaining 
‘one-half million havo holdings exosoding on the avorago 3 noros 
per family. ‘Those aro puro cultivators, who only work in their 
own fields. As tho emallost holding on which a-family can, bo sup 
portod is 24 aoros, this dlass as a body is in a modorato condition 
of comfort, Loss than one-fifth of them are in dobt to the oxtent 
that they havo had to part with their holdings or portions of them 
in order to borrow money, and only one-twontioth of the xyoti 
roa is mortgagod in this way. (3) ‘Tho total amount of indobt- 
edneas of this kind is loss than one-third of tho shaxo of tho gross 
annual produce secured by the cultivating clases. On tho othor 
hand, tho indobtednoss is borne by less than one-fifth of the whole 
body of ryots, and on thom it must press heavily. (0) Under the 
present conditions of agriculture, the distriot is inoupablo. of 
Supporting any considerable inareaso of population without a 
material reduction in. the, standard of comfort, (7) Even now 
the district produces baroly sufficiont food for its own roquire- 
ments, but tho oxodllence of its oommunioations groatly Lessons 
tho gravity of this functor.” 

“Tho picture thus drawn,” ho adds, “contains both light 
and shade. Apart from tho londloss labourers, whoso condition 
must always bo prooarious, the rest of the agricultural community, 
1as.a wholo, enjoy a moderato degroo of comfort and can with- 
stand a senson of sowrcity without tuning. to Government; for 
relief; . Choir indobtodness is rolativély small, and their lands are 
not passing into the hands of professional money-londers to any 
appreciable extont. ‘Tho consus figuros, and the oondust of tho 
people in tho last famine, show that they would rathor omigrato 
than submit to a roduotion of their standard of comfort or to 
furtlior subdivision of their holdings, Tf this spirit provails and 
spreads throughout the léss enterprising classes, there should bo no 
fear of any dotorioration in the material condition of tho Sirus 
agrioultural oommunity.”* 


; #5. Hi Kors, Siran Sureey and Settlement Report, Cent, 1008, 
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OHAPTER VIII. 


OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE. 
Acconvivo to the statistics obtained at the’ consus of 1901; corey. 
no less than 81 per cent, of the population are dependent on moms. 
agriculture for thoir livelihood, this being the highest proportion 
in Bihtr, Nino por cent, are cogaged in various industries, four 
per cont, are general labourers, the professional classes account for 
‘ono per cent,, and tho remainder follow other oocupations, “Of 
those dependent on agriculture, 90 per cont, aro ront-payors, 
6 per cont. aro labourers, and 2 per cont. are rent-roosivers, 
Rather leee than half (49 por cont.) aro aotual-workers, include 
ing 851,000 rent-payors, 16,009 rent-roooivers, and 92,000 field 
Inbourors; but the actual number of portons who are, in the 
main, dopendont on field labour is much greater. Grain-parchors 
(16,000), cow-koopers (12,000), indoor servants (11,000), grocers 
(11,000), oilmon, ‘washermen and potters. are numerous, and 
fo aro saltpetro refiners, mat-makers, and vegetable sellers. In 
‘most of those oooupations females take a prominent part, and 
the number of women who earn their own living is exceptionally 
Jargo, It is a romarkable fact, for instance, that of every 100 
rent-paying tenants who are actual workers, as many as 87 are 
‘wornen ; “while tho female egrioultural- labourers are more than 
double tho number of male labourers, ‘Femalo labour is, in 
fact, moro extensively employed than in any othor distriot in 


B 

Ene chic indostin of Saran are connected with agriculture) spare. 
viz, the manufacture of indigo, sugar and opium, which bring racreaes, 
large sums of money into the district and afford employment to 
mony thousands of its inhabitants. ‘Tho only other important 
industry isthe manufacture of ealtpetre, but there are a number of 
small handicrafts, such os tho manufacture of brass and. pottery, 
cloth-weaving, oil-pressing, eta. 

The indigo industry bas been th prone indoay of Sanya 

for the last half-contury, bat is now losing its pre-eminence 
owing to the competition of artificial dys. It’ still, hiowover, 
plays. ain important part in the rsml economy of the did, 
‘ond an account of it will be given in the next chapter.: 
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Ono of tho immodinto results of tho decline of the indigo 
industry has been tho manufacture of refined sugar on an 
extensive soale, ‘This, curiously enough, is a rotun to an carlier 
state of things, for many of the indigo oonoomns originally 
started ns sugar faotorios, the manufacture of sugar being given 
up whon indigo prévod more profitable, ‘Tho reverse process 
is now taking plaoo, and factories aro roplacing indigo by sugar. 
‘ho resuscitation of tho sugar industry was pionoorod by tho 
India Developmont Company, which a few years ago establishod 
fa head factory ab Ottur in Musaffarpur, and a branch fnotory at 
Barhogit in this district, tho cane boing orashod, and tho juioo 
boiled, clarified, and mado into sugar by elaborate machinery 
imported from Boropo, ‘Tho Barhogt factory bes now boon 
closed; but modem sugar works havo also beon oponod at 
Marhor’ by tho Onwnpore Sugar Works Company, and at 
Bankath and Siwin, which carry on work on a largo sotlo, 
Tho number of native rofinories has also inoroasod in rocent 
years, rising from 53 in 1899-1900 to 93 in 1904-05. 

‘Molasses (gu) aro proparod by the cultivators, who grow tho 
ano and press the juice, cither with the old fashioned kolhw, a 
Kind of pestle and mortar arrangoment sod also for oxprossing 
oil, or more commonly with chenp iron roller mills maxiufactured. 
Tooally in imitation of the bettor ones mado at Bihia or Kushtia 
hy European firms. Tho sugar manufactured by the native 
refiners is cbiefly oxported to the United Provinoos and Caloutta, 

‘Tho manufacture of opium is another industry of grost 
imporlance, beouuse of the largo sua it brings to the cultivators, 
‘Who frst process consists of tho manufactur of what is known 
as “leaf,” which bogins when tho poppy plants flower in 
Tonuary and February, Assoon as the flowers mature, tho petals 














- aro*collectod and put in gn earthenware plato, placed over a slow 


fire and covered by a damp cloth. ‘They aro then prossed by 
moans of a cloth-pad, until the steam, acting upon the resinous 
‘matter oontainod in the potals, causos thom to adhere togethor and 
form a thin round cake varying from 6 to 12 inohes in diameter, 
Tn tho caso of loaves of the highest quality, which are called. 
handi, the thick portion by which they aro attached to the oapsules 
is usually out off. ‘The leaves are delivered to the officers of tho 
Opium Department, and aro paid for according to quality. Aftor 
delivery, thoy ore sont to the Faotory at Patna, where they aro 
used in making the outer shell or envelope of the opium balls, 
‘he dried loaves and thinner portions of the stalks of the poppy 
plants, broken up fino, form what is known as “trash,” 
which is used, after being thoroughly sifted and cleaned, for 














OOURATIONS, MANUPAGTURES AND TRADI 95 


packing balls of provision opium for oxportation, atid leo for 
affixing to the cake. A small portion is hand-sifted and reduoed 
“to fine ponder like saw-dust, which is used for dusting the 
oakés immediately after manufacture, to prevent them sticking 
to tho earthenware cups in which they are stored. 

After thé potals have been taken off ond the capsules allowed 
to ripen, they are ready for the extraction of the juice, Tho 
capsules re lanoed vertioally in tho afternoon, at intervals of 3 or 
4 days, with an instrument composed of three or four sharp iron 
Ddiados tied together, the incisions being sufficiently deop to let the 
juico flow frocly from the shell of the capsule, without broaking 
through its inner wall into tho receptacle for soed, ‘The juico 
is then allowed to exude and coagulate on the capsule until the 
next morning, when it is soraped off. ‘Tho sorapings aro oolleoted 
in shallow brass or earthon vessels, and tilted up #0 as to allow 
tho draining off of a black shiny substance, called passwd, which 
is formed under cortain atmospheric conditions. The pasewa is 
collected separately and taken over from the oultivators by tho 
Department. On the care with which the pasewd is separated 
from the drag depends, to a great extont, tho purity of tho 
opium delivered, ‘Tho drug is poriodioally tured ovor and 
manipulated until the time fixed for its weighment, which takes 
placo usually about the middle of April, whon the cultivators are 
summoned in regular order to certain appointed weighing plaves, 
where the weighment of the opium is conducted under the direot 
supervision of gazetted offoors of the Department, 

‘Tho drug is classified aooording to its consistence by the officer 
in charge, who also examines it for adulteration, Should the 
opium be found to contain any foreign substance or be suspected ° 
cof such, it is sot aside for subsoquent and more detailed examina. 
tion by tho Opium Bxaminor at the Factory; and, on that 
officer's report, the opium is either confisoated, or a redwotion mado 
from its valuo sooording to the degree of adulteration. Good 
opium is paid for on delivery at the rato of Rs. 6 per soar of 70 
degrees consistente or moro, i, if it contains 70 per cont. or 
more of puro opium, and tho price fills if tho drug contains 
ess than 70 per oont, of pure opium. After classification and 
weighmont, tho opium, if of low quality, is placod in earthen jars, 
‘but if more solid, i., of over 67 degroes consistence, it is put in 
stout drill -bags, which ore then sealed and despatched to the 
Paina Factory, where it is manufactured into the opium of 

a road of saltpetee formerlj of the it 

Tho ion 0 was ly one of tho most gstnetre, 

important industries of Siren, It appears first to -havo been" 
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explcited by the Dutch, who, ag'stated in Chapter IT, established 
‘a factory at Chaprit before 1606; and by the beginning of the 
218th century the English had also set up their “peter godowns” 
thore. Even as late as the beginning of the 19th centmy, whon. 
soltpotre was in. great demand for the manufacture of gunpowder 
during the long French war, it was flourishing industry ; and 
in Hamilton's Deeoription of Hindostin (1820) wo find it stated 
that the greater part of the saltpetre intended for the Company's 
investment was procured from Hajipur and the adjacent division 
of Siran.’ ‘The fall of prices caused the Europeans who formerly 
engaged in the trade to withdraw their capital, and the manu- 
facture is now entirely in the hands of natives. It is a declining 
industry, and the outtum has decreased steadily of late years, A. 
series of bad seasons, combined with low prices in Oaloutta, has 
had an injorious offect on the manufacture, and many refineries 
ave been olosed. ‘The ouiturmof saltpotre has, accordingly, fallen 
from 84,000 maunds in 1895-93 to 60,000 maunds in 1904-06, and 
that of tho salt educed during the msnufacturs from 8,000 maunds 
to less than 5,000 maunds. ‘The annual outturn is still, however, 
Iarger then in any‘ other ‘Bibir-district, except Muzaffarpur, 

Crude saltpetre (abi aord) is manufactured from the saliferous 
earth found near, village homesteads by a rough process of 
filtration, ‘The industry is in the hands of a hardy caste of 
salt workers, called Nunids, and is under the control of the 
~ Norther Inn Salt Department, which grents Eooane permitting 
the. manufacture. Before’ the saltpetre “becomes fit for tho 
market, it has to be refined in tho village refinery, which generally 
delongs to a. man of some capital, who has advanced money to 
the Nunits. ‘The process of refining is vory simple. Crude salt- 
-petre is mixed with water and boiled ina pan for some hours, 
the impurities being skimmed off. Tho liquor is then taken out 
of the pan and placed in earthen vats to cool. After cooling 
for some hours, it is taken out of the first vat, placed in another 
earthen veasol, and allowed to cool for three days. The deposit 
is then strained through baskets and dried, and tho process is 
‘completo, Small quantities of salt are produced from the liquor 
left in the eaxthen pots after the manufacture of crude saltpotre, as 
well os after the manufacture of what is called Zothid sora, another 
form of refined seltpetre. Another .bye-product is sulphate of 
soda, which is sxpeia i Pal ano Upeee India, It is usod 
“for curing hides -and-fattening cattle, and, in some. paris of 
Bengol, a8 sn axtifcial manure for certain crops. 

“Nodular linitone (kenker) of good quality is found through- 


Hawai oat tho district except in the north-west comer. Itis usod far 
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motalling toads and for ballast on tho railway, and is also 

exported to Patna, ‘Tho supply is said to bo diminishing owing 

to tho large demands mado upon it, Pottery clay of a superior 

Kind is found now the town of ‘iin, and pottry is made 
it. 

Coarse cloth is woven in many places, but the industry, which Cloth 
was novor vory important, is declining with the importation of tna print= 
English piooo-goods. ‘Tho native oaxpots called dari axe manu ing." * 
faotured at Rimpur neor Siwin. Tho apparatus used is of tho 
usual rough kind employed in Bihir and needs no description, 
Attempts havo boon mado to train the looal weavers in tho uso of 
‘y-shuttlo, but havo not hoon successful. A good “deal of ootton 
is spun af Mirganj, but as a rule imported yarn is used, 

Tn Siwin o fow families aro ongaged in coarse but rather 
offective printing on cloth. The cloth is first dipped in mixture 
of powdered myrobslan and water, and after being dried. in tho 
stn attains a light khaki colour. It is then stampod by hand 
with various figures, embloms of flowers, eto. in black and red 
with wooden seals or stamps imported from Mirzapar. After 
Deing washed, the stamped cloth is dippod in largo iron or 
‘copper pans containing somé roddish oolour mixed with water, 
which is heated ovora fo for about two hours. ‘This procoss 
serves to enhance the brilliancy and stability of tho printed 
olours. ‘Tho cloth, after being taken out of tho pan, is again 
washed and is then ready for sale. It is used for making tho 

+ quilt-coverings called razdis, and for farash or thin druggota. 
Série axo also printed in this way. 

Another oommon form of printing on doth consists of 
stamping ooloared aris with silver or gold leaf ornamentation: 
‘Tho printer proscos a gummed stamp on to the sari, and then 
impressos on the gummed impressions a pad, to which gold or 
silver leaf, obtained from Ballia or Patna, is attached. The leaf 
adheres to tho gammod impression, ond a flower-like pattem is 
produced. Those cloths aro in great demand at weddings, but 
the impression is effaced when the cloth is washed. . 

‘Tho brass work of Siwin has more then a local. epitation, Brass 
which is woll deserved, as the materials are good and the work-"* 
manship excellent, Olay mounds only are used, however, and 
the mothods of the braziers are primitively simple. They first 
prepare a olay mould, and after mixing the diffornt metals 
until the roquited alloy has been obtained, pour the mixture into 
the mould. ‘Tho brass, when cocl, is beaten and polished. ‘The 
materials aro brass or pil, i.e, » compound of copper and spelter, 
and it is for its plu? manniacture that Sivin is best known, 
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Sometimes to inoroaso tho brillieney, silver is mixed with the 
copper and spolter, tho mixture boing oallod eaueatais, ie, 127; 
this is only mado to ordor, ns its manufacturo is suid to be 
difficult, besides being too expensive for ordinary uso. A bell- 
metal ware, called dedha, is alao produced at Siwin from copper 
and ino, and is worked up into supports for hdokahé and othor 
omamental articles; it takes a brilliant polish and is much in 
demand. 

‘Tho best pottery in Saxon is also mado at Siwan from a poo 
iar kind of tonacious clay, onllod fohrauti, found closo to tho town, 
‘Much of the pottery turned out is xomarkablo both tor its shapo 
fand dooorntion, and has a much higher finish than is usually soon 
in nativo pottory, ‘Tho vossols aro baked in oarthon jars, 60 as 
not to oomo in oontact with the flames, and when so baked nro 
Black, ‘They aro then glarad ‘with a mixtnre of fallor's earth (sai 
mathi) and clay, found at Khodaibigh in the Siwin subdivision 
and at Gawandari in tho Gopfilganj subdivision, ‘Tho mixturo 
is oombinod with mango back, and whon dxied, is powdorod up, 
mixed with wator, and appliod as a glazo, ‘To complato tho 
‘omamontation, quiokailver in n powdered stato is appliod deliontaly 
‘with a noodle to give a silvory ooloir, and bras dust to give a 
golden colour, the surfnoo boing rubbed with a flat stono. 

Tho manufnoburo of lao his of Into yours assumed somo 
‘Smporlanoe, and there aro soveral Ino factorios in Chaps. ‘Cho Ino 
is propagated on tho plpal troo and is exported to Onloutti, 
Oountay spirit ig manufactured in tho usual way from molassos 
(our) and tho flowor of tho mehud tree (Bassin latifolia) in. ioensod 
outstille all over tho district, ond in a small Government distillery 
at Chopra. ‘Four soap faotorios aro reported to be working in 
Siwan; somo tobaooo is manufactured ab Dighwist in the Goptl- 
ganj subdivision ; and at Sonpur thoro are railway workshops 
‘employing about 1,000 hands, 

‘Tho principal imports nro xioo, paddy and other food-grains 
from Mussffarpur, Darbhang® and Bhigalpur, cotton pigoo-goods, 
salt and keroseno-oil from Onloutta, and coal from the Riniganj 
and Giridth coal-felds, ‘Tho exports aro opium, sugar, indigo, 
saltpotre, Ino, molasses, Tinsood, mustard seed, grath, pulses and 
other food-grains, Most of tho exports go to Calcutta, but the 
sugar finds a market in tho United Provinoos, ‘The distinguishing 
foatare of Saran, of all tho districts in Bihtx, is the extont to 
which the balanoo of trade is against it, It never produocs 
suficiont food for its own consumption, and imports consequently 
exooed exports, tho cost of tho surplus imports being met largely 














from tho earnings of natives of tho district employed elsowhera, 
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‘Tho amount remitted hy money-order is exooptionally large, being 
ovor 44} lakhs in 1906-07; the largo amount thus brought into 
tho district represents, not paymonts for exports, butea vast 
number of small sums sent for tho support of their families by 
persons in servioo in the army, working as daywans in Osloutta - 
or ag labourers in tho docks and mills, or employe in monial 
work in other paris of Bengal. It is to tho amount bought 
into tho distriot in this way, as well as to tho largo payments 
made by Government to tho opium oultivators and the 
considerable local outlay of the indigo factories, that the lowet 
classes owe immunity from want. 

‘The grain trade is of especial importance in Saran, as even at 
tho best of times the district nover foods itself. Consoquently, its 
merchants aro thoroughly acquainted with the grain trade; when 
grops fail and prices rise, the daniya morely buys thousands of 
maunds where he bought hundreds before, knowing well that ho 
‘cannot fail to sell his stock, sinoo the purchasing power of tho 
district is vory great indoad, owing to the large sums brought into 
it by opium, by indigo, and by the remittanoes of emigrants. 

‘The main trade route of the district is the Bengal and North- 
‘Western Railway, which traverses it from Sonpur to Mairwa, and 
thence continues fo skirt the Mirganj thina: at least 75 par cent, 
of the traffic is carried by tho railway. ‘Tho chief importing 
contres are Ohaprs, Revelganj, Siwin, Mahtrajganj, Mairwa and 
Mirganj. In addition to the above, many of the stations have 
considersblé mars connected with them, where grain is stored 
and distributed, Sonpur, Dighwars and Hkms boing three of the 
most important entrepots. -‘Thenoo are supplied the minor oantres 
all over the district, whore ag a rule very little, grain is actually 
stored; sufficient for the wookly market being brought in from 
the nearest large oantro or from the surrounding villages. ‘The 
number of theso small centres is very largo, and there are few 
villages in the district that aro not within a few miles of a bazar, 
forthe district hes a perfect network of roads, whioh provide 
the nooossary means of communication. 
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OHAPTER IX, 


‘TICE INDIGO INDUSTRY. 


Paoonass Turn indigo industry apponra to havo boon introduood in Bihitr 

Moverny, botwoon 1782 and 1785 by Francois Grand, Collector of ‘Mxhut 
(Muzaffarpur nnd Daxbhangi), who lott it on record. that ho intro 
uood tho manufacturing of indigo after the European manner, 
enoouraged tho establishmont of indigo works and plantations, end 
exeotod throo at his own oxponso. A fow yonrs lntor the industry 
vwas started in Stran, tho first nttompt to oultivato and manufac 
ture tho dyo boing mado in 1798, when Dr. Ivory, Civil Suxgoon 
at Chapra, and Mr. Robort Blako, Assay Mustor at tho Patna 
‘Mint, obtainod pormission from Govornmont to build n factory at 
Akbarpur (now Sitalpur) in tho Sonpur thina. About tho samo 
timo, Mr Champain bogan building anothor taotory close by at 
Shikixpur, and in 1704 Mr. Shoro obtainod pormission to start o 
factory at or nonr Daraulf; a lioonso was granted to him to hold 
50 bighas of land, but wo find five yoors lator, in 1799, that his 
ssuooeator was in possossion of as much as 8,760 bighas, half of 
which wero under indigo. Subsoquontly Mr. Champain, who had 
not obtained a lioense from Government, appenrs to have loft, tho 
faotory ab Shikirpur; and having boon authorized to hold land 
for indigo cultivation, stnrtod work at Anantpur, closo to tho 
junction of tho Gangos nnd Ctandak, where ho wns succeeded in 
1799 by Messrs. Douio and Maitland. 

‘During tho ently part of tho 19th century factories woro ostab= 
lishod in all parts of the district, but up to about 1850 the oultiva- 
tion of indigo by Buropoans sooms to have boon combined with 
tho growth and manufacture of sugar. About 1850 tho high 
prices obtained for indigo dealt w fatal blow at the latter industry ; 
the cultivation of sugar was roplaood by indigo, and the sugar 
factories woro converted into indigo concoms, After this, tho 
industry continued to flourish until the end of tho 19th century, 
when there were no less thn 36 indigo factories and 36 outworks 
swith 45,500 nores under cultivation, During tho Inst 10 yours tho 
industry has suffored from tho oompotition of the artificial dyo in 
‘Buropo and from the high prioo of food-grains and the consequent 
demand for land in Bihir, ‘Tho prico of thenatural dye has fallen 
repidly and the area yuder cultivation has contracted greatly, 
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Boing’ retumod ab only 11,200 acres in 1906-07. Government 
hhas come to the aid of tho planters with substantial grants’ for 
scientific research, tho aim of which is to ascertain whether it is 
possible to inoronso the outtum and quality of tho dyo at.a cheaper 
cost: exoellont work in the chemistry, bacteriology and agricul- 
ture of indigo has boon done and is still progressing; and offorts 
havo boon made to improve tho quality of the plant by importing 
frosh sood from Natal, But so far these’ cxporimonts havo not 
muooeedod in arresting the decay of the industry. ‘Tho prico 
obtained for indigo is barely sufficiont to cover tho cost of produc 
tion, and many factories are cithor dlosing altogether or are 
reducing the area cultivated with indigo, growing in its place 
sugar, cotton and countzy crops. 

For a long timo past tho sood usod in Stan, has been imported, Ovzarvae 
for tho most part, from tho United Provinces, and the rystem 7% 
of gotting seed in this way, without any special selection, las 
caused deterioration in the varioties commonly growa, Recently, 
however, Natal indigo (Indigofera arrecta) has boe introduced, 
the seed boing obtained direct from Notal and also from plants 
acolimatized in Java. This plant has boon found to give a very 
considerable increase of colouring matter, and will produce exoollent 
cuttings for two years in sucoossion and medioore plants for a 
third year, whereas othor varieties have to beresown annually. It 
has @ more vigorous habit of growth than the old variety, and the * 
leaf contains a largor proportion of the colow-yielding principle, 

Indigo may follow indigo, but is moro generally rotated with Sol ana 

such crops as sugarcano, tobaooo, poppy, coroals and oilseeds, It ™#nren 
is on exhausting crop, which cannot well be grown on the same 
Jamd for more than three suovossive sonsons; on tho other hand, 
being a deop-root orop it forms an excellent rotation crop for those 
‘which have surface roots, as is the caso with many food-grains, It 
ia usually grown on high lands beyond the reach of floods, deop 
alluvial looms seeming to suit the cop best. ‘The refuse indigo 
plant (eit) is the manure most easily obtained and is very valu. 
‘able; but it is said that it is less suited for indigo itself than for 
rotation orops, such as those mentioned sbove, and that indigo 
grown on Iond heavily treatod with sith is liable to injury from 
jnsoot-pests. Farm manures, chemical manures, such as saltpote 
and lime, bone-dust and oil-cako axo also used, 

‘The land on which indigo is to be grown is prepared for sowing singe, 
as soon as the Aiarif cxops have been reaped. Tho land is 
ploughed and reploughed until the clods axe all pulverized, and. 
after being manured, is levelled and smoothed with » plank 
roller composed of a long heavy beam on-which two men stand, 
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‘Tho seed is sown at tho boginning of tho hot weather ; and after 
sowing, the rollor is gain usod to level the suxface. ‘Tho soed- 
lings aro vory dolicato until thoir xoots aro well developed, and 
many perish owing to dry wost winds, ‘Thoy make slow progross 
until tho monsoon ots in, when tho growth becomes rapid; and 
they aro rondy for outting, which takos plaoo immodiately beforo 
they flower, in July or August. A sooond crop, known as tho 
Munti crop, is obtainablo in Septombor, but usually yiclds loss 
than the fast crop, ‘Tho colouring mattor from which indigotin 
is doxived oxists almost ontiroly in tho loaf of tho plant, It 
inoronsos as tho plant grows, but doterioratos aftor a covtain stago; 
and it is imporativo that the plant should bo out as soon as it is 
ripo and oartod off quickly to the factory for manufacture. 
Mayorio- ‘Tho fixst proooss of manufacture oonsists of steeping tho loavos, 





Frening Which is done in, two sete of vata, one on a lower lovel than tho 
ude ‘Thoso on tho highest lovel are used for stoeping tho plant, 


oth 

tens which is kopt submoxgod by logs of wood or bars fixod in position, 
During this prooess active fermentation takes place, and when it 
in comploto,: tho liquid is drained off into tho lowor vats, and is 
thero subjoctod to a brisk boating, tho effoot of whioh is to causo 
oxidation and soparato the particles of dyo, As tho oxidation 
proceeds dark bluo particlos of indigotin eppowr in tho liquid, 


‘and the beating is continued until a litte of the liquid plaood in” 


‘0 gquoer rondily throws a dark bluo procipitato, Oxidation was 
at ono timo accomplished by hand-beating, but in most factories 
itis now dono, by a beating whodl worked by power from a 
contral engine. 

Zeiling, Finally, the sodimont (ma?) which romaine in tho vat is boiled, 
Fem stmined, and mado up into cakes Zor tho musket, ho tat 
process in the final stagos of manufacture is to boil tho precipitato 
which sottles after oxidation, ‘The dye matter is next placod on 
cloth strainer until it becomes fairly dry. It is thon oamiod 
to tho press nd subjected to gradually incroasing pressuro until 
it hes taken tho form of firm slabs, whioh aro out into cakes and 

uno Sowly dried on racks, 
damm” ‘Tho indigo concerns, as a whole, hold vory little Jand as 
ae, _proprictors or permanent tenure-holders, owing to the reluctance 
of propriotors to sell their ostates or alionate their interosts 
by granting permanent (mukarari) tenures. ‘Tho lattor aro 
ly rare, and, a8 a rule, factorios hold practically no land 
on parmauient. lease, exoopt the aren oooupied by their factory 
buildings and.» few scattered patches, which cixoumstances have 
enabled them to obtain on favourable terms. ‘The bulk of the 
factoriei interest in the land is of a temporary nature, based on 
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what aro kaiown as ¢hikd leases, which run for short periodshaxdly 
over exocoding nine years. Tho oxtinery conditions of these 
leases exo that tho factory shall pay the proprictor a certain 
mount, wbiah ia, as arolo, the total amount of the rentroll of 
tho village plus Rs. 8 or Rs. 10 por digha available for indigo 
cultivation, ond that on the expiry of the lease the factory shall 
vento all lands in the village, after the indigo crop then on tho 
ground has been cut. As undortenure-holders, factories hold a 
"ery small aot mainly on mortgage of ome hind or ofhr. 

"The main object of factories in noquiring theeo proprictary 
and quasi pray gh ato mean forte evan o 
indigo, cither direct through their own servants, or through tho 
ordinary ryots ofthe villages, A factory rarely attempts to make 
aproft over ront collections; not infrequently, indeod, it is 
content to collect less from the ryots than it has to pay to the 
superior Iandlord, for its object is to keop tho ryote contented 
and to make them willing to grow indigo or supply lend for the 
cultivation of indigo. 








‘Tho temporary tenures held by tho conoomns are either simple Temporary 
eases, under which tho factory agrees to pay a certain rent for te" 


aterm of years, or of the nature of usufructuary mortgages, the 
factory advancing a certain sum to tho superior landlords at the 
beginning of the lease, ‘Tho terms of repayment vary. Under a 
tadua patua loaso, both principal and interest are liquidated boforo 
tho cad of tho prio of tho leno by yensy Geduations from the 
rent poyable to the propristors. Under a sarpesigt leaso, 

{intorost only is liquidated by deductions from the annual rent, 
‘and the principal is repayable at the end of the term, the lesseo 
hoving right to continue in the enjoyment cf the tenure 
until the principal is ropsid, ‘Tho latter eystom is tho moro 
common, and is preferred by planters, because the propristor is 
often unublo to zope tho adruoo on the expiy of to let, and 
tho factory thus continues in possession of the tenure indefinitely, 





‘A factory taking # loaso of a village obtains direot possession. yaxea 


af all Ionds which were in the cultivation of tho proprietor, Aafia 





‘Formerly it was also tho custom for tho ryots, if required, to giv 
‘up a certain proportion of their holdings, generally 8 ox 5. athan 
in the Uigha, to tho factory for tho direot cultivation of indigo. 
‘They received a proportionate deduction of their rent during the 
term ofthe factory's ase and » promise tat this Ind shonld be 
restored to them on its expiry. ‘This eystom, which is known ag 
tin kathia or panch kathia, is open to many objections, not the 
least of which is that it frequently hes the effect of obliterating * 
tenant right, ‘Though leasts rerely run for more than 9 years, 
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they azo offen renewed as a matter of course, and if they are 
sarpeshgi Teases, may continue for an indefinite poriod. ‘Thus, a 
factory may retain continuously tho loas0 of a villogo and possos~ 
sion of tho panch kathiad lands for a‘gonoration or moro, and 
when the time comes for tho village to bo rotunod to tho 
proprietor, it is ofton impossible, in tho absonco of any map or 
record, and aftar tho obliteration of fold boundaries, which indigo 
cultivation entails, to say what portioular blook bolongs to a 
pentioular holding, ‘Tho system is, however, now dying out, 

The factories possess ryoti interests in a small axon, thoso 


" intorests boing usually acquired by purchaso at a Civil Court 


salo for sxxoars of rent, ‘Who provisions of tho law faclitato 
uch aoquisition of syoli xights in a distriot like Siran, whore 
propriotary intoreste axe minutely subdivided, and it is common 
for naclory to hold a leaso of a sharo in an undivided stato, 
‘Under a ruling of tho High Court, a tenure-holdor holding 
 loaso of n shazo of an ostato can’ acquire oooupanoy rights 
uring tho continuanco of his lense, md by paying ront to 
tho propriotors of tho sharo not in. loaso to him, booome a ayot for 
all tho land in his direct oooupation, ‘Tonure-holding fnotories 
especially hevo {akon full advantago of thoso provisions, for it 
is worth theix whilo to pay a good prioo for an ooopanoy hold- 
ing containing good lands, and purchaso at a Civil Court salo gives 
thom a cloar title. Honco, it often hoppens that, on tho expisy 
‘of their longo, they aro ablo to sotain possession as oooupancy 
ayota of considerable amount of Land which they havo aoquirod 
in this way during tho term of tho lonso, 

‘A. considerable aren is held by tho factorios os under-zyots, 
part being noquired on the panch kathia system dosoribed above, 
Dut most being hold on what aro called kurtau/s loases, which aro 
gradually displacing the panch kathia system, ‘Under thoso leases, 
tho daotory pays the xyot a sum equivalont to five or seven yours? 
zontal of tho land for which tho sub-loaso is granted, and culti- 
‘vatos the land for that poriod, at tho end of which it roverts to the 
xyot, ‘Tho main objection to this system from tho factory’s point 
of view is tho risk of tho ryot going off with tho advanoo without 
eying his rent, for in that cage tho landlord may soll up tho 
holding and refuso to recognize the factory, ‘consoquently 
loses its money. In practice, however, the isk is not very great, 
‘as hurtaultYoases aro usually granted for parts of holdings only, 
and the zyot remains in tho village to cultivate the remaindor. 

A motiffoation of tho hurdauit loaso is the eud-Dharna, which 
resembles the sarpeshgt tonuxe desoribed above, ‘The factory 
givesthe zyot an advance, the interest on which ois liquidated 
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by deduction from the annual rent for the land sublet, The 
principal is repayable at the end of the lease, but, as in. tho caso 
‘of xarpeshgl tenures, tho borrower is often unable to moot hig 
obligations, and tho factory retains possession of the land 
indofinitely. his systom is proventod from being common by tho 
fact that, a8 a ralo, only a ryob who is dvoply involved is willing 
to bind himself to the factory in this way, and a mun in such a 
position can give the fnotory no soourity for its money beyond 
tho land, whioh is worthless if ho should dofault in payment of 
his ront to the superior landlord, 

‘Tho main systems of indigo cultivation practised in Saran aro Sxeemce 
known as sirdat, i., the home-farm system of direct cultivation Ory. 
«by means of hired ‘servants, tho satla system of cultivation 
through factory tenants under contracts, and fius/ikt or oultiva 
tion by means of outside ryots, 

‘Tho name sirdat is appliod to all lands cultivated by the zirtat 
factory direct with hired Inbour, either as propristor, tenure. ‘#8 
holder, ryot or under-ryot. Over three-fourths of the ares under 
indigo is of this class, and owing to its oareful cultivation it 
returns the best profits, 

‘The satta systom is so-called Deoatso a document (eatta) is Satta 
executed by the ryot, who usually belongs to a villago of which *7*™ 
tho factory is the By this document he entors into a 
contract to grow indigo on a certain portion of his holding in 
consideration of an advance of monoy, oither without interest 
or at a low xato of intorost; ho further binds himself to pay 
damages to the factory if he should fail to camry out his share 
of the agreement, Tho factory supplies the seod, and varts the 
indigo when cut to the vats for manufscture, but the ryot is 
responsible for tho proparation of the land and for all expenses 
of cultivation, ‘The indigo when -delivered to the factory is paid 
for at a oortain rate per digha; if the crop should fail through no 
fault of the ryot, ho is paid botwoon Rs. 5 and Rs. 6 a bigha to 
socoup him for the oxponses of cultivation. ‘The agrooment is 
usually oxcouted for the samo torm ns that of tho factory's 
Tease of tho villago, and tho original advanco, with principal and 

* ntorest, is worked off by oasy deduotions from the sum annually 
poysble to the xyot, Agrooments of this kind axo usually only 
oxeouted by tenants of the factory, but, occasionally ,they aro 
exeouted by ryots entirely independent of tho factory, nnd axe 
then known as kiuslit or Voluntary sattas, i 

‘The ‘Khushkt or voluntary system, though more common in| Kbwhis 
Bran than in Museftarpor and Champaven, is compamtively "= 
unimportant, ‘Tho ryot lins usually no, connection with tho 
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factory, nor dos ho necessarily receive any advance. ‘The fu‘tory 
supplies the seed, bul ll tho cultivation i dono by tho ryob, who 
scleots his own Iand, end when the crop is cut, is peid at tho. rato 
of about $ annas per maund for tho groen plant. If tho outtum 

reaches 100 maunds an acre, as it may casily do with feixly good 
cultivation, the xyot makos a not proft of betwoon Rs, 12 and 

Re. 16. after paying all exponsos ; his land is also bonofited by 

tho rotation of a deop-roct crop with ordinary surface crops, and 

generally yields a good radi crop in tho spring after tho indigo 

is out, This system is not usual, as it does not pay the planters. 

‘A large outturn of plant per aoe is required to givo a 

good proft, and this oan only bo ssoured by high cultivation of 
lands carefully selected on a sound system of xolation, elements, 
which are primd facie more likely to be present in a system of 

direct caltivation under the supervision of tho factory manager 

and his servants. 

‘In conclusion, the system known a8 badlain or oxchango of 
lends may bo mentioned. Indigo, boing a deep-root. orop, 
exhausts tho soil after two or threo seasons, unless it is highly 
manure, “On tho oer hand it forma en eollot rotation 

op with grain and other surfaos orops, Consequently, it is 
aieacue ‘both to planter and to ryot for the latter to take 
over for afew years lands which have grown indigo for the oulti- 
vation of ordinary orops, giving in exchange an equal area of his 
own Iands for the temporery cultivation. of It is obvious 
that the systom oan only be worked eu if tho terms 
of the agreement aro strictly kept on both sides. 

The following list of the indigo factories at work in the 
district with their outworks has been supplied by the Collector. 
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‘MBANS OF COMMUNIOATION, 





Bouxpen as itis on throo sides by gront rivers, Siiran, till within Devi. 

8 comparatively rooont period, occupied e position of isolation ill 20" 
botitting its gront rosourcos, ite tooming population, and its coxnemr- 
‘agricultural wealth, while its means of internal communication ©47*# 


swore Hittlo less backward, ‘There wore no canals and no railways; 
the existing roads were not nearly sufficient in number for the 
‘wants of the people; and the utility of those which did exist: was 
much impaired by tho faot that many of them wero unbridged. 
In oarlior times these defects were still more pronounced. In 1794 
there wore only threo roads in the district, and all in very bad 
condition, Whose were tho road from Cheprs to Ohampiran i 
‘Mashrak and Sattar Ghat, which was hardly passable in tho rains, 
people being obliged to wade up tothe waist in water at several 
fparts; that from Chaprt to Muzaffarpur oit Rew’ Ghut, whick 
‘was sonrocly passable; and that from Ohirind to Manjhi vid 
Godna, which was elso impassablo in many places owing to tho 
want of bridges. In 1800 the Collector reported that this last 
yond was the only ono in the distrot ; it was repaired partly by 
the samindars and partly by convict labour, and’ was, he said, 

‘oll oaloulated for ovory desoription of carriage.” Bridges, how- 
over, werd still practioally non-existent, for in 1815 we find tho 
Collector writing that he know of only ono bridge worthy of 
notice in the district, at Barnult on tho Dans, 

In 1830 tho following main roads woro in existonco—(1) 
Chapra to Darault; (2) Ohapra to Salimpur Ghat end Gobind- 
‘genj; (8) Ohapri to Sattar Ghut ; (4) Obapr’ to Rows Ghat ; (5) 
‘Chapra to Sonpur; (6) Chaprit to Shorpur Ghat, the diroot routo 
to Dinaporo; end (7) Ohapré to Gorakhpur vié Siwin and Bara- 
gion, ‘Thoso roads wore, tho Collector reported, to be considered 
moro in the light of military roads and wore “all good.” ‘This 
description, however, appoars to have been somewhat. cuphemistio 
in tho light of tho following acoount of tho roads of Saran given 
in tho Bengal and Agra Gazoltoor of 1841, Good roads aro 
much wanted in tho district; those in tho vicinity of the slation of 
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Chaprt aro kept in repair by the Magistrate, end thoso in the 
interior by tho zamindars, whose aystom is attended altogether 
with very bad consequences. ‘Tho groat road from Chaps’ to 
Gorakhpur v/d Darnult is wrotchedly bad; that leading to Gorakhpur 
id Baragion is not much bottor, and in many placos go narrow as 
soaredly to admit whosled oaringos, bosidos having deop ditches on 
each side. On this rond soveral bridges aro much required, moro 
particularly across thonullah at Siwin-Aliganj, whoro a forry boat 
plies in the rains, and many nooidents ooour. ‘Theso xomasks also 
apply to tho Gobindganj and Bottiah ronds, From Ohapré to tho 
oastward as far as Sonpur, a distance of about 80 miles, the roads 
are in oxcallont repair, and passable for whoolod carriages noarly 
the whole yoar, ‘To Chirind and Sherpur Ghst on the Ganges, 
tho direct route to Patna and Dinapors, the roads axe very good, 
Tho road lending to Rews Ghat on the Gandak, which is the 
sond to Tizhut, is of considersblo' importance, and a very little 
expenso would oop it in good repair throughout the your. ‘Tho 
road leading to Sattar Ghat on the Gandak, which is tho high 
rood to Champéran, ishardly passable in many plaoes for fivo or 
six months in the yoar. ‘Tho oross roads from one villago to 
another aro in a few instances repaired by the zamindirs, and it 
tho high roads are indifferent in many parts of Sixan, tho oross 
ronds aro wholly neglected.” 

‘Thofamine of 1874 gavo a great stimulus to road-making and 
numerous new roads wore constructed, while existing highways were 
raised ssid improved. Still, in 1877, when the Statistical Account 
‘of Bengal was published, it was stated that, with the exception of 
somo short detached longths in the vicinity of towns, all the road 
wore unmotalled, and their chief defoot was a want of bridges, 
many having been swept away in the flood of 1871. ‘The introduo- 
tion of the Road Coss Act in 1875 placed tho District Road Fund 
on asatisfactory basis and enabled bridges to be built and repaired, 
besides a finish being given to much rough earthwork which 
yomained after the famino year ; and in 1884 the Bengal and 
‘North-Western Railway was opened throughout the south-western 
portion of the distriot, Since that time, there has been stondy 
progress in extending and improving the roads, building bridges, 
roplacing old wooden bridges with masonry oredtions, and provid 
ing more waterways and better drainage. ‘Tho length of district 
ronds has been inoreased to 1,205 miles and of village xoads to 
1,419 miles, or approximately one lineal mile of road to every 
superficial square mile, he district also contains altogether 116 
miles of rilway, for besides the main line of the Bengal and 
North-Western Railway, there are branch lines from Chaprs to 
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‘Manjhi, from Duraundha to Maharajganj, and from Siwan to 
‘Thawe, as woll asa loop line from Sonpur to Banwir Chak. 
There are now few places which aro not easily accessible at all 
times of the year, and tho result has beon not only to dovelop 
trad, but also to minimive the liability of Saran to famine, 

‘Tho main line of the Bengal and North-Western Railway Ra 
runs through Saran for 81 miles from a little beyond Mairwa in W47% 
the north-west to Sonpurin the south-east, Beyond Mairwa the 
Tine passes into,the Gorakhpur district of the United Provinces 
and runs on for another 61 miles to Gorakhpur ; andat Sonpur the 
magnificent Gandak bridge links it with the whole of the Tirhut 
State Railway systom (now worked by the Bengal and North- 
‘Western Railway), through which again it is connected with 
Northern and Eastern Bengel. A. branch line, the Revelgenj- 
Ballia branch, runs for 11 miles from Chapra oid Rovelganj 
to Manjhi, wheroa steam ferry across tho Gogra establishes 
connection with Benfres. From Banwir Chak to Sonpur there 
is a short loop lino, passing Pablez’ Ghat on the Ganges, 
whore a steam ferry plies to and from Digha in the Patna district 5 
thenoe a short branch line completes through communication with. 
tho East Indian Railway at Bankipore. 

‘The main line, which is the property of a private company, was 
constructed between November 1881 and January 1884, Tt has 
doveloped a largo goods trafic, both local and from points beyond. 
tho Siren district, and at certain seasons of the year, especially at 
tho time of the Sonpur fair, its passonger traftio is phenomenal. 
‘Tho oponing of this line and the construction of feeder roads by 
the District Board have boon of very great benefit to the distriot, 
for, besides the usual advantages of improved communication and 
the development of trade, they have done much to mitigate tho 
severity of famino. Tho railways in tho district have recently 
‘bean oxtended by the construction of lines from Siwan to 
‘Thawe and from Duraundhk to Maharajganj; a survey has also 
‘boon made for a line from Chapré to Mashrak. 

‘The roads of Saran may bo divided into two categories, either Rows. 
according to their construction, as motalled or unmeldlled, or 
aooording to their importance, as main or village roads. Of 
retailed roads the disbiot has comparatively fow, thefr aggregate 
Imgth being only about 180 miles, ‘The macadamizing material 
‘ued on them i nodular limestone (enter), which ds found in 
many placcs in the district, ‘Tho amall lamps of kankar aro 
carefully packed so as toform a level surface ; water is then poured 
over it, and tho surface rolled or beaten down with rammers, 
‘When properly consolidated, it forms an excellent metalling. ‘The 
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great cost of keoping these roads in a’state of offcionoy, uniler the 
hheavy cart traffiowhich thoy havo to oarry, and tho largo number 
of unmotalled roads, which demand maintenanoo end repair, have 
ed the District Board of Siran for somo timo past to abandon 
farthor offorts to oxtend thoir motallod system and to dovoto all 
available funds to improving oxisting unmotallod oommunioations, 
. osposially in extending, widening, raising and bridging thom, 
‘Tho art treo of tho trict i very gront, though it has some. 
what diminished sinoo tho railway has boon opongd, and all offorts 
directed to the improvement of tho unmotalled roads are a diroot 
Donoft to tho poorer classes. ‘Tho bost kind of unmotallod roads 
consist of a raisod road in the oontro for Light whoolod traffio, 
horsemen and pedestrians, witha grass borm on each side; outside 
‘hese, on one or both sides, is a cart track for heavy wheeled 
-vehiclos, and beyond these again the borrow pits, whonco earth 
Js take for tho ropaim of tho zoad. It is  diiiot ooxiom 
of long standing, that hoavy wheeled traffic should bo confined 
to tho lowor cart tracks so long as they aro passablo; and owing 
to the grent volume of traffo, tho frisbility of tho soil, and tho 
immonso length of roads to bo kopt in repair, any othor system 
‘would soveroly strain tho resouroes of tho District Board. 
‘Tuming to tho classification acording to importanoo, it 
‘should bo explained that all tho principal roads of tho district, 
entered in 1s carofally propared list and known as distriot roads, 
fro undor tho dire cotzl of the Dishiot Board, whilst smaller 
roads, including tho tracks from village to village oallod village 
onds, aro subject to the administration of the Local Boards in. tho 
Siwin and Gopilganj subdivisions and of the District Board 
in the headquarters subdivision. ‘The total longth of district roads 
in existenco in 1906.07 wns 1,205 miles and of village roads 
alo miles. The upkeep of All Go mala rads exd all original 
construction work on village roads requiring engineoring 
Imowledgo sro in the hands of tho District Engineer, who is 
assisted by an Oversoor for oach of the threo subdivisions, these 
again being subdivided into six sections each’ in charge, of a 
Bub-Overseer, Bosides this staff, each Looal Board has ono 
Sub-Overseer of its own for employment on the villago ronds 
under its control. Repairs aro usually carried out by contractors, 
and in this respect valuable assistance is rondored by European 
indigo planters, who undertake the supervision of the roads near 
‘their factories. Most of the main roads near the principal towns 
slog ot emer sal i fas tod the planation 
‘of others is steadily pro Road demarcation also 
‘bean sctrly, ter Ups 28 has been found Oat ules this is 
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thoroughly done, endronchments aro frequent andl thost detrimental 
to‘the interests of the publio, ‘The operation is effected cither by 
erecting boundary pillars or stones, or by planting trees, for which. 
purpose tho common fal or palm treo.is oxpecially suitable, as itis 
inexponsive, hardy, does not appreciably overshadow the nejgh- 
bouring flelds, and is not browsed down by cattle, Wherd tho 
road passes through villages and. bazars, ita mits aro defined by 
masonry drains on either si 

‘Tho main roads in Siran group themselves naturally into tho 
Chopra and the Siwan systems, theso two principal towns being 
the foot of administration and trade in their rospoctive neighbour- 
hoods. Fom Chaprt soven great roads radiate, the termini, with 
two exooptions, boing ghats or ferries on one or other of the great 
rivors which hound tho district on threo sides. (1) ‘The fzst of 
those highways is the Sonpur road, 83} milos in length, which 
rans in a genoral south-oasterly dixeotion through Dighwirk to 
Sonpur, at the junotion of tho Gandak and tho Ganges, famous 
for ite shrino and gront fair, A forry and tho Gandak bridgo 
connect it with Hjfpur in the Muzofforpur district, and a 
stoam ferry also plies to and from Patna, The sond is in 
many places very ove, and is lable to bo submerged by inundation 
from tho Ganges, (2) ‘Tho Rows @htt rond, 24f miles, runs 
east-north-east through Garkht, where there is « police outpost, 
and past Jalilpur and Makair, to Rewt Ghat on the Gandak. 
(8) Tho Sohtnsi Ghat road, 80 miles, leaves Ohapri in a north- 
tasterly divootion, and passing through Mirztpur, terminates 
at Sohiinsi on the Gandak south-east, of Siwin. (1) ‘The Sattar 
Ghit road, 86} miles, runs almost duo north to tho Gandak, 
and is ono of the most important roads in tho distrit, oonnooting 
it with tho southernmost portion of the Ohampiran district. 
This road for many miles passes through low ehaurs, and 
until it was raised ond motalled, was constantly damaged 
by floods. (6) Tho Salimpur Ghit road, 61 miles, loads duo 
north from Ohapra to the important ferry of Salimpur on the 
Gondak opposite Gobindganj, through which most of tho trafio 
from Nepil and Ohamptran passos into Siren and Gorakhpur. 
(6) The Chaprt-Siwin road, 0} miles, skirts tho railway, 
as far as Ekmf, 18 miles, whoro it bifuroatos, one branch going 
north to tho imporlant mart of Mahirtjgenj, and thenoo 
dy a less usod rout to Salimpur Ghat ei Bareuli, while tho 
other, sill running parallel fo tho railway, passes on to Siwin. 
Until the construction of the railway, this Intter road was ono 
of the principal trade routes in Stran, but it has now lost much 
of its importance, - (7) The Chapri-Guthnt road, 54, miles, skirts 
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tho Ieft bank of tho river Gogrt, and passes through Miiajhi and 
Darault. Tt also serves sovorel forrios on tho Gogsi botwéon 
iran and tho disiriots of Ballin and Azmgarh in the United 
Provinces, 

Tho Siwin systom consists of ight principal roads, (1) 
‘Tho Siwin-Chapri road, 89} miles, has alzondy boon dosoribod. 
(2) ‘Tho Siwan-Mahnxe}ganj road londs south-oast for 12 milos to 
tho important markot Inst namod, and thoneo continues in tho 
samo dizeotion to Rowit Git, 89 miles, and to Sonpux, 62 milos, 
thus orossing tho ronds of the Chaprit aystom numborod 2 to 6, 
and joining No. 1 at Dighwart. (3) Tho Siwan-Sohtgpur Ghat 
road, 39 milos, rans a little south of oxst: and passes through tho 
Basantpur and Mashrak polioo stations. (4) The Siwan-Sattar 
Ghat road, 85} milos, runs north-enst for 10 miles to Barhaxif, 
o avoid marshy and low Ind, and thenoo oust to Satter Ghit. by 
a souto noocssarily dovious for tho samo reason. (5) Tho Siwan- 
Salimpur Ghat road is idontioal, as fax as Barhaxia, with tho rond 
last doseribod, and thence runs through tho Bareulf polioo outpost 
to Salimpur Ghat, 15 miles. (6) ‘Tho Siwan-Goptlganj rond, 
20 milos, which is metallod throughout, passes through Mirganj, 
whonoo Hathwa is distent only 2} milos, From Mirganj it 
ppasioa on to tho north-wost, and loads to tho outlying pnsts of 
tho Siwan and Goptilganj subdivisions and the boundary outposts 
of tho district, (7) Tho Siwvin-Guthni xoad, 22 miles, eid Mairwa, 
rans duo wost trom Siwiin till it reaches the Stran border, 
which it follows southward, joining road No. 7 of tho Ohaprk 
systom at Guthni, (8) ‘Tho Siwan-Andar road goos duo south 
from Biwin to tho Inrgo villago of Andat, 9 milos, whoro it 
bifurontes, ono branch going to Naxhan Ghit on the Gogrt and 
the other to Darault on tho same xiver, 

‘Thoso two lists by no moans exhaust tho important ronds of 
tho Saran district, for whilo thoir main lines aro from north to 
south, many usoful roads, which do not touch oithor Siwin or 
Chaps, oross the district from onst to west and supply Iatoral 
communioation. Such aro the Domaigarh-Moshrak road, which 
rans through Hkmf and Tajpur and oonnosts the Gandak and the 
Gogri; and tho Darauli-Basantpur road, which starting from the 
Ghapst-Guthnt xond, two miles below Darwuls, passes through 
Andes, Husninpurt, Daroundht and Mabtirijganj to Basantpur, 

Of the village xonds no description is possible. ‘They form a 
perfect reticulation betweon the main arterial highways, and rango 
from the well-planned road, hardly differing but in name from 
tho main rond, to tho winding track from village to village, 
which the cattle frst mado, the villages widened, and on 
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energetio Magistrate at last decided to maintain, With so many 
exoollent routes pieroing the district in all directions, thore wore 
fow points on the railway, which wor not alrosdy served by 
existing roads when it was opmod. A fow stations, howorer, 
remained, which though admirably placed as regards the trafic 
to bo carried and tho conventonce of passengers, were not provided 
with satisfactory moans of communication with the interior of tho 
district, For thoso places eoveral new roads have alrendy ‘boon 
constructed, othors aro being constructed, and it is the policy of 
tho District Board, as opportunity offers, to provide overy station 
with a good motalled approach, 

Numerous important ferries cross tho Ganges, Gandsk and Fortes, 
Gogré rivers, and maintain communiontion with the neighbouring 
disiaicis, ‘Tho principal forsies on tho Ganges aro from Pablezk to 
Karjf in Patna, from Pantpur to Nisriganj in the same district, 
from Doriganj to Bingawin in Shahabid, ond from Telps to 
Ekauni. On the Gogrd those most used are from Revelganj to 
Obhakutols, from Ménjhi to Chak Dita, from Domaigarh to 
Gopilnagar in Bellia, and from Darauli to Gossinpur in tho same 
distsict. On the Gandak thoro are four important ferries loading 
to plaoos in Museffarpar, viz., from ‘Thahri-Horinbidhs to 
Rows, from Barwo and Daxihtst to Basanta, from Hasanpur- 
Banis to Sohigpur, and from Sirangpur-Saguni to Sohansi ; and 
there axe threo principal ferries to plaocs in Champtran, viz., from 
‘Dumaria to Rampurwa, from Salimpur to Gobindganj, and from 
Sattar Ghat to Dhekah’, 

‘There avo dak bungalows at Chapt, Sivin and Goptganj, stagiog 
snd inspection bungalows ab Baniapur, Bargkon, Basantpar, Pena 
Bhori, Darauli, Dighwars, Doriganj, Ekma, Gopilpur, Hardis, 
Talalpor, Kuchai Kot, Mahirtjganj, Mairwa, Mashrak, Siswin, 
Siwan and Soipur, 

‘Tho Ganges, Gogra and Gandak have from time immemorial war 
‘been highways for boat traffio, which is atill considerable in spite 0OxMesr* 
of the sailway competition. ‘The India Genorel Stoam Navi- 
gation Company hns e daily stoamer sorvico up ond down 
the Ganges and Gogra throughout: their course along this dis- 
trict, starting from Digha Ghat in the district ‘of Patna, nearly 
opposite Sonpur, with a terminus at Ajodhys, a sacred placo of 
pilgrimage on the Gogra in the Faisubad distriot of Oudh. ‘These 
steamers cary both goods and passengers, and thousands proceed 
by this xoute down the Ganges to Basten Bengal in soarch of 
employment, the steamers running in connection with others 
which ply between Patna and Goalundo, end there connect with 
the Assm-Oichir line. Tho extension of the Bengal and 
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North-Western Railway from Hjipur to Katihar has, however, 
already largely affected this traffic, and multitudes now go by 
train who a fow years ago walked or wont by steamer. ‘Tho Dah 
and Mahi rivers are also navigable by country boats of 400 or 
500 maunds burden during the rainy season. Tho former rivor 
was until recent yoars navigable by largo boats as far as Siwin 
all the yoar round, except in very dry years ; but the 

up of the stream for purposes of irrigation and tho incroaso of 
cultivation of boro rico in its bed have oansed it to silt up to a 
large extent. In the rains boats of considerable burdon are pain- 
fully forood up other local streams to an astonishing distance and 
rotum with largo cargoss, but the trade thus carriod is small and 
hardly approciablo in comparison with that which follows the 
railway and roads. 

‘here aro soveral kinds of boats in general uso on the Saran 
rivers. ‘Tho larger boats aro the u/ank, which has a long narrow 
bow overhanging the water, the imelAni, which has a broad bluft 
bow, and the pvfnili (also called in Sian ka/rd), a broad-beamed 
oat drawing but little water, tho sides of which aro formed of 
planks overlapping exch other—in othor words, it is clinker-built, 
Among smallor boats may be mentioned the ordinary dingi, 
and the ponsuhi, which hes « rotnd bottom but oan ply in 


yw water, 

‘There are 592 miles of postal communication in the district, 
‘snd ’79 post offices have boon opened, representing one post offloo 
for every ii4 square miles. In 1906-07, 2,855,614 postal’ articles 
Wore delivered, indluding 1,280,708 letters and 1,189,492 poate 
ards, The value of money orders issued in the same year was 
Rs, 12,08,540 and of those paid Rs. 44,56,492; these figures 
mufficiently attest the popularity of this moans of transmitting 
money. Altogether, 4,780 accounts have been opened in the 
Savings Bank, the amount deposited being Re. 1,094,488, Besides 
the telegraph offico at Ubsprs, there aro 16 postal-tologreph offices 
situated at Banitpur, Chainpur, Dighwars, Ekmi, Goptlganj, 
Hathwi, Jimo Bazar, Mahirijganj, Mairwi, Mashrak, Nagri, 
Ramkols, Revelganj, Sivan and Sonpur. 
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‘Taw rst sottloment of Stran,* of which there is any authentio neyawor 
réoonl, was mado in 1082 by Nodar Mal, tho Finance Minister’ of 70s. 
Akbar. Siran thon contained 17 parganas and was assoasod to a kan 
Tovenuo of Rs, 404,900, the area monsured and asseasod being tents, 
only 415 square miles, It is notiooable that at this timo loss than 

4 filth of the district had oon brought under cultivation, and 

that the inoidenoe of Innd revenue was Ro. 1-8 por produdlive 

sore, which is exactly double what it is at the present day. ‘This 
assessment was révisod in 1685 during tho reign of Aurangesb, 

Whon tho revenuo was nearly doubled, being zaised to Rs. 8,01,401 5 

4 laxgo part of tho inoreuso was, no doubt, duo to th oxtonsion of 
oultivation during the contury, but in tho absenoo of statistics of 

rod it is impossiblo to say how much was aotually assessed on 

nowly oultivated land, A onsiderablo aroa was, moreover, appro 
printed to form jagire or rovenno-froo grants for tho purpose of 
Tomunerating tho civil and military offers of the Empiro, over 

whom tho central authorities had bat little control. ‘This mssces- 

mont remained unaltered until 1760, when Ali Vardi Khan, then 
Govomor of Bibs, mado a fresh assessment, tho chiof object of ‘ 








4 number of abwdbs or unauthorized oossos, which, though nomi 
aly abolished by Akbar, woro still in existonos, “By this nssoas- ” 
mont the revenue demand was raised to Re. 9,20,856; but this 
total included a considerable sum which was prid’ to tho rovenue 

_ collecting officials by way of jagtrs, oto,, and never roached the 
Government. A. further rondjustment was, therefore, undertaken 
in 1766 to soparato the Government demand from that appropriated 
for the purpose of jaytra and roligious and charitable endowments, 
Tho result was to seduce tho demand to Rs, 8,80,283, roprosonting 
‘an asgossmont of annas 9-1 por acre, this being the higheat rate of 
‘assessment in North Biht, 

‘tbe dati as now eousiulad, covaponds aimee! oxasly with Borlar 

‘trun, ‘one of the’ six Sapire forming the Siiéah ortProvince of Bihit, exeopt 
‘atone small porgana forme part of Gorakapun, : 
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When the East India Company aoquired the Dini of Bengel, 
Bihar and Orissa, tho collection of land revenue was at first 
eft entixely to a native agency, for tho Council considered 
it doubtful whether the European servants generally possessed 
sufficient knowledge of the civil institutions and interior stato 
of the country to quality them for the trust, After four 
yours of this system, it was found necessary to appoint European 
Supervisors to control the native subordinates in tho oolloo- 
tion of revenue and tho administration of civil justice; and in 
1770 « Rovenne Connoil was formed for Bikar, with ts hond- 
quarters at Patna, for the purpose of suporvising tho Supervisors. 
‘Tho latter were instructed to make enquiries and xeport on every 
otail concerning the interior cconomy of the country andthe mode 
of levying the land revontio; end it was soon found that tho 
system of leaving the tax-collectors uncontrolled had led to gross 
abuses. ‘The asiossment was nominally based on that af 1765, 
and though tho financial resalis in Séran were excellant, over 80 
por cont, of the demand being xeslizod, it was reported that tho 
‘Nizims or native collectors “exacted what thoy could from the 
mamnindiss and the grest farmers of the revenue, whom thoy left at 
Uberty to plunder all below, reserving to themselves the proxoga- 
tive of plundering thom in their tum when thoy wore supposed. to 
Ihave enriched themselves with the spoils of tho country.” Accord 
ingly, in 1772 tho office of Neib Diwan or head native revenue 
collector was abolished, and the Company's officers themselves took 
over the collection of the revenue, the Supervisors being called 
Collectors for the first time and placed under the control of a Board 
of Revenue in Osloutta, This new departare, however, was not a 
sucosas, and it was therefore decided to settle the revenue by 
farming out the collections for five years to the highest bidders. 
‘This experiment was equally unsuoosseful, for tho farmers foiled 
to carry out their obligations, and great lose resulted, ‘To remedy 
this state of sffairs, tho Enropean agency was again abolished 
in. 1774, and the revenue collections were entrusted to agents 
called amile working under a Provincial Council at Patna, 

The Company haa by this time reelized that it was nocessary 
to chai» fuller knowadge of the state of the confey before 

ony amma and» eitelry method of electing 
eould be devised. With this object mils wore doputed wiih 
instructions to make the-minutest enquiries as to “whatever 
might enable them to procure the most exact information of 
the real produce or value of the lands.” Annual settlements wero 
made by the Provincial Comnoil in the years 1777-80, based 
on the result of the enqairies made under these somewhat vaguo 
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instructions, amd the revenno ocitinned to be collected by native 
agency ; but the only result was @ gradual and stendy diminu- 
tion in'the Company's revenue, and in 1781 the’ system was 
again altered, tho Provinoial’Vounoil being abolished. Districts 
Wore now placed in charge of Uolleotore, who wore subordinate 
to tho Prosidents of the abolished Councils ; the latter were in 
tam subject to the control of the Committes of Revenue in 
Caloutta; and something like the modem system of administra 
tion was thus introduced, 

‘Tho frst. authentio record of the revenue demand under British 
rile is found in tho register of Nawab Hoshiytr Jang, Subahdar of 
Bibi, from whioh it appears that in 1778 tho district of Stren, 
then known es Sarftr Stran, comprised 1,640 estates, 15 parganas 
and 4,650 villages, of which 207 villages were revenne-fr00, tho 
rovenue demand for the remainder being Re, 936,201, ‘Tho 
collections were, however, very muuch less, and varied groatly from 
yeur to your, both because of tho constant chenges made in.the 
systoms of administration, and of tho inherent defects of those 
systems, and also beoauso tho district suffered severely from 
famines, such as those of 1770 and 1788, and. from floods, |The 
Gandak ombankment had follon into disreprir, and wad not 
sestored till 1796, Meanwhile, the north and east of the district 
wore swopt by foods nearly every year. In tho Husopur 
vamindisi, oomesponding with the present Hethwa Raj estate, 
no one could be got to take up a settlement of tho revenue; 
and it is reported that in ono year throo-fourths of the dattlo 
perished, 

To add to the difficultios of the. Companj’s ‘officials, it ‘was 
impossible to collect the revenue in a largo portion of the district, 
owing to the reonsanoy of thé lending samindars, ‘Tho stices- 
tors of tho Chainpur Babus steadily refused to pay Goverament 
dues, and the Hathwa Raj was practically in a state of anarchy 
owing to the rebellion of Fatch Sthi, His estato was let out to 
farmers, bat he frustrated their attempts to collect tho revenue ; 
and the Collector, finding it impossible to realize anything, 
recommended that be should ho pardoned and given an: ellow- 
ance on promising to live quictly at Husopur.. ‘This promise 
the Raj readily gave and es reedily broke, Ho again took the 
field, and a series of outrages culminated; in 1776, in tho murder 
of his own cousin Basant Sthi, Government thon declared 
his property forfoit, but oventually recognized Chhattardhari 
Subi, the infant grondson of the murdered Basont Sihi ‘es the 
owner of the estate. An idea of the doficiméy of revenue thus 
caused may be gathered from « report submitted’ in 1787 by 
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Mr, Montgomerio, the Colleotor, in which he remarked :—“ Though 
richer and better cultivated district than Sarkar Stran is not 
to be seen in India, the Collector has never been able to realize 
the revenue of a single year from what should be deemed the 
resources of the country, A remission of the revenue wos 
granted by the Collectors every your.” ‘Though the demand 
from 1780 to 1789 was over nino lakhs, the ocolloctions rarely 
amounted to much moro than half of that sum, and wore som0- 
times considerably loss. 

In 1701 the decennial sottlomont was oarsiod out, ‘Tho unit 
of this sottlomont was the ostato and not tho villago; onquirios 
swore mado to asoartain fox exch estate the gross produoo includ- 
ing both cash and produco rents, and eairat paid for fisheries, 
orchards, grazing land and the like, from which woro doduoted 
temple charges, éto., and an sllowance of 10 por cont, left to 
the propriotors, ‘The rovenuo assessed at this soltloment was 
Re, 9,29,261 payable by 959 ostates. Tho total was almost 
the somo as that of the Intest Mughal sottlomont of 1765 and 
swog moro, than double that of 'odar Mal, but tho ron assossod 
‘had inoroased nearly six-fold sinoo 1682. Tho 969 estatos in tho 
dintsiot ware ottlod with 865 proprictors, of whom tho moro 
inapottant was Jag Mohan Mukhexji, tho farmor of tho Hathwa 
estate, whoo xovenuo amounted to Rs, 1,89,200; tho Narayana, 
ancestors of the prosont Chainpur family, whoso xovonuc was 
Re. 04,008; ond. tho Minjhi .Bubus,..with a revonno of 
Re, 76,65. 

‘This settlement was confrmed in 1798 with somo modifi- 
cations, duo to ite being checked by tho sotual collections for 
1701. ‘Tho result was that tho total revenue pormanontly 
settled was Rs. 10,27,110 and the number of estates porma- 
nontly sottlod was 1,818. ‘Tho fact that tho Permanent Sottloment 
swan mado with tho zamindis or horeditary. proprictors of 
the land, and not as elsewhere with middlemen and tax- 
collectors, is ovident from a report. of the Collector, in which he 
said:— The only instances in Sarkar Saran, where the immoe- 
diate somindirs hava not been .troated with, are Husopur 
id Ohaubire,. The samindazs of thoso places have long bee 
Aispossessed by order of Government.” ‘Tho eamindar of 
‘Husepur wes tho notorious rebel Fateh Sthi, whoso astates woro 
Aeclared forfeit and woro shortly afterwards sottled with the 
representatives of smother branch of the Hathwa family. ‘Tho 
samindir of Chaublira .also had beon dispossessed for assisting 
Fateh Sthi, anid: his cétates wero subsoquently settled with his 
Irother, Tt is thus clear that in Saran the Permanent Settlement 
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did not result in the creation of a new landed class, but was 
made entirely with the old landed propristors of the country. 





‘The next important event in the revenue history of Stiran Rxsvur- 


am 


‘was tho resumption of rovenuo-freo propexties, It had been Yaoomn. 
found that many villagos or blooke of land had escaped petiloment star 
and woro held free of rovonue under invalid title, After a 
lengthy enquiry, the Collector submitted a report in 1834 eati- 
mating that 1,455 mahals, covering an axes of cbout 166,068 
bighas, wero linblo to come under resumption; and it appears 
from his report that the oxisting revenue was then Rs, 10,57,509, 
or about Re, 10,000 more than the rovenuo settled pormanently 
in 1793; this inoronse was probably due to the resumption of 
somo potty ostates prior to tho gonoral resumption proceedings 
concluded in 1841, No nal report of those proceedings is 
available, but a Poreian rogistor purporting to give tho rosults of 
all tho resamptions undor Regulation II of 1819 shows that 
240,824 d4ghas wero rosumed and assessed at Rs. 162,467, 
‘Adding this to the rovenue reported by the Collector, wo find that 
tho Governmont revenue in 1841 was Its, 11,609,976. 





This was followed by tho grout rovenuo survey of 1843-44, sunvars 


which was novossitated by tho constant disputes regarding tho im. 
‘Poundaries of estates and villages, due to tho Pormanent Sottlo- sexx, 
mont having boon offeoted without any spocidoation of boundaries. 
‘ho romult of tho revenue survey was to raiso the revenue to 
Res, 12,84,888, Som yours after this, it was realized that 
froch survey of didra axous was nooosssary owing to xivors having 
changed their courses sinoo tho revenuo survey; and in, 1803 
Government gave orders for a minute survey of the omterminous 
villages on both banks of tho rivers Ganges, Grogrt and Grandak to 
show the changos which had taken plac. ‘Tho offoot of this 
survoy was to roduoo the rovenuo by Re, 4,255. In 1882-83, 
whon a oadastral survey was in progress in tho distrids of 
Ghivipar and Ballia in tho United Provinoss, tho oppostanity 
cwas taken to make a froth survey of the Gangos and Gogrt 
diaras, Which were gradually brought under settlement on the 
expiry of the terms of the adjoining temporarily-sottlod ostates, 
‘Theso sottlemonts only affected small arces, and, it was not till 
1893 that a survey of tho district was taken in hand. ‘This was 
followed by a sottlomont of tho entire district, an operation of 
groat magnitude, which was concluded in 1908. 








‘Ab tho time of the permanent sottlomont thore were 1,818 nsrans, 


estates'in the district, with a demand of Rs.10,27,110, According 
to the retums for 1906-07, the number has now rison to 5,655, 
paying .a lend revmue of Re, 12,07,056, of which 5,530 with 
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demand of Rs, 12,38,541 ato permanently settled, 77 paying 
Res, 14,954 oro temporarily settled, and 89 paying Re. 18,560 aro 
hold direct by Government. Partition hes not procooded to the 
samo lengths as in tho district of Muzaffarpur, and, as pointed out 
by the Sottloment Officer, it is signifownt that in tho 25 yours 
ending in 1000-01 only 845 ostates wore affeotod by paxtition 
proocedings and only 1,268 new ostutes orouted—a fact which 
g00s to show that the subdivision of ostates in Stiran is roaching 
its limit, 

Private partitions have, howevor, boon common outside tho axon 
held by a fow largo samindirs, and propristaxy rights havo boon 
subdivided to» most oxtraordinary oxtont, ven when only ono 
estato is borne on tho rovenuo roll, there are frequently « number 
of private, partitions, tho nnd comprisod in it boing divided into 
numerous pettis or shares, ‘Tho oxtent to whioh tho subdivision of 
propriotary rights has gono on in this way will bo roalizod from the 
faot that tho average aron belonging to onch propriotor is only 
‘about 14 aores, ‘There is, in fact, a vast army of landlords, rang- 
ing from tho Hathw® Raj in tho north, sole owner of ovr 1,000 

down to tho poasuat-proprictor of four noros. ‘There 
is a regular soalo, as shown in tho 
margin, to denominate tho minuto 
interests which aro often hold in this 
manner. ‘The smallest share, a 
Hann, is about @ 69-millionth part 
of the estate, and oven smaller 
fractions aro found. ‘Thus, in tho 
area for which preliminary records wore written in tho soason 
1806-96, it was found neoossary in many onses to employ minute 
fractions, reprovonting the valuo of a ti? or gates of 16 annas, 
in order to expross tho interests to be recorded ; in tho aroa dealt; 
with in the attotation sonson of 1896-07, still smallor fmotions, 
roprosonting tho value of a ken or gprastzres of 16 annas, had to 
‘bo omployed; while resort was had to even more minute fractions 
in dealing with the interests to be recorded in a few villages settled 
in later yours, 
Enquiries made in the course of the settlement in over 400 








eke" scocted villages showed that only 14 por cont, of the total arou had 


igh 





deen transferred by sale within 10 yoars, tho average area covered 
by each transaction being 43 acres and the avorage price Rs, 60 an 
oro, ‘Throo-quarters of the transferees in Siran belonged to tho 
Inndlord class, and one-tenth were xyots, while lawyers and 
money-lenders formed an insignificant proportion, ‘Tho reason 
thet proprictary rights. are. not more freoly transferred in’ Stan 
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4s, apparently, that tho investor who wishes fo aoquire « small 
Ianded interest oan got better value for his money by buying 
cooupanoy rights instond of proprictary rights. ‘The former are 
secure so long as ho pays his rent, whereas in the exercise of the 
Inttor he will probably be annoyed by the hindraness put in his 
‘way by numerous co-sharers, and may frequently havo to pay the 
Jand revenue and othor Government demands for shares other than 
his own, in ordor to prevent tho property from being put up to sale 
for default, ‘The inherent disdvantagos of the co-propristary 
system, coupled with the high value attached to ocoupanoy right, 
both by custom and by legislation, have, the Settlement Officer 
states, resulted in the latter booming twice as expensive to 
acquire as propiotary rights, 

‘From the statistios obtained nt the last sottlement it appears Taxuzzs, 
that 42 por cont. of the total area of the district is held by tenure- 
holders, 87 per cent, paying rent to, the proprietor and 5 per oent, Paying, 
being held rent-free, ‘Tho tonures, though numerous, aré simple, 
for only 8 per cont, of the aren held by tenure-holders is sublet by 
thom to under-tonurcholders. Largo propristors naturally create 
tenures most fresly, and consoquently tenures aro most numerous 
in tho Goptlganj subdivision, where they cover no loss than 67 per 
cont. of the total ares, ‘Tho othor extreme is in Sonpur, whoro 
they account for only 16 por cont. of the-total area, Under 
tenures, which aro of little importance, are most numorous in ~ 
Chaprt, Mashrak and Basantpur, where they are largely held by 
indigo factorios, The average sizo of a rent-paying tenure is 86 
ores, 

hee tenures may: be further vided ino temporary. and Perms 
permanent, of which tho former aro by far the most gonoral; aud 
no less tan ‘95 per cent. of the. area held under rent-peying (enee'™ 
tenures boing given out on tomporary leases. Nearly a quarter of 
this is held by indigo planters, who almost invariably refrain 
sorupulously from altering rents ; but in most other oases the 
temporary tenure-holder is m .speoulator, whose sole object itis 
to make as much as ho can out of the village during the term of 
his lease, ‘There are, however, some notable exceptions to this 
rrale, particularly in the Hathwa Raj, the terms of whose leases 
probibit their tonure-holders from tampering with rents during 
the continuance of the lease, 

Permanent tenures are most numerous in the Siwam sub- 
division, but oven there they form an insignificant proportion of 
the whole, ‘They aro mostly of ancient dats, es the practice of 
giving mukarari loas0s has died out in recent years with the xise 
in the value of Jand, Leases of temporary tenures are mainly of 
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two kinds; xarpesigt and ¢hikd. Tn the’ former, thelessee advances 
asum of money to the proprictor, and tho loaso runs for 
sepocified term of years, or until repayment of tho loam with 
intorest, whichover ooours latost. A. /lika is an ordinaxy farm- 
ing. lease, in which tho lesseo gross to pay a fixod mum for @ 
term of yours for tho priviloge of oollosting ront from tho xyots, 
ALL lonses in Mirganj thtina aro simplo farming oases, and those 
account for 75 per cent, of the total in tho Gopilganj subdivision, 
In tho rest of tho distriot sarpesigt lonsos axo tho most numorous, 
Doowuso the potty propriotor, aa a rule, roguiros an advance as a 

condition antooodent to granting a lenso, 
Reattreo ‘There aro altogether 23,276 rent-froo tenures as against 16,401 
tenure: ront-paying tenures, but their avorago sizo is loss than 4 acres, 
No less than 95 por cont.’ of the tonuros and 89 per cent, of 
tho land held rent-froo aro granted on soligious grounds; thoso 
tenures aro usually oalled birite, whon hold by Hindus, and 
© jak ands, whon hold by Muhammadens, Servioo tonuros 
‘woount for only ono per cont, of the total number; most of the 
grants of this kind consist of small patohos of land which tho 
grantoos cultivato themsclyes, ‘Tho so-called malikand tenures, 
which aro all vory old, consist of lands which tho former owners 
of tho village aro allowod by the prosent possossors to hold in 
é perpotnity smnt-fro0. ‘Their original object sooms to havo boon 
fm attompt on the part of a now purchaser to toouxe tho favour of 
tho original owners and to prevent any obstruction on thelr part, 
‘They have no conneotion with malikand payments made hy 
Governmont and donot affoct the Government rovonuo in any Way. 
nror, ‘Tho numbor of xyots holding at fixed xatos of xont is vory 
Ryolaat small and tho aren held by them inconsiderablo, thero being only 
Heed,” 9,744 holdings of this class, oovoring 0°34 por oont, of tho oooupied 
‘aren; tho avorage sizo of the holding (8° nores) is however 
comparatively large, being moro than double the size of other 
ryoti holdings. Many of thoso holdings in Minjhi, as also to a 
coftain oxtent in Siwin and other thinas, ero what sro known 
as blekAbirile, jy ront-freo londs resumed and assessed at a low 
rato of ront fixed in porpotuity. ‘Tho original grants were made 
to-fighting men, and as asule bhokhbwrite ave found along what 
syoro in old days tho frontiors of two hostile families, vis., Hathw® 
and Majhouli in the oaso of Siwin, and Obainpur end Minjhi in 

the onse of Manjhi, 

fied The grout majority of tho tenants axe settled or occupancy 
pe ryots. The number of holdings of this class is 690,386 or more 
fyolw” than 84 per oot. of the total number of occupied agricultural 
‘holdings, while 89-91 per cont. of the oooupied area of the district 
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“is held by ryots with oooupancy rights, ‘The average sizo‘of the 
holding is 1°67 acros; but it should bo explained that the holding 
comprises only each separate parvol of land held under ope land 
lord, and not tho entire aron on which the family depends for 
subsistence, ‘The family may, and very often doos, hold land 
undor two or threo landlords ; and whore propristery interests aro 
80 minute as in Sian, it frequently happens thats oultivator holds 
Iand both asa propristor and as a xyot in tho samo village, or may 
hhave soveral diftorent holdings under the samo status. 

Spocial enquiries wore mado during tho settlement proosed- trasster 
ings regarding tho transfor of oooupnnoy rights during a’ period of 
10 yours, It was found that in the decade 16°6 per cont, of tho righ? 
} holdings wore transtorred, but only.0'31 por cont, woro transforxed 
by tale, apparently boowuso the compotition for land is keon, hold 
inge are small, and if tho ryot noods monoy, ho dare not soll his 
holding, and thus deprive himeelf of the means of. livelihood. 
Another notiooablo fact elicited by those enquirios is thnt lend in 
Stran, whothor sold or mortgaged, commands moro than doublo 
tho prico obtainablo in Ohampfiran and Musaitarpur; tho high 
‘valuo of oooupancy rights in Stran, in spite of tho compartively 
high ront rate, shows that thos xights aro better understood. and 
moro appreciated than clsewhoro, usthor, while 41 per oont, 
of tho transfezoos in Champitxan wore professional money-londors, 
tho proportion in Sian was only 9 per oont., and no less. than 
84 por cont, of tho total number of transfers woro transactions 
Ddebween ryote, 

“'Phoro aro,” writes Mx. Korr, “certainly no indications 
in Sinan, such aa wo found in Obampiran, that the professional 
mondy-lending class is taking advantage ot the impoyerish- 
mont of tho cultivators to deprive them of their oocupanoy rights ; 
‘und despite the fact of the very largo numbor of transtors in 
Siren and that noarly 9 per oont. of the total xyoti area of 
he district in affected by them, I do not think. that .the situa 
tion nood givo tise to any serious uneasiness... Tho average 
area affected by’-its. transfor.‘is only a little over half. an acro 
as against au aore in Muzaffarpur and more than two sores in 
Champttan. There is every indication that the reoord-of-righta 
in Siran, by increasing the xyol’s knowledge of the valuo of 
his rights, will strengthen his tendenoy to withstand tho. tomptas - 
tion to part with thom outright, and will sill farther induop 
him to raise what money he requires by shortterm. mortgages ; 
‘und 80 long as this condition of things prevails, coupled with the 
fact thatthe vast majority: of the transiers tako place betweei — * 
zyots, no serious injury to tho agricultural class as a whole nood be 
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anticipated, Like all Bihétis," the Saran ryot is improvident and 
wasteful boyond his moans in roligious and social coremonies, and 
‘n good deal of his indobtodness is doubtless duo to this. But 
in tho south of tho district, at all ovonts, a large part of tho 
mortgages on land aro for short torms, and aro duo to causes to 
which the most rigid moralist or oconomist could take little 
cexoeption, ‘The Id an 0 longor support the population, and 
in most familios somo of tho young men must, and do go forth to 
sock thoir living elsowhoro, ‘In ordor to give thoso a start in lito, 
itis quito a common thing for the family to raiso Re, 60 by 
mortgaging half or s0, and in a fow yours' timo the morgage is 
rodeomed from tho romittanoos which the emigrant sends homo,” 
Rogarding tho transferability of cooupanoy rights, he 

romarks;—“ Though landlords will, as a rule, deny that 
holdings can bo sold without their consent, and though there aro 
‘a fow rulings of tho Civil Courts to tho same effect, thore oan bo 
no doubt that tho custom of transferability without, reforence to 
tho landlord is rapidly sproading, and that tho landlords are not 
strong enough, or at any xato make little attempt, to rosist it. 
‘Tho Hathwa Raj, it is truo, is still strong enough to oxorciso its 
prerogative of refusing to recognize transfers which axo objootion- 
ablo to it, and it affoots to treat the entry of transforees in its 
rent-roll as a now sottlement of tho holding. Most indigo 
factories too follow tho cxamplo of tho Raj in refusing power to 
recognize transfors to tho looal village agenoy, and requiring them 
to bo reported to tho Manager for sanction, Hlgowhere, how- 
ovér, there is very littlo protonoo that the landlord's sanction is 
roquired to validate transfor of ocoupanoy rights, and the 
transfereo can got his namo entered in tho ,jamadandi by tho 
‘potwari in tho village on payment of a nominal salami. Many 
‘of tho petty propriotors axo thomsclvos purchasers of oocupanoy 
rights, ond openly assort the dootrino that, these are transferable 
without reference to the landlord. Tt is truo thet the actual 
number of sales is smaller in Saran than elsewhere; but thero 
would not be such an enormotis number of mortgages, nor 
would such a.high rato per acre be realized, unless mortgages 
wero certain that they would have no praotioal difficulty in foree 
losing, in caso of their debtor's default.” 

Nonowne  Non-ooouipanoy ryots aro vory fow in number ; they account: 

Beer for only 1:48 por cont, of the holdings and for 113 por. cant, of 
the oooupied land. 

Ximttre Rent-freo ryots axe unusually numerous, the number of their 

wyots holdings being 64,722 or nearly 8 per cent. of the whole, and 
‘ocountinig for -more than 4 per cont. of the total otoupied area, 
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‘The average, sizo of the holding is, however, very small, being 
only 0°89 of an acre, which may*bo acoounted for by tho faot 
that most of tho xent-fre0 grants were made many years ago, 
and each grant hes now boon divided into nowrly as many 
portions as the original granteo has doscondants. Moreover, in tho 
lorgor holdings of this olass, the bulk of tho land is sublet, and 
‘® rent-froe holder who does not oultivate his holding himself, 
was invariably treated by tho Settlement Offioars as a tonure- 
holder, They aro especially numerous in the Miajhi thina owing 
to tho extent to which the powerful familios of that area, ie, 
tho Chainpur and Manjhi families, usod to make grants of ront. 
froo land by way of servioo tonures and charitable or religious 
endowments, Tho number of retainers employed by both families 
‘was oxooptionally largo, and their pay, acoording to the gonoral 
custom of tho country, consisted in tho produce of rent-freo lands, 

‘Undor-tonants aro a class of considerable importance in this yaa 
distriot, The number of holdings of this kind is 60,300, or 7°83 tenants. 
por cont. of the total number of holdings in the occupied aren, 
whilo tho area taken up by thom is 31,813 acres, oquivalont to 
2°68 por cont, of the oooupied aro, ‘Tho avenge sizo of tho 
sub-holding (half on acre) illustrates tho gonoral fact that undor- 
tenancies are, as a rule, duo in this district to the interchange of 
lands botwoon ryots for tho growing of sposial crops. One ryot 
wishes to grow a little opium nd has no land suitable : he 
promptly Ionsos, for a your, a fow kathds from his neighbour, who 
‘has more opium land than he oan conveniently cultivate himsolf. 
‘Tho under-tonant is coonsionally tho samo person as tho original 
(asal) ryot, holding his own land on a sub-leaso from the man 
to whom he has mortgaged it, ‘The fortunate few who hava 
succeeded to a largo holding handed down from thoir forefathors 
find it more profitable, as a rule, to sublet than to cultivate the 
whole aroa by hired labour, 

An account of the rents payable by the different classes of abwads, 
tonants has been given in Ohapter VI, and mention may be mado 
here of various dbwdbs or cesses which hove been found in Saran, 
Tahrir (literally a writing fee) is levied from ryots by the patiedré, 
at rates varying from one-quarter anna to ono anne for each 
mupes of rent, as a remuneration for writing receipts and keeping 
accounts ; hisalana, rasidana, pharkana and neg axe alternative 
names for this cess. Badarat consists of miscellaneous charges 
levied at half an anne to one anne in the rupeo for miscellancous 
favours of an indefinite kind shown or supposed to be shown by 
the patwari to the xyot. Beshi is excess payment which the 
ront-collector appropriates, Haarcha oy kharoha-dehi is 8 name for 
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collection charges realized by the landlord from the ryote at the 


rate of one to two annas per rupee for meeting the collection” 


‘expenses of the villages. Salmi is payment made to the landlord. 
or patedri, whon settlement is granted, for mutation of entrios 
effected in the jamabandi, Dak-behri isa dak oss leviod at the 
ratoof $ to } anna per rapeo of rent annually payable by the 
ryot, Bandh-bebri is an embankment oss levied at the rate of 
}nn anna to one anna per rupeo of rent, Pulbandhi is an Abwdb 
rarely met with, which is realized from the ryots for the ostensible 
object of repairing bridges. Kotwali is a small feo levied yourly 
from tho ryots for tho ostensible object of keeping up tho raral 
polico for tho protection of the xyots’ property from theft. 
Batta or Batta Company is a very common dbwab, generally levied 
at the rate of helf an anna to one anna per rupee of rnb; 
to compensate for short weight in rupees introduced by tho 
“East India Company or in any kind of rupees in ourrenoy. 


*- Tn some villages even darbattos, é., batlas upon battaf, aro 


lbvied on cultivators, at 12 annas to Ito. 1-4 per bigha, for oulti- 
vyiting’ tobacco. Khapta which is similer to tho above is a 
oe generally levied on Koiris for allowing thom to raiso special 
Déwwat-paja or tho worship of the ink-pot on tho 17th 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


For administrative purposes tho district is divided into threo amcnxee 
subdivisions, viz, Chapri, Goptlganj and Siwan, ‘The Ohapri "41¥s, 
or hoadquartors subdivision is under tho direct supervision of the ax» 
Collector, whilo each of tho other two subdivisions is in charge of #477 
8 Subdivisional Officer. At Ohapré tho Collootor is assistod by’ 
staft of Deputy Collectors, consisting genorally of five officors, one 
of whom is sometimes a Joint Magistrato ; in addition to this, 
rogular staff, thoro is a Deputy Collector in chargo of Excise and, 
Tnoome-tax, and also ooomsionally an Assistant Mogistrato and, 
ono or two Sub-Deputy Collectors. ‘The Subdivisional Offioora 
of Gopiilganj and Sivan aro usually assiatod by a Sub-Deputy, 
Collector. For tho administration of the Optum Department, 
tho district constitutes m division called Aljganj, with two sub- 
divisions, Chapri and Alfganj Sivan onch of which is undor 
tho supervision of a Sub-Deputy or Assistant Opium A gont, 
Under the provisions of Act XIII of 1867, tho Ocllootor is 
ex-officio Deputy Opium Agont, but in practice ho takes no part 
in the administration of tho Department, : 
‘Tho rovenuo of tho distriot under tho main heads roso from rare 
Rs, 20,22,000 in 1880-81 (whon tho incomo-tax had not beon 
imposed) to Rs, 22,21,000 in 1890-91, and to Rs, 26,17,000 in 
1900-01. In 1906-07 it amounted to Rs, 26,62,000, of which 
Res, 12,66,000 wore derived from land revenue, Re. 6,38,000 
from. exoiso, Rs, 4,16,000 from stamps, Rs, 8,71,000 from, oggeo8 
and Rs, 61,000 from inoomo-tax. f +9 
‘The collections of land revenue aggregated Rs, 12,55,000.im tana 
1880-81, Rs, 12,49,000 in 1890-91, and Ks, 12,70,000 in 1900.01, rene. 
but fell to Rs. 12,66,000 in 1906.07, In the year last named, 
the current demand was Rs. 12,67,000 payahlo by 5,655 estates ;, 
Bs, 12,883,000 being duo from 6,539 permanently-sottlod ostates,, 
Re. 15,000 from 77 tomporarily-sottled estates and Rs, 19,000 
From 89 estates held diroot by Government. ‘The collections of 
1gnd revenue aocount for nearly helf of the total revenue.of, the 





























Excite, 








128 ARAN. 


‘Pho oxciso revenue increased from Rs. 3,22,741 in 1802-08 
to Re, 8,64,814 in 1900-01, Sinco that yoar there has boon a 
steady growth in the receipts, and in 1904.05 they amounted to 
Bs, 4,72,514, tho inoroaso during the quinquennium boing 29°6 
per cent. The annual incidence of excise revenue during this 

od was, however, leas than in any of tho North Gangetio 
distriota of the Patna Division, In 1900-07 the reoaipts incroused 
s. 6,88,073—n total excoeded in only two districts in tho 
Division, viz., Patna and Gays. ‘The net exciso revenue was 
Rs, 2,159 per 10,000 of the population or little over 3 annas 
8 head, os compared with the Provincial average of Rs, 2,628 
per 10,000. 

‘The greater portion of the excise revenue is derived from tho 
sale of country spirit prepared by distillation from molasses and 
the flower of the maid treo (Bassia Zotifolia), ‘Pho xeceipts from 
this source amounted in 1900-07 to Re. 8,85,000 or more than 
three-fifths of the total excise revenue. The manufacture and 
sale of country spirit are carried on under what is known as tho 
dual system, i., thore is a contral distillery which serves Chaprd 
and a small area round it, and there axo outstills for the supply 
of the rest of the district. ‘There are 26 shops for the sale of 
Gistillery liquor snd 85 shops selling outatill liquor, éc., one retail 
shop for the sale of country spirit to every 21,707 persons; tho 
average consumption of the former liquor is 188 proof gallons 
‘and of the Intter 74 proof gallons per 1,000 of the population, 
‘The consumption of the fermented liquor known as tari is not 
80 great, but in 1908-07 its sale brought in Re, 68,537, "Imported 
Tiquors have found. no Zavour with the bulk of the people, both 
eceuse they aro unable to afford them, and also because they 
prefer the country spirit and éari they have drank for gonerations 
past, ‘The receipts from both the latter represent an expenditare 
‘of Rs. 1,885 per 10,000 of the population, a figure higher than 
that retumed by any’ district in the Division exoopt Patna and 
Gaya, 
‘The receipts from hemp drugs and opium acoount for prasti- 
cally all the remainder of the excise revenue, Tho greater part 
(Rs. 80,858) is derived from the ditty and License foes on ganjn, 
fe, the dried flowering tops of the cultivated female hemp plant 
(Cannabis. satiea) and tho resinous exudation on them. The 
consumption of hemp drags is, however, leas theti“in ‘ny other 
distriob’in- the Division -exoopt- Muzaffarpur, the expenditure 
being Rs: $35 per 10,000 of the population, as compared with the . 
Divisional average of- Re, 476..- On: the other hand, opium is not 
much-used ; ny 1906-07. the- duty-and-livense’ fees on this drug 
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brought fi obly Bs, 2,482, roprosonting ‘an’ expenditure of Re. 10 
por 10,000 of the population, as compared with the Divisional 
average of Rs, 45 por 10,000, 

+ “For prevontive purposes, tho district is divided into several 
ciroles, ‘ouch ii change of a Sub-Inspoctor of Excise, with a 
Deputy Inspector, whoso duty it is to supervise the work of these 
sabordinato officer, tho whole being under tho oontrol of a Special 
Deputy Colicotor of Exciso, a 

‘Tho revenue ftom stamps xenks next in importanoo fs a sour00 Stays 
of inoome to thet dlxived from excise, ‘Tho roooipts from this 
‘source increased from Rs, 3,52,780 in 1896-97 to Rs, 4,16,658 
in 1906-07 or by 20° per oont., the inorenso being duo to the 
rotranafor of tho Subordinato Tudge’s Court of Champtran to 
Chuprt, whoro all tho important original and eppellato civil work 
of Champiran is carsiod on, ‘Tho sale of oourt-foo stamps, which 
in 1906-07 ronlizod Rs, 8,02,986, is by far tho most important 
itom in tho reooipts from judioial stamps, Among non-udicial 
stamps, improssed stamps nooount for Re. 82/587 or nourly the 
whole of the rooaipte under this head, 

Road nd publio works oases aro, as usunl, loviod at Coma, 
the maximum rato of one anna in tho rupoo, ‘Tho curront 
demand in 1906-07 was Rs. 8,69,088, the gronter part of which 
(Rs. 807,052): was payablo by 18489 rovonue-paying estatos, 
while Rs. 2,036 wero due from 70 rovenue-froo estates, The 
number of fonures assessed to conten was 17,825 or nomly the 
samo as the number of estates, while tho number of recorded 
sharcholdors of catates and tomures was 47,318 and 16,219 


reappotively. 
; In 1901-02 the inoomo-tax yielded altogethor Re, 82,168 Tncome- 
paid by 2,941 assossoes, of whom 1,724, paying Rs, 19,642, had 
inoomos of Rs. 600 to Rs. 1,000, At that time tho minimum 
income assossablo was Ls. 500, but this was raised in 1908, by 
tho Income-Tax Amendment Act of that your, to Rs, 1,000 por 
annum, thereby affording reliof to a number of potty traders, 
money-londers and clorks; and the number of assessoes conse. 
quently fell in 1903-04 to 1,193, tho not collections being 
Re, 67,063. In 1906-07 tho amount collected was Re, 60,872 
paid by 1,248 assossoes. ‘The realizations are chiefly on acoount 
of grain and money-londing, the'ronting of houses, and trade, 
“g. Mere azo @ ofces for the registration of assurances under Rog 
‘Act TIE of 1877. At tho headquarters station (Ohapri) tho ston 
District Sub-Registrar deals, as, usual, with the dooumonts 
presented there, and assists tho” District Magistrate, who is 
ge-offcio District Registrar, in supervising the procoodings of the 
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Sub-Registrars who are in chargo of the other rogistration offices. 
The sverage number 


ing in 1904 was 30,448 
as against 20,847 in 
the prooeding 6 yours, 
the inoroaso amounting 
to 2 por oot, Tho 
marginal — statoment, 
. shows the number of 
documents rogistarod 
‘and the receipts and expenditure at each office in 1906, 
Anum.“ ‘Tho Civil Courts aro thoso of tho District Judge, of two 
TMNOK Subordinate Judges, and of five Munsifs, viz, throo Munsifs 
qverter. stationed at Chapri and ono Munsif at each of tho subdivisional 
Giril stations of Gopilganj and Siwin. Of lato yours thoro has boon 
Salew. g considerable inorease in the numbor of suits under tho rent 
avn ‘Tho reasons for tho inoreasod litigation about tito aro that 
the settlement oporations brought disputes to head, and made 
it’ nooossary for tho person who lost his ouse before tho Revonuo 
Officer to apply to the Civil Court or forfeit his claim parma- 
nontly. ‘The roasons for tho-inorens in ront suits aro that the 
record of rights, which has now been proparod, affords facilities to 
Inndlords for tho rooovory of their routs throagh the Courts, and 
that thelr possession of a titlo-deod in the rooond of rights has 
strengthened the position of the tenants and onabled them to 
‘withstand any illegal coeroion which may bo practisod by tho 
landlords. Thus, the zamindars now have a record of rights: on 
which baer can a mek in order to prove the relationship of 
Iondlords and tensnts, whereas previously they wore doterrod 
from litigation by the foar that the papers fled by them would 
not be accepted by the Oourts: and on the other hand, tho tonénta, 
relying on the same record, will not pay rents for whioh thoro i 
no legal liability, and therefore compel the landlords to resort 
* to the Courts to prove thoir claims. 
Criminal Criminal justioo is administered by the District and Sessions 
Tutlee. Judge, the District Magistrate and tho Magistrates subordinate to 
~~ hhim. ‘Tho sanctioned stad? at Chapri consists, in addition to the 
District Magistrate, of four Deputy vagistrates of the first class 
‘and one Deputy Magistrate of the second or third olass, Bosi 
these officers, an Assistant Magistrate and one or two Sub- 


Deputy Magisziss exrising enoond or third css powers ara 
eae 
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sometimes posted there, Tho Subdivisional Officers at Goptl- 
eal a Siete ere alaonk invariably officers vested with first 

powers, and are usually assisted by a Sub-Deputy Magistrate 
of the socond class, ‘There are also Dences *Y Blas Atop 
(coles sb Chapes, Goptiganj mud Elven, 

‘The commonest crimes are burglary, theft, oattlo lifting and Crime. - 
rioting. Tn the quinguennium ending in 1904 thero wore moro 
casos of riot fe 

+ of the Patna Division except Champiran, the average being 46 
per annum, ‘The majority of theso cases, however, are of s potty 
naturo; they are generally connected with land disputes or with 
disputes avising out of cattle trespass or quections of irrigation, 
Burglarios are very frequent, 6,773 oases, or 1,355 per annum, 
ocourring in the samo quinquennium, Dscoities and robberios are 
comparatively rare, for though the district omtains gangs of. 
professional criminals, they make it their practice to commit their 

ns in other districts as far away from their homes 
as possible, Infanticide is unusually common, no loss thin 52 
cases oocurring in the 10 years ending in 1905, No other district 
hhas such a record, but Shahxbsd with 50 oases was noarly 
as bod; these two districts accounted for over half the total 
mane of ce of infanticide in the whole Province during the 
eoade, 

‘Saran is the homo of a criminal tribe known as MagahiyS Crimiaa 
Doms. The mon are inveterate thieves and burglars, carrying on °t 
their nefnirous practices with qqual boldness and secreey. They 
fare sometimes armed with knives strapped to the forearm, s0 
that the blade projects from the elbow, Their women are. 
equally criminal, but their part is that of the spy and informer; 
they go out on begging expeditions, in the course of which they 
obtain information as to the plaoes where money and valuables 
are kept, When a successful raid has been made, they secrete 
and dispose of the stolen property. To this end they prostitute 
their girls and oorrupt any one who can be of uss to them; 
and it is « common thing for outsiders to be gained over by 
their attractions and at ts 

‘he proper surveillance of these people presents - 
cults. In Ohampiren, who the Magehiyt Dons are practically 
mentess of » wandsing tbo, the mathe was taken 
in 1882 by the then Magistrate, Mr. Henry, and the Dome 
‘were brought together into three or four lage selilements. Land 
was given them and a small special police force sanctioned to keep 
watch over them. In 1883 the reclamation of the Magahiya 
Doms of Saran was undertaken by. Major Skinner, the then 
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Distt Superintondont ‘of Poli, Tt was found that in Sirany 
‘Swing, mo doubt, to tho méro soltlod ‘and thickly populated 
Gharetor of tho district, theso Doris wore not tho gipsy wanderers 
thoy woro in Champtixwn, Dut hat: in most onges they had 
fettlod down in small family groups, oéch of which had attached 
Heaol? to somo pertioular villago. It was doomed impenctionblo, 
or at lonst highly wndosirablo, to nttompt to break up thoso 
poattored groups ana to bring thom togothor into laxgo ooutal 
Hottlomionts as had boon dono in Ohampixan, In tho first pleco, 
fhoro woro no sitos available, as thoro woro in Champfran, and 
these would havo had to bo noquirod nt a vory heavy cost to 
Govomment; in tho next place, the objoct in. view was fo induoo 
the Dom to tako a settled. lito, and this he had already half done 
by squatting down with his family, sometimes for several gonsrte 
Hons in somo village which he had come to regard as his homo. 

Té-was, thoroforo, oonsidorod best to recognize and pexpotuato 
theso amell geattorod soltlomonts ; to obtain emall grants of land 
ft onch placo from tho looal xamindixs, for cultivation by, tho 
Dems, on paymont of ront in kind; to appoint a special foree 
Gf potion to Koop watch over tho sttloments ; and to foe that the 
Sons paid proper abtontion to the cultivation of their Tends 
Government approved tho sthome proposed, of which the saliont 
points, ‘wero:—to give tho adult, Doms small quantities of land 
Pe thoir own villages with tho viow of inducing them to take 
fo agoloatural pursuits ond to abendon their predatory habits: 
to give thom protonta of poullxy, pigs, eto, ao as to give them 
‘ start in Life, and to try and induce them to increase their 
ak to an, oxtont which would materially assist them in onning 
too qnost Livelihood : and to find. employment for them in the 
oighbourhood of their villages. ‘Thanks to the ensrgy of Major 
Beer, Eis programme was carried out, and it is sill the eystom 
in foroo in Sixan. 

Tike endeavours thus mado to win the Doms from theix predatory 
abite and to induoo thom to take to cultivation have not 
pehorto met with much suooes, but all that has boon done is, of 
any rate, 60 much to the good, and there can ‘pono doubt but that 


p great improvement on, the state of things thut formerly pro 
‘yailed. ‘Though the settlements have not succeded in turning the 
Maguhiys Doms into honoat oultivatos, they ro, 08 Toast 
Zompellod to do a certain amount of work and now that they 





Pompe Axed (place of abode where they oan live, it is eases 
baw Sth those who sbyoond for dishonest purposes undor the 


poisons of the Oriminal Proodase Code, 
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+. At prosont, the Magahiya Doinis in Stran“number @ little over 
1,000 and livo in 67 settlements, where thoy cultivate 533 bighas ; 
‘small portion of land held by sbsoonders and imprisoned Doms, 
-which would otherwiso remain waste, is cultivated on tho bata 
systom. Renta aro usually paid to the zamindars in kind in, the 
proportion of six-sixtoonths of tho total produce, though somo 
allow tho land to bo hold rent-froo, A mall body ‘of police, 
consisting of an Inspector, 2 Hond-oonstables and 22 constables, 
is maintained for tho survoillanoe of tho sottloments; and thoro 
‘aro 26 beat houses whore the Doms sloop at night under polioo 
supervision, this being known as the pardosystem. ‘Throoschools, 
in which Dom children are tought roading, writing, cano and 
basket work, have boon started by tho District Board at Manjhi, 
‘Mashrak and Mirztpur, but, as might be expocted with hereditary 
thioves, education is not popular. 
‘Tho marginal table shows the various thinas and police out- Poxios. 
posts in the district; Mirsipnr, it may bo added, is treated as a 
thina for polie purposes, but not for other administrative 
purposes, such as the census, 
‘Tho police of the Siwan and 
Gopilganj subdivisions are 
each in charge of an Ins- 
poctor, and there are two 
Inspectors for tho Chapre = * 
subdivision, the general 0 
trol resting with the Suporin. 
tondent of Police, The police 
.| foroe in 1906 consisted of a 
District Superintendent’ of 
Police, 7 Inspootors, 45 Sub- 
Inspectors, 65 Hoad-oons- 
tablos and 523 oonstables. ‘Tho total strength of tho regular 
police was therefore 631 mon, representing ono policeman to 
overy 4°2 squaro miles and to every 3,818 penons. ‘Tho rural 
foroo for tho watch and ward of villages in the interior, which is 
maintainod from the Ohaukidani tax, consists of 340 dafuddre and. 
4,682 chaukidars, soadhce, 
‘Thoro is a district jail at Chaprit, besides subsidiary jails af y,,44, 
Gopilganj and Siwin, ‘Tho sub-jail at Gopilganj has xccommo- 
| dation for 15 malo and 2 femalo prisoners, and that at Siwin for 26 
i males and 6 females, ‘Tho jail at Ohaprit has acoommodation for 
\ 885 (818 male and 17 fomale) prisoners distributed as follow 
barracks without separato slooping eocommodation axe provided for 
288 malo convicts, 15 fomale convicts, 47 under-tril. prisoners, and 
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District Suporintondont ‘of Polioo. Tt was found that in Saran, 
owing, no‘ doubt, to tho méro settled ‘and. thickly populated 
charnotor of the district, these Doras wore not tho gipay wanderers 
they wore in Ohamptiran, but that in most onsos thoy had 
settled down in amall family groups, och of which had ellachod 
itsolf to somo portioular villago. Tt was deomod impracticablo, 
or at lonst highly undosizable, to attompt to broak up thos 
fenitered groups and to bring them togothior into lango oontral 
soltlonients a had bean done in Champaran, In tho first pleco, 
thero woro mo sites available, as thoro word in Champiiran, and 
these would have had to bo roquired at a vory heavy cost to 
Government ; in the next place, the object in view was to induoo 
tho Dom to tako w sottled lifo, and this he had alrndy half dono 
by squatting down with his family, somotimes for sovoral gonorae 
tions, in somo villago which ho had oome to rogard as his homo, 

Tt was, therofore, considered best to recognize and perpotuato 
thoso small sonttorod sottlemonts ; to obtain small grants of land. 
at oach placo trom tho looal zamindizs, for cultivation by tho 
Doms, on paymont of rent in kind; to appoint a spooial foroo 
‘ot polioo to keop watch over the sottlements; and to soo that the 
Doms paid proper attention to the cultivation of their Iands, 
Governmont approved tho schemo proposed, of which the salient 
points woro:—to givo tho adult Doms small quentitios of land 
in their own villages with the view of inducing thom to take 
to ogriouliural pursuits and to wbendon. their predatory habits: 
to giv them pronts of posly ign, ea, wo as to give thom 
‘a start in life, and to try and induoo thom to inoroase their 
stook to an oxtont which would matorially assist thom in oaming 
‘an honest livelihood : and to find employment for them in the 
neighbourhood of their villages. ‘Thanks to tho onaxgy of Major 
Skinner, this programm was oarvied out, and it is till the systom 
in foroo in Siran. 

‘The endeavours thus made to win the Doms from their predatory 
hubits and to induoo them to tako to cultivation have not 
Lhithorto mot with much suocess, but all that has boon dono is, at 
‘any rato, 0 much to the good, and there can bono doubt but that 
the condition of the poople and the control exercised over them are 
a gront improvomont on the stato of things that formerly pro. 
yailed. ‘Though tho settlements have not succeeded in turning the 
Magehiyt Doma into honest cultivators, they are ot least 
compelled to do a certain amount of work; and now that thoy 
havo a fixed {place of abodo whore thoy oan live, it is easior to 
onl with those who abscond for dishonest purposes under the 

Oode,. 


provisions of the Criminal Procedure 
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At présont, tho Magshiya Domi in Saran“ number & little‘ over 

1,000 and Livo in 57 settlements, where thoy cultivate 583 bighas; 
a small portion of Iand held by absconders and imprisoned Doms, 
-which would otherwise romain wasto, is oultivated on the batai 
systom, Rents aro usually paid to the zamindirs in kind in the 
proportion of sixsixtoonths of the total produos, though some 
allow tho land to bo hold ront-froo, A small body of police, 
consisting of an Inspector, 2 Hend-constables and 22 constables, 
is maintained for tho surveillance of the sottlements; and there 
aro 26 boat houses whore the Doms sleep at night under polioo 
supervision, this being known as the pardosystom. 'Throo schools, 
in which Dom children aro taught reading, writing, cane and 
Dasket work, have boon started by the District Board at Minjhi, 
Mashrak ond Mirztpar, but, as might bo expected with horeditary 
thioves, education is not popular. 

‘Tho marginal table shows the various thiinas and police out~ Foxton 
posts in tho district; Mirzipur, it may bo added,.is treated as a 
thina for police purposes, but nob for other administrative 

‘purposes, such as the census, 
Sumivaron.] ‘tuxa, | Ocmroez, | The potico of the Siwan and 
-——} |———_| Gopalgenj subdivisions are 
each in charge of an Ing- 
pector, and there are two 
Tnepectors for tho Ohapra  * 
subdivision, the general oon- 
trol resting with the Superin- 
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rast i : 
rh oe *, | tondent of Police. The police 
meats | Gatstn",| foreo in 1906 consisted of a 


° Siowin.’ "| District Superintendent of 

sivin | {Miiewe” | Police, 7 Inspoctors, 45 Sub- 
ectors, 55 Head-oons- 
tables and 523 constables. The total strngth of tho regular 
polio was therefore 631 mon, representing one policeman to 
overy 4°2 square miles and to every 8,818 partons. Tho rural 
foroo for tho watch and ward of villages in the interior, which is 
maintained from the Ohaukidari tax, consists of 340 dafadars and 
4,082 chaukidars, ee, 

‘Thero is a distrit jail at Chapra, besides subsidiary jails af yy125, 
Gopalganj and Siwan, ‘The eub-jail at Gopilganj has scoommo- 
dation for 15 malo and 2 female prisoners, and that at Siwin for 26 
males and 6 females. ‘The jail at Chopra has accommodation for 
886 (818 male and 17 female) prisoners distributed as follows i— 
barracks without separate sleeping aocommodation are provided for 
288 male convicts, 16 female convicts, 47 under-trial prisonors, and 


Le 
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<6 civil prisoners; the hospital holds 20 prisoners; and thats are 
Sgoparato odls for 8 male and 2 female oonviots. ‘Tho principal 
industries are wooving newir, darts and carpets, oil-prosing, the 
manufacture of munj string and munj mats, and aloe pounding, 
‘he now Sa mppliod to tho Bazar Oia Tolland wae thao Sn 

making; tho mustard oil ie used in the jail and alco eold to 
pug and the darts and oarpots aro sola locally. 2unj 
“string is chiefly sold locally, and the matting both locally and 
also at tho depét in Caloutta, ‘The aloo fibre is used in tho jail 
or sold to the publio. 
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OHAPTER XIII. 


LOOAL SBLP.GUY ERNMENT. 
Ovrswwe tho municipalities of Ohaprt, Revelganj.and Sivin, prerater 
the administration of looal affairs, such as the maintenanes of roeds BounD. 
and bridges, tho control of ferriss and pounds, the provision of 
amodioal relief, eto, rests with tho District Board and with tho 
Looal Boards of Goptlganj ond Siwin. Tho District Board, 
which was established in 1886, consists of 26 member, Tho 
District Magistrato is ee-oficio momber of the Board, and is 
invariably its Chairman; there are five other ¢2-oficio members 
and ten are elected and ten nominated by Governmant. Gover. 
ment servants and planters predominato among the members, the 
former representing 26'9 per cent, and the latter 23°] per cont, 
of tho total number in 1905-06, while tho landholding class ‘ 
accounted for 19:2 por cont. and ploaders and snukhtirs for 154 
per oent, 

‘Tho averago annuel income of the District Board during the tremé 

10 years ending 1901-02 was Rs. 260,000, of which Rs, 1,60,000 
wore doxived from rates; and during the quinquennium ending 
in 1904-00 it amounted to Re. 2,56,000. In 1908-07 the open 
ing belance was Re. 200,000, and the reosipts of the year 
aggregated Rs. 3,28,000, including Rs. 1,75,000 obtained from 
Provincial ratos, Re. 18,000 contributed from Provincial 
revenues, Rs. 12,000 realized from tolls on ferries, Rs, 6,000 
from pounds, and Rs. 86,000 from the payment of deposits and =. 
advances. In Siran, as in othor districts, the rond ocss is tho 
principal source of inoomo; the incidence of taxation is light, 
deing only 1 anna 2 pies per head of the population—a propor: 
tion lower than in any other district of the Division exoopt 
Champaran and Darbhanga. The income both from pounds and 
forrice is a fluctuating one. In the quinquennium ending in 1899- 
1900 tho average annual receipts from pounds were Rs, 6,400; in 
the next quinquennium they were Rs, 6,100, and in 1906-07 
altogether Rs, 6,000 wore obiained from 60 pounds leased out by 
tho Boord, Similarly, as regards ferries, the receipts averaged 
Res, 18,900 per annum in the first quinquenninm, and Re, 14,000 
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* “in the five years ending in 1904-05, but fell to Rs, 12,000 in 
1906-07. 
Bxpwoat- ‘Tho average annual expenditure during the decade ending 
fore. in 1901-02 was Hs. 2,60,000, of which Rs. 1,35,000 wore 
expended on civil works, Rs. 18,000 on medioal reliof and 
Rs. 26,000 on education, During tho quinquennium ending in 
1904-05 the expenditare averaged Is, 2,52,000 per annum, and in 
1906.07 it amounted to Rs. 2,97,000, . By far the largest portion 
of tho inoome of tho Distziot Bonrd is spont on civil works, i, 
tho extension and maintenanco of communications, the up-keep of 
staging bungalows, tho ooustruction of buildings, the provision of 
‘a proper water-supply, eto, Over Rs, 1,99,000 wero spent on those 
‘objects in 1906-07, and of this sum Re. 1,51,000 wero allotted to 
‘the extension and’ maintenance of communications. ‘Lhe Distriot 
Board now maintains 140 miles of motalled ronds and 1,065 
miles of unmetalled roads, besidgs a number of villago tracks 
with an aggregate Iongth of 1,419 milos; the cost of maintain 
ing these roads in 1906-07 was Rs. 386, Rs. 33 and Rs, 9 per 
‘mile xespootively. After civil works, eduontion constitutes the 
heaviest charge on the resources of the Bourd, entailing in 
1906-07 an expenditure of Rs. 41,000 or nearly one-seventh of 
the total expenditure. It maintains 9 Middle schools and 3 
industrial schools and gives grants-in-aid to 2 Middle schools, 
47 Uppor Primary schools, 565 Lower Primary schools, and two 
other schools, 
For tho reliof of sicknoss the Board maintains 6 dispensaries, 
and aids threo others; and when cholera broaks out in the interior, 
it despatches nativo doctors with’ modioines to. tho affected 
villagos. During 1906-07 tho Board spent 8-4 per oont, of its 
ordinary income on modical roliof and sanitation—e percentage 
higher than in any other district of tho Division except Patna 
and Goya = 
Loon There aro two Local Boards odnstituted for the ‘subdivisions 
Boups, of. Siwiin and Gopilganj. Formerly there was also.a Tooal 
Board for the headquarters or Chapri subdivision, but this was 
abolished some years ago, the somewhat unimportant, functions 
performed by it being assumed by the Distxict Board, ‘The Siwan 
‘Local Board consists of 9 members, of whom two are oz-offoio 
members and seven are nominated. ‘The Gopilganj Looal Board 
has also 9 members, of whom ono is an ca-offcio member and 
eight aro nominated. 

atom. ‘There are 8 municipalities in tho district, viz., Ohapr’, Revel: 

gmat ganj and Siwin: The number of rate-payers in 1006-07 -was 


‘em 
“16,796, reprosenting 22-1. pen cent; of the total number (71,422) 
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‘of 'persons residing within municipal limits, ‘as oompated- with 
the average of 18 per cont. for the whale Division. 
incidence Gf taxation in that yéar wis annas 12-10 per heed of 
tho population, as against the Divisions! average ‘of annas 


18-10, and. varied from Re, 1-0-1 in Revelganj to ‘annas 11-2 
in Sivan, : 











¢z-offclo member. ‘Tho area within municipal limits is 7} square 
miles, devided into 4 wards, and the number of zato-payers is 
11,887, represonting 24°8 per cont. of the population. ‘Tho 
average income of the municipality during the 8'years 1805- 96 to, 
1899-1900 was Rs, 41,100 and the expenditure was Rs. 38,700; 
jn tho quinguennium ending in 1904-05 they wore Re. 57,200 
and Rs. 60,000 respectively. In 1906-07 the inoomo aggrogated 
Rs, 68,000, besides an opening balance of Rs. 15,000. Tho 
chiet source of income is u rate on holdings easeesod at 7} per 
cont, on their ‘annual yaluo, which in thet year brought in 
Re. 29,000. ‘Tho total Saaaoe of tation is enna 19-0 por 
head of tho population, ‘Tho expenditure in tho samo your 
was Rs, 71,000, the principal items of expenditure being conser- 
vaney and medical relief, which accounted for 26-2 and 21-2 
por cont, respoctively of the disbursements, 

Revelgunj was constituted municipality in 1876 and has Revgans. 
Municipal Board consisting of 12 Commissioners, of whom 8 aro 
elected, 2 are nominated, and 2 are ez-ficio members. The area 
within munioipal limits is 4 squaro miles, induding 16 mahal, 
and the number of rate-payers is 1,813 or 18:5 per cent. of the 
population, ‘Tho average sunual income during the 5 yours 
‘ending in 1899-1900 was Rs. 19,500 ‘and the expenditure was 
Re, 9,500; and in the quinquennium endirig in 1904.05 they 
were ‘Re. 9,520 and Rs, 9,540 respectively, In 1906-07 the 
income of the municipality was Rs. 11,000, of which Rs. 6,000 
‘wore obtained from tolls on roeds and ferries. Other taxes are a 
rato on holdings, assessed at 7} por cont, on their annual valuo, 
which brought in Re. 3,000. ‘The incidence of taxation was 
Re 10-1 per head of the population. ‘The expenditure in the 
same yoar was Rs. 12,000, the principal items being conservancy, 
which’ acoounted for 20 per cent. af the disbursements, publio 
works (16'2 per cent.) snd medical relief (17° percent.). 

Siwin was constituted » municipality in 1869, and has a Sivia. 

Municipal Bout ening of 10 Oommiionny of whom 6 = 
elected, 8 are nominated, and one is en ez-offcio member, ‘The 
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‘iroa within municipal limits is 264 squaro miles, and the number 
cof ratepayers is 2,596 or 16-4 per ont, of th population. Tho 
average annual inoomo during the 5 yours ending in 1800-00 
was Rs. 10,800, and tho expenditure was Rs, 8,300; and in tho 
quinguonnium onding in 1904-05 they wore Rs. 11,200 and 
Res. 10,200 rospootively. In 1900-07 the incomo of tho muni- 
* cipality was Rs, 16,600, of which Rs. 7,000 woro dorivod from a 
tax on portons, assotsod nt ono por cont, ;por annum according to 
the ciroumstances and proporty of tho xato-payors, and Ite. 2,600 
from  consarvancy xato or latrine foo lovied nt 4 por cont, on 
tho annual valuo of the holdings. ‘Tho incidence of taxntion was 
annes 11-2 per head of the population. ‘The exponditnro in 
the samo your was Rs. 10,000, tho principal itoms boing oonsor- 
vanoy, modioal relief and publio works, which aooounted for 
826, 18:8 and 9'8 por oont, xospootively of tho dishnrsoments. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


EDUCATION. 


In 1870-71 there were only 9 schools meinteined or aided by Puoonms 
Government in the district, at which 585 boys received instruction, Sry.” 
‘Within the noxt two years thore was a great development owing 
to tho introduction of Sir George Compbell’s schemo for the 
advancement of voracalar edueation, by which the grant-it-aid 
rules were extended to village patheatas. ‘Tho result vas that in 
1872-73 there were altogothier 228 schools attended hy 5,421 
‘pupils, besides 40 unsided Primary schools, During the noxt 20 
‘Years progress was xepid and sustained, and the number of schools 
‘and scholars stoadily increased until tho famine of 1897, the 
number of educational institutions in 1895-96 being 1,204 attended 
by 29,487 pupils, ‘Tho effect of the famine will be sufficiontly 
realized from tho fact that the number of schools decreased to 847 
in 1896-97 and to 779 in 1807-98, ond tho attendance in theso 
two yours to 22,847 and 20,818, respectively; the peromtago 
of boys under instruction to the boys of school-going age dedining 
from 21'1 per oot, in 1895.06 to 11:7 par cent, in 1807-98. 
Daring the last 10 years this loss has been slowly made up. In. 
1901-02 there were 951 schools with 26,705 pupils, and in 1906-07 =. 
the number of educational institutions of all classes was'1,024 and 
tho number of pupils, was 24,620. ‘The falling off in the total 
number of pupils in the last quinquennium ia attributed to a series 
‘of bad yours in which disease bas heen prevalent, crops have been 
short, and great mortality has been caused by constant epidemica 
of 

POF ti tlal numberof schodls now in exstnoo, 828 vith on geuns 
“attendance of 22,492 are publio institutions, including 20 eecondary 1°47 
“whools, 788 Primary schools, 3 ‘Training schools and 12 other 2c 
‘special schools; while 201 schools attended by 2,198 pupils are 
private institutions, Of the total number reosiving instruction 
21,028 exo Hindus (including $605 Brahmans), 8,575 are 
Muhammadans, and 17 are native Obristians. There is, on the 
‘average, one public school for every 7°12 villages and one private 
‘gaidol ‘for 20'1 villages; and there is one school, whether public 
orprivate, for every 5°7 villages, ‘Tho number of girls at echool is 
‘1,208 and of boys 28,327, representing only 14°2.per cont, of 
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number of boys of school-going age. ‘Those figures arf dismal 
enough, but they aro confirmed by the statistios obtained at the 


-oonsus of 1901, according to which only 75 por cout. of the 


population (7'3 males and 0-2 females) aro literate, ic., are ablo to 

read and write any language. Tho number of literatos has 

imoreagod but slightly sinco 1891, but persons ablo to read and write 
ish have more than doubled during tho deoade, rising from 

1,813 in 1891 to 9,969 in 1901, ‘This inoroaso is oloquont of tho 

demand for English education, ‘Tho inspecting staff consists of 

one Deputy Inspector of Schools, five Sub-Inspectors, ono Assistant 
‘Sub-Inspector and 14 Inspecting Pandits. 

‘Thero is no college in the district. ‘There aro altogethor 20 
secdndary schools attended by 2,366 pupils, including six High 
schools, 8 Middle English schools and 11 Middle Vernacular 
schools, The High schools are attended by 1,507 pupils; dno, 
the Zils school at Ohaprs, is maintained by Government ; two 
are aided by it, viz, the Victoria Memorial High school at Siwin 
and the High school at Gopalganj ; and throo aro unaided, viz., the 
Stran Academy at Chapri the Collegiate School at the same place, 
‘and the Eden High school at Hathwa. All tho Middlo English 
‘schools receive grants-in-aid by Government. They are situated 
atAmneur, Aphar, and Revelganj and have 146 pupils on tho 
yolls. Of the Middle Vernacular schools, ten ere maintained by 
the District Board, and ono is under private management, ‘These 
schools have an aggregate attendance of 713 boys, 

Ta 1906-07 there were 726 Primary schoole for boys, induding 
55 Upper Primary schools, attended by 2,505 pupils, and 671 
Lower Primary schools, attended by 15,879 boys and 214 girls. 
Of the Upper Primary schools; three aro maintained by Govern 
ment, 51 reocive grants-in-aid, and one isunaided. Of tho Lower 
‘Primary schools, 549 receive grants-in-aid, end 122 sre unaided. 
Comparing these figures with those for 1896-97, wo find that the 
number of Primary schools and of the boys studying in ‘thom, has 
‘more than doubled, end thet tho number of Lower Primary 
‘schools has increased by 68, but the attendanos has decreased by 
nearly 1,000, ‘There aro 87 night schools with a total attendanoo 
of 818; those in the towns and larger villages aro reported to be 
used by shopkeopers and their assistants, wid those in the ‘illages 
Iy tho labouring classes. The instruction given is of ‘the most 
elementary kind, and it is said that any attempt to teach the 
students how to wrto letters, make up simplo accounts, oto, drives 
thom away from the schools. 

‘There ere three Gura Training schools'attonded by 36 pupils, 
‘of which those at Ohapra and Gopalganj teach up-to the Primary 
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standard and that at Sivan up to the Middle Vemoular standard, 
Among other special schools may be mentioned 4 aided Sanskrit 
tole, with 105 pupils, and 5 unaided but recognized fols with 212 
pupils. Of thoso fo7s tho best aro said to bo that at Hathwa which 
is maintained by tho Raj, and ono at Goda near Rovelganj, main 
tained by Government, which was primarily intended for teaching 
Nytya philosophy on tho sito amignod by tradition to the 
hormitago of Gautanin, the founder of this school of thought, 
‘Thoro are also 35 privato ol with 807 pupils, where the teachers 
aro orthodox Brihman Pandits, who hold classes in their own 
houses, and in many oasos food the students, ‘They toach in old- 
fashioned ways of their own, and do not follow tho departmental 
standard, ‘Thoro aro 48 private schools tonching Arsbio sind 
Porsian, with 401 Muhammadan pupils, who rord ndvanoed books 
in those Ionguagos, ond 24 Korin schools attended by 808 
students, Tnstitutions of tho first class, which aro generally 
endowed by well-to-do pooplo, aro looated in private housee; while 
tho schools intended for tonching the Korin aro gonorally looatod 
in moaques or in. tho honso of somo pious Musalmin, 

‘Tho Bihtri is poouliasly indifforont and, indood, 
edtiontion of his women from purely conservative inst 
in mattors touching his social and demestio life tho man of Stran 
is doggodly oonsorvativo, Tn spito of this projudioo, somo ndvanoo 
hhas boo mado, and there aro 62 Primary schools attended by 
1,042 girls ; all thoso echools aro Lower Primary schools, ‘Choro 
‘aro only 214 girls studying in boys’ schools, a fact which 
sufilciontly shows tho unpopularity of co-eduontion, One model 
girls’ school has boen opened, but has failed to find much favour, 
‘Phore aro ‘two poripatetio Indy teachers, and one zandna school 
has boon opened at Siwan for tho education of pardanashin 


women, 
‘echnical education may bo said to bo practically non-existent, row 
for thoro aro only threo institutions classified as industrial schools, C42 #2 
‘and these are moroly small schools intended for the instruction of 
children of the Magahiy’ Doms, whoso ostensible occupation is 
Dasket-woaving, but who aro, in fact, hereditary thieves. At these 
sshools 39 Dom boys are taught baskot-woaving and are given a 
little elementary eduontion. ‘They aro under the diroot manago- 
ment of the District Board and are situated at Manjhi, Mashrak 
and Mirsipur, S 
‘There aro 4 unaided boarding-houses with 20 Boas, eon “J 
ing attached to the Siwin High school and the others to the 2: 
tree Gore ‘Training schools, “Another boarding house has. ali 2" 


‘oon built recently for the Ohapr’ Zila School. _ 
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Altganj Sewain.—Seo Sivan, . 
‘Amarpur.—A village situated in tho south-west of the Siwan 
subdivision, 2 miles to the wost of Derauli, with a population, 
according to the census of 1901, of 1,568 persons. It contains, 
f fine old mosquo of red brick, now falling into ruins, which 
stonds on the bank of the river Gogra. Tt is said that it 
‘was built during the time of Shah Jahiin (1628—58) under the 
sapervision of his Deputy, Amar Singh, but that the work was. 
oft: imoomplete, Looal patriotiem says that the villoge derives 
ite vame from that of the builder of the mosque, Amar Singh, 
‘Ambiki Asthin—Seo Ami. , 
‘Ami—A village in thé headquarters subdivision, situated 
about 14 miles east of Ohapré, with a population, according to 
tho census of 1901, of 696 persons, It is also called Ambika 
Astbin, a name derived from the fact that it contains a temple 
dedicated to Ambikt Bhawani, The legend in connection 
with this temple is a familiar one regarding Siva and Sati, In 
the early ages, it is said, king Daksha mado a secrifco with 
tho object of obtaining a som, but did not invite Siva, to whom 
his daughtor Sati was marzied. In grief and anger that such 





an insult should have been offered to her divine husband, Sati’ 


‘Abrew herself into the sacrificial fre ; and Siva, wild with rage, 
transfixed her dead body on the point of his trident and rushed 
hither ond thither through the world, which was threatenod with 
destruction. Bute Vishnu, the preserver, eame to the resoue and 
flung his disous (eiakra) at the body of Sati and cut it in pieces. 
‘These pieces fell scattered over the earth, and every place where 
any of them fell became a sanctuary full of the divine spirit of 
Satt. One portion, it is ssid, dropped on tho spot where the 
tomple now stands, and olose by is pointed out the site of the 
“sacrificial fire (jajnakund). An annual fair is held in the village 





in thé month of Chait. Tooal pandits aleo identity the place with.” 


tho old fortress of Raja Surath, 
Basnauli Gangar—Seo Mobirajganj. ~ - -~- 
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‘Chainpur:—A. lirgo village on the Dahi river, situated abot 
6 miles from Elma railway station. It contains the residence of 
the Obainpur Babus, a family of influential zamindixs of the 
Babhan caste, which is connectod by marriage with “half tho 
Bubhan fanailios of Bihar. Tt is reported that the gross rontal 
of the ostato is Rs, 14,000 and that the Government revenue 
paid by it is Rs. 7,500. 
Chapra.—Hoendquarters of the district, situated in 25° 47’ N, 
and 84° 44’ B,, onan old bank of tho river Gogra, close’ to 
junction with the Ganges. It is bounded on the north by the 
embankment of the Bongel and North-Western Railway, on the 
south by tho old bed of tho Gogra, on the east by some compara: 
tively high land stretching from the river to the railway embank: 
micnt, and on the wost by ‘a nullab, ‘Tho inhabited portions ‘of 
* tho\town lie principally to the east and west, ‘Tho western is the 
6ldey portion in which the richer inhabitants dwell, and hére are 
‘also situated the principal bazars. The newer or eastern portion 
has gradually grown up round the civil outs and public offices, 
most of which wore constricted some 60 years ago. In the midi 
6f end round both the old and now portions of the town exe 
Tango groves of mango trees and numeréus little gardons, which 
add considapably to tho beauty of the place, ‘The greatest, length 
of the ia about five miles from cast to west; while the 
average breadth docs not exoced one mile, . It is only, however, 
the. ‘central ae ae yality from Karim Chek’ to 
Davlatganj, which is really 
and wostorn extremities are semi-rural 
of the town was 45,001 (including 34,862 Hindus and 10,934 
‘Muhammadans) or noarly 12,000 less than in 1891; the di 
was ‘mainly duo to a tomporary exodus of the population, whieh 















took place in consequence of an outhreak of plague just befo 
the census, 

The Gogra formerly flowed close by the town, but at present 
its main channel is a mile tothe south in the cold weather. 
nullah, which indicates the old bed of the river,along the southern; 
boundary of the town, is still filled with water, however, -to ¢ 
depth of many feet when thie Gogri is in flood, and is peat | 
with the main stream both on the west and east opposite A'jaibganj! 
‘and Telps. ‘Tho town lies low, being protooted from anniial’ 
inundation by the high river bank on the south, by an embanked’~ 
‘road, known as Mahtbir Prasil’s Bandi on the north, and: by the’ 
Salimpur Ghit'roid and the railway embankment on the west; 
shatters oan now be fixed in the openings of the latter to shut out 
the flood water, .In 1871 the Saltmpar Ghat road was broken * 
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through, and much dainago was done by flooda within tho station, 
‘Tho same disastor would cortainly have roourred in 1874, if the 
road hednot in the moontimo boon strongthoned and raised, Ono 
of the highost floods on xaoord sooms to bo that which took place 
‘on the 20th August of tho Inter your, whon the highest point 
reached by tho wator was 5:29 foot abovo tho lovol of tho Aachulri 
compound, ‘Thoro was similar flood in 1890, whon moat of the 
publio ronds wore under doop water and thero wore 5 foot of wator 
overthe kachalri compound, ‘Tho water which would flood tho 
station, if protective works had not boon constructed, oomes up 
from: the Gogrt by tho Ajaibganj Nullah ond branching off in 
two directions, tarminatos in a awamp (chaur), about 8 miles 
to the north of the town. It is lod through the town by the 
Khanwi Nullah to this chau, and by this means the main 
drains are flushed, somo of tho publio tanks aro filled, and /the 
‘rope in tho chur avo irrigated. ‘Tho water oan bo lot in/and 
shut off by the main sluioo at Sahibganj. 

‘The houses of the Europeans, with a club and raoquoé court 
in appropriate grounds, aro situated between tho O to 
offices and the jail; and the Government English school fs lodged 
jn largo building in tho same neighbourhood. At the/west end 
of the town is the Sarai, or publio rest-houso, a ye square 
building with blank walls, which would be much improved by the 
insortion of windows. ‘The entrance from tho east Yeads through 
two handsome iron gates, the whole being surmounted by a look, 
Tn front of the main entranoo ated flower garden and a handsome 
masonry tank; there is also a largo grass compound on which 
sadhue xGa strangors visiting tho town usually enoamp, This 
ing, which was built and ondowod in 1869 by the lato Babu 
Byhwari Lal Sthu, a woalthy banker of tho town, is maintained 
by an endowment of Rs, 1,16,000 invested in Government paper. 
Ii is under tho management of the Munictpal Commissioners, who 
0 own two municipal markets, ono near the Sarai, and the other 
the east of Sthibganj ; tho lattor is known as the Bourdillon 
kob attor Sir Jamos Bourdillon, x.0.81,, former Collector of 
and late Lioutenant-Govenor of Bongal. ‘hero is also « 
isporisary oreoted in 1856 by publio ‘subscription, largely supplo- 

tod by a donation from tho same publio-spirited tanker 

commemorate a visit of the then Lioutonant-Governor, Tho 
rmost handsome part of: the building is tho female ward rooently 

# eneotad at the oost of the Mahartnt of Hathwa, 
‘Tho roads in tho town aro mostly motalled, principally with 

Hankar, which is found in largo quantitios in different parts 

ofthe district, ‘They smdiate to Sonpur, Mahirijganj, Sivan, 
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Guthnt. and the principal gha/s or landing places on the Gaitdak, 
much ag Balimpur, Sattar and Rewi, 

One of tho quarters of tho town is called Ratanpuri, 
which, acoording to: an aocount given by a local pandit, was tho 
capital of Rajn Raton Sen of tho Hindu period, who orodted 
thage a tomple known as the tomple of Ratanoswar Nath. Now . 
Ratanpura is only a mahal of tho torn, and tho temple of 
Dharma Nath J1 is pointed as the former templo of Rataneswar 
Nath; the idol of Siva in the tomplo is to this day called 
Rataneswar Nath Mahidoo, ‘There is also a goddoss in tho 
samo malalé known os Kotkt -Dovi, who is said to bo the 
tutelary goddess of the fort of Raja Ratan Son, 

Though tho commoroial prosperity of Ohapri ns déolined 
sinoo its dosertion by tho Gangos and Inter by tho Gogr it ia still 
‘8 placo of considerable importance, and its position on the railway" 
onnblos it to carry on a longo trade, It used to be tho hoad- 
quortors of many woalthy moroantile firms and banks, but during 
tho last fow years thoy havo fallon on evil days, and many of tho 
Torgoat honsos have boon élosed, owing, among other causes, to the’ 
losses made in indigo. ‘Tho Katrk Basar, which is tho “oldest 
bazar, runs from east to west along the old bank of the Gogrt, 
and, like all old bezars, is narrow. Most of the houses aro double 
storoyed with projecting vorandahs, some with carved woodwork 
doing distinotly pioturesque. Goods of all kinds can be prooured, 
pottory and brass utonsils boing still a speciality, ‘The manufao- 
tro of shellao has inoreased considerably of lato years, and thero 

. x0 now ten factories in the town. 

Ttis said in Huntor’s Statistioal Account that at the end of 
18th contuty tho Wngtish, Dutch, French; and Portuguese had 
factories at Chapri, ‘Tho authority for the statoment regarding 
tho Fronch ond Portaguoso is unknown ; but it is oortain that the 
Dutch were here as early as the middlo of the 17th oentury and 
the Hnglish by the beginning of tho 18th century. ‘There is an 
old Dutch cometery noor Karinga on the Baniynpur road, at the 
north-west of tho town, containing » mausoleum erected to the 

“momory of one J. V, HL, who died in 1712: These initials tend 
for Jacobus Van Horn, tho Dutch Ohief in Bih&r, who died soon 
after tho Dutch had sbasfoned Patna and withdrawn to Singit, 
in consequence of tho exnotions of Farrukhsiyar, In the old 
English comotery at Karinga are two monuments ereoted to the 
‘memory of mon of the Naval Brigade who died at Chapri in 1859, 
‘A now comotery has since boon opened at tho opposite end of 
of the town. beyond the race comse, which lies between the 
Sonpur and Rews Ghat ronds, just to the south ‘of the railway 
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at tho east end of the town. Raves wore held here annually © 


during tho palmy days of indigo, but there have been none 
since 1899, 


Besides the Goyermment Wnglish school referred to above, . 


‘there are two other High English sohools, which are private insti- 
tutions, ‘Thero is also a publio library, but it is not well supponked 
exoopt by Huropeans. ‘Tho European residents have  olub with 
reoquet and tennis courts, and the Oollector’a oompound contains a 
swimming bath constructed. by the lato Mahinija of Bettiah, 
Ohapri is tho headquartors of a detaohmont of the Bengal and 
North- Wostorn Railway Volunteers and of a troop of tho Bihitr 
Light Horse, for whom a mess hougo and quartors wera constructed, 
‘about 12 yoursago, It isalso a station of the Gorman Evangelical 
Tatheran Mission and ‘oman Catholio Mission. ‘There .aro 
‘two railway stations, viz,, a main station at Bhagwan Bazar, ab 
whioh all trains stop, ond a flag station noar the kaokahri, which 
in intended for tho use of poople “coming in on publio business, 
‘Tho drainage of tho town, ooaped up as it is botwoon the high 
bank of tho Gogra on tho south and embanked roads on tho north, 
_ Ja bad; ond it has sovoral times suffered severely from opidemica 
of cholera; * 

‘Tho siamo Chapra, or as it should bo spelt Chhapra, is itselt 
ovidenoo of tho liability of the place to inundation, In riverain 
‘tracts liablo to flood from great rivers, tho oultivators live in 
huts. with wattled walls and thatched xoots, for the riak of their 
houses boing. yashed away is sudioient to provent thom going to 
the expense of tiled roofs, and. they havo to be ready to shift 
thoir homes at the shortest notice. "Such sattloments have" the 
distinctive namo of chiapra from tho Hindt word obhappar, 
moaning a thatohed roof. 

Chapra Subdivision —Hsadquartors subdivision of the date, 
ocoupying its south-oast oxtromity and lying betwoen 25° 89 and 
20°14’ N, and 84° 28’ and 86° 12’ BH, with an aren of 1,048 
square miles, It is  fortilo tract-of rich alluvial soil, bounded 











‘on tho east by the Gandak, on the south by tho Gangos, on tho, , 


wos) by tho Gogré, ‘and om the north by the Siwin and 
Goptlganj subdivisions. ‘The population was 927,718 in 1901 
as compared with 1,029,689 in 1801 ;*tho decroaso was largely 
ng to savero epidomios of plagno in 1900 and 1901. ‘The 
density of population is 928 persons to the square mile, Tt con 
taint 2,179, villages and 2 towns, viz., Chiprs, the-headquarters 
(46,901), ‘and Revelganj (9,765). Sonpus, at the confluence of 
tho Ganges and Gandak, is an important railway oentre and the 
seene of great annual fair and bathing festival. 
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_ Chirind or Cherand—A village in the headquarters sab- 
division, situated 6 miles east of Ohaprt, on the river Gogrs 
just above its junotion with the Ganges. ‘The Ganges formerly 
flowed past the village, which must at ono time have been a place 
of some nota, as it Iont its name to Ohapra, which is often called 
Chitin Chapri by people of othor districts, Ohirn being an 
abbrevintion of Chitind. Few traces of its former greatnoss aro 
eft, but there are some large mounds marking tho rains of an 
anolent city, Ono high mound, on which four temples have been 
built, marks the remains of an old fort; and the hermitage of 
Rishi Ohyavana, and two small tanks, called Jiach Kundu and 
Brahma Kundu’ in the Ohirind Mahttmyo, are pointed out in 
Gifferont portions of the site as vostiges of the ancient Hindu 
period. A. fair takes place evory yoar on the last day of the 
month of Kartik at the former spot, which is called Chyavana-" 
Gsrama, Ohirand is populary known as the capital of king 
‘Mayiradhvaja, and tho tradition still exiats that ho and his queen 
sawed down their son in order to satisfy the orving for, human 
flesh of Siva, who ome in the disguise of an old Brahman to 
test his gonorosity. Satisfied by this practical proof of the king’s 
‘hospitality, Siva restored his son to life. 

On the top of the principal mound there is an old mosque, 
with on insoription in the Kufe style of character over the 
doorway. ‘This mosque must have been built out of the ruins 
of somo largo anoint Hindu tomple, for eight square Hindu 
pillars, or rather pilasters, lino tho inside of the walls, The 
insoription over the doorway is in three Gouble lines, and appears 
to bear tho name of Husain Shih, king of Bengal from 1493 to 
1619; presumably. this Masolmin raler destroyed an ancient 
Hindu temple at Chirind and built the mosque out of its 
materials. Some ovidenos, at least, of tho antiquity of the 
temple, and probably also of somo other buildings formerly 
connected with it or surrounding it, is afforded by the sizo of 
the bricks, the laxgest aud most ancient of which measure 17% 

+ inches in length by 10 inches in breadth and 8} inches in 
thickness, ‘Tho smallost in size ke 12} inches by 9} inches 
and 12} by Sinches, A portion of the elovated ancient rained 
sito has been out away by the river channel, showing a high 
cliff of earth, full of large ancient briaks,- and piorced by 
numerous shafts of ancient wells of narrol diameter lined with 
oylinders of red earthenware. 

Chir&iid is somotimes also called Cherand, and is said to have 
een founded by, or to derivo its name from, tho Cheros, once 
ruling race in Satan, ‘There séems to be no doubt ab least that 

2 











4s “gama.” 


Ohirsnd was on ancient Buddhist town, for images of Buddha and 
other figures of the Buddhist period have been found there. Mr. 
Cnrlloyle indeed conjectured that Chirind, “tho most anciont 
plaoo in tho whole of the Siren district,” may have been the site 
of the Drona or Kumbhiin stiipa, erected over the vessel with 
which the relios of Buddha wero messurod after his cremation, 
He saye:—''I think that tho site of the Kumbhin stipa should 
really be locked for smong tho mounds of ancimt ruins at 
Chitind. For instance, the mosque of Husain Shah, which was 
built out of the materials of an anciont Hindu tomple; is situated 
onthe summit of a high mound of rains, which might just 
possibly contain the ruins of a stiipa buried in its interior. It is 
worthy of remark, with regard to the name of the place that ohiran 
and ofirdyu mean ancient ; while the root c@ir implies the act of 
outting asunder, splitting, rending, dividing or ‘division,, and 
might just possibly refer to the division of tho romains.-of 
* Buddha into eight parts, cach equal to a drona, as measured 
by 0 kumbha of that capacity, which vessel was afterwards 
eashrined in a stipa, which was therefore called the Kumbhan 
tips, But the place where this was done may have been 
called the dividing, or the place of division; and the memory 
‘of some such signification may have been preserved in such a 
name as Obirin,”” * 
‘Dr. Hoey indood goos further in the belief that Chirind was 
‘an ancient Buddhist site, ond identides it with the great Buddhist 
“capital. Vaistlic, This theory he advances with the following 
remarks :—“We know that when Buddha left Magadha for tho 
last timo ho went towanls Vaisili, “Pho gute by which ho left 
Pataliputra was afterwards called the Goptema gate, and 
the place whero he crossed the Gunges was called thereafter 
the Gautama Ferry. ‘The Gautama giat is still known cast 
of Revelganj. We also have the story of Ananda’s loving 
Pataliputra for Vaistli, ond wo read that, when he reached 
the Ganges, he discovered that the poople of Vaistli had 
come out to mect him in the hope of obtaining his body, as they - 
Know ho was about to.dio and they wished to do it honour ; but 
he was pursued by Ajatasatru’s army, which hed been sent with 
‘the same object. Hoe therefore surrendered himself to death. 
(extered samadhi): on, an island in the river, and his body parted 
in two, so that the rival claimants obtained equal parts? ‘This 
story is preserved for us in the name Obirtnd, which is simply 
shidra-anga, the divided body. 








© Reports, Arch, Sure. Ind,, Vol. XXL, 1885, 
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“Ibis very remarkable that there is a local tradition st 
Chirind based on thie story. It is this, ‘There was a king at 
Gherlind named Moraddhuj (Mayiradhvaja) in, the 
‘Yuga who professed groét devotion to the gods. “Krisbna deter- 
mined to put the king’s faith to a test, and came ono day to* his 
palace disguised as a mondicant, and asked for the right half 
of tho king's body for somesaorificial purpose, He explained 
to the king that his wifo and son must cach hold ono end of » 
sew (ard) and saw him in two, but if he shed tears, the gift would 
not be acceptable, ‘The king agreed and the operation oom- 
menced, but presently he began to shed tears from his left eye, 
‘Tho mendioant reminded the king that the professed gift was 
Hiablo to rejection, but the latter explained that the left eye wept 
oosuse tho right halé of tho body was alone being taken and 
the other left. Krishna was so pleased with. this devotion that 
he exercised his divine power, stopped the operation, restored 
the body to its former state, and flung the saw away. It foll at « 
Armh in the Shahabad district, giving its name to that place. 
‘This story is cettainly tho same in origin as that told of Ananda, 
It is a Hindu version of facts underlying the Buddhist story. 
‘Tho conclusion to which I come is that Vaisali did not lio on 
the east but on tho west of the present Great Gandak, I shall 
presontly fix it beyond doubt east of Chapra, probably at Ohirind 
itself. it Hass 

‘\ There aro some suggestions based on a study of the Maha- 
parinibbina Sutia which I mnst note. “When Buddha had 
crossed the Ganges for tho last time on his way to Vaisili, ho 
first visited Kotigama and then Nadika, “after which he arrived 
at the great city. There he was entertained by the courtesan, 
Ambapali at her mango grove outside the city. From Vaisali® 
Buddha went on to Veluva, whore he was seized with the illness 
which eventually’ terminated his life. This is probably the 
modern Belwa, north-east of Chirind. Near it we meet with 
such femarkable names as Smith Chak ond Dharma hak, 
Buddha then seems to have tumed again towards Vaisali, for he 
wont to the Ohipala Ohaitya, which the text would led us to 
believe to have been netr the city, if not init. This name is 
probably “either from Chapala or Ohapala (Sans.) a loose woman, 
and thus alludes to the concubine spoken of by the pilgrims; 
or‘from chdpa dlaya (Sans.) the bow-place, where the bow was 
Aeposited. Anyhow, there can be no mistake as to the mound 
lying to.the east of the town of Ohapra, called Telps. ‘This is 
undoubtedly the Sanskrit Taipa “a tower,” end is that built 
for the mother of the thousand sons; and the site-of Vaisili is 
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therefore fixed. It is tho modern Chirind, and spread along 
the banks of the Gangos east and wost of the prosent town.’* 

Daraulf—A villago situated 44 milos to the north-west of 
Chapri on tho Chapxt-Guthni road and on the north bank of the 
Gogri. It contains a disponsary, a sub-rogistay office and a 
police station, situated a little to tho wost of the bazar, which 
rans partly from enst to wost, partly from north to south, ‘hore 
is also fomy to tho distriot of Azamgaxh, by which consider. 

. able trafflo passos. ‘Two miles to the wast, in tho village of 
Amarpur, is a fino old mosquo dosoribod in tho articlo on 
that placo. m 

Dariaganj or Doriganj—A village in tho hoadquartors 
subdivision situated 7 miles oast of Ohapra. Tradition relates 
that it was formerly o large grain-market standing wt the con- 
fluence of tho Ganges and Gogrt, and that Hindus thronged 
to tho placo for bathing at difforent fostivals, Ibis said that the 
svillego was originally ono of tho tolas or hamlets of Ohirtnd, 

and. thot tho whole (aluk, consisting of 42 villagos, formerly 
Delonged to the Choudhuri of Ohirind, Choudhysi Daxit, Singh, 
‘whore desoondants still yoside here. ‘Tho village, which was 
formerly.on tho Gangos and is now on tho Gogri, is inhabited 
mostly by Rajputs and Brihmans, and its population in 1901 

was 184, 

Domaigarh.—A. village in tho hondquarters subdivision 
situated on the Gégri 28 miles north«wost of Chapri. It is o 
contre. for the trade in ed? wood and boats, and is called alter a 
Jaks Dome Pir, who is said to havo resided hero, 

A village in the headquarters subdivision 
north of Obapri, on tho Obapri-Sattar Ghnt 
Road. It is not a largo village, but ia becoming of some import- 
noo owing to the Rim Navami fair hold annually in the month 
cof Chit (March) under tho auspices of tho looal zamindars, At 
thie fair horses, bullooks, and buffaloes are sold in Jorge numbers, 
Thore is temple dedioated to Siva and also a thakurbari in the 
village, Its population in 1901 was 568, 

Dighw& Dubauli.—A village in the extreme north-east of * 
the Gopilgenj subdivision, situated about 38 miles north of 
Ghapr and 26 miles north-enst of Goptlganj. It contains. some 
amoient remains, of which Mr, Carlleyle has given the: followipg 
aggoupt:—“ At Dighwa Dubauli I found an avoient: site, and 
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two extmordinary pyramidal-shaped mounds, These’ two oxtra 
ordinary mounds are situated close to the south-cast of the 
villogo, and east: and wost of onch other, ‘The woster mound is 
situatod almost adjoining the south-south-enstem ond of the 
‘village, and tho castern mound is situated at the distance of 640 
fect to the cast-south-onst of tho other, and close to tho soad. 
‘Each of theso mounds is of a pyramidal shapo, with four comers 
at tho base projecting considerably outwards, so that a ground 
plan of one of those mounds would xosemblo a four-pointed star 
surmounted centrically by a cone,” Arter giving the dimensions 
f those mounds, which aro of groat sino, Mr, Caslloyle goos on to 
“«Pheso mounds appeared to be formed of clay, but mixed 
with small frogments of brick and. pottery. At the distanco of 
950 foot to th south of tho eastern mound, thero is a roundish. 
shaped mound of moderato hoight, with a horizontal diameter of 
about 200 fect from north to south, and about 140 foot from east 
to-west. 'Thero is an old well here. Across the zond to the north 
of the village there isa portion of a mound, which appears as if’ 
out off by tho road from the large flat mound, on which tho village 
Dighws Dubuuli itself stands. ‘These mounds oro said to have 
boon tho work of Ohero-Obai, és. of tho Ohorot, an aboriginal 100 
who aoam to have onoe been powerful in this part of tho country, 
ut who now inhubit the hills to the south of the Ganges,” 

In this village was found the historioal copper plate, known 
as" tho Dighwa Dubnuli plato and dating bok to 761-62 A.D., 
of which an aooount has boo given in Ohapter 11, Hither,” 
anys Dr, Bloot, ‘it was dug out of a fleld seme yours ago 
(beforo 1864) by a Brihman of Chapri; or the ancestors of tho 
then ownor of it found it in o tomplo in » ruined. Musalmin 
fort ; but it was 0 long ago that they did not seem to havo anf 
distinot tradition about it, nor to be able to give any authontio 
information on the subject,” [Reports, Arch, Surv. Ind, vol. xxi, 
1885; J.¥, Float, Sanskrit and Old Kanarese Insoriptions (The 
Dighoa Dudauts Plats), Tndion Antiquery, 1886.) 

‘Dighwars—A village situated on the Bengel and North- 
Western Railway, 18 miles east-south-oast of Ohapri, It is a 








































* ising centre of the grain and hide trade, and contains « popula 


tion, according fo the census of 1901, of 2,642 souls, ‘The 
village ert police outpost, Middle English school, post 
office and n District Board inspection bungalow. Genoral 
Cunningham was at ono time inclined to consider that this 
Toeality was the site of tho ancient Buddhist stipa known as 
the Drona or Kumbhin stiipa. Local pandits tro the nome 
to a celebrated sage called Obondramuni or Dixghwars, 
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Ekmi—A village on tho Bongal and North-Western Rail- 
way, situated 18 miles north-west of Ohapra. It is ono of tho 
centres of the grain trafiio of the district, boing connected with 
Chaprt, Siwin, Manjhi, Barowlt and Mashrak by good ronds, 
Imports consist of xioo and other food-grains, and tho exports aro 
chiefly molasses and linsocd, ‘Thoro is & polioo station here, 
besides o sub-registry office und a Distriot Board inspootion 





See Rovelganj. 

Gopalganj—Hoadquarters of tho subdivision of tho samo 
name situated in 26° 28’ N. and 84° 27" H, Tt lies on tho wost 
Dank of the Gandaki sivor, 2 miles from tho main Gandak em. 
bankment, 68 miles from Chapra, and 21 miles north-east of Siwan, 
with which it is connected by a good metalled road and also hy 
a brenclr line ‘of Bengal and North-Westorn Reilway xunning 
from Siwin to'Thiwo. Its population was 1,614 in 1001, Sinoo 
it wos mado tho subdivisional headquarters in 1875, this plaoo, 
which was then quite « tiny hamlet, has dovelopod into a largo 
‘and important villago; and its furthor development will bo agoal~ 
erated by tho extension of the railway to Thiwo, which is 4 miles 
from Gopllganj, Besides the oourt of tio Subdivisional Offer 
and the ‘sub-jail, Gopalganj contains a Munsif’s court, police 
station, High sohool, sub-registry offic and disponsary, 

Gopalganj Subdivision.—Northort subdivision of the district, 
lying between 26° 12/ and 26° 89” NY, and 88° 64’ and 84° 50" BD, 
with an area of 788 square miles, It is bounded on the const. by 
the Gandak tiver, on tho south by the Siwin subdivision, on the 
wost and north by Gorakhpur. Tt forms an alluvial plain bounded 
by tho ‘Gandak and intersected by five smaller rivers, which flow 
in a southerly direction, viz., the Jhorabi, the Kbanws, Dabs, 
Gandeki ond Dhanai, For administrative puxposos the subdivi- 
sion is divided into two thiinns, of which one lies to the east, vis., 
Gopalganj with its two outposts, Barsuli and Maharani, while on 
tho wost is thins Mirgonj with 8 outposts, Bhore, Katoya and 
Kachai Kot, ‘There azo 4 pargance in this subdivision, viz, 
Kaini, Sipth, Dangsi and Marhel, and a part of Pachlakh pargana, 
‘Tho subdivision contains a,population af 635,047, according to the 
census of 1901, and is the least densely populated part of the dis- 
trict, supporting only 806 persons to the square’ mile. There is 
one town, Mirganj, with 9,698 inhabitants, and 2,148 villagos, one 
of which, Gopilganj, is tho headquarters, ‘The subdivision was 
oreated. in 1875, 

Guthni—A village situated, 64 miles nosth-west of Chapra, om 
the east, bank of the Little Gandaki river, which here forms the 
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boundary botwoon Bengal and tho United Provinces; the xivor 
Gogh is only 4 milos to tho south. ‘Tho village, which is an 
outpost of the Darauli thins, is a contro of the sugar manufacture 
of Stran, molassos and unrefined sugar being purchased in largo 
quantitios by tho rofinors from the travelling doalers oallod beparto, 
who have proviously bought it up from the xfots, It is not 
oxportod by tho rofinors thomaclvos, but by the Jeparia, who 
dospatch if to Patna and also to tho United Provinows. The 
importanoo of Guthnt is dodlining rapidly, owing to its distanoo 
from tho railway, a vory largo quantity of sugar boing now 
Aespatohod by rail from Mairwa, which is ouly 8 miles distant. 
‘Most of tho largo merchants havo consequently given up thoit 
godowne at Guthni, aud built new ones at Mairwa, 

Hasanpurd.—A. village in the Siwta subdivision situated 
18 milos south of Siwin on the bank of the Dhanai river. It is 
‘nid to have been founded by Makhdiim Saiyad Hasan Ohishti, a 
saint who came from Arabia to India and soltled here. Ho 
founded a khdukah or xeligious institution, for the upkeep ‘of 
which and of his dargah or tomb an endowment of land was 
granted by the Emperor of Delhi. ‘The villago contains the 

8 of & large mosque and the dargah of the saint, which 
is visited both by Hindns and Muhammadans. 

Hathwa,—A village in the Siwan subdivision sina oa 
miles west of Mirganj and 12 miles north of Siwan, ‘The villago 
is tho seat of*tho Maharaja of Haothwi, and contains the palace, 
largo and imposing structure with a fine dardar hall, and the 
Awellings of the entourage which smxround an Indian nobleman, 
‘hero aro also « well laid-out publio geste, ‘High school, and a 
Jange hospital known as the Viotqxia Hospital, 0 of 
Queen Viotoria, erootod by tho liberality of the Raj. 

‘Hathwa Raj.—An ostate, situated for tho most part in a 
‘compact block in the north-west of Siran, but also comprising 
proporty in the Ohampiran, Muzaffarpur, Shababid, Patna. and 
Darjocling distziots of Bengal, and in Gorakhpur in the United 
Provinoos of Aga and Oudh, It has an aroa of 561 squaro 
milo, of which 491 squaro milos aro cultivated. ‘The popula- 
tion in 1901 was 634,905, The rent-roll (inoluding cesses) 
amounts to 11} lakhs, and tho land revenue and oossos payable to 
2 lakhe, 











‘The Hathwi Raj family, which like tho familiés of the * 


Mahfrijis of Bonfres, Bettiah and Tokari, is of the Babhan 
caste, is regarded as oné of the oldest of the aristocratic houses 
jn Bihar, This. family, which was originally known as that 
of the Rajis of Hysopur, claims an antiquity anterior'to the 
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Muhammadan conquest of Tnidia and is said to have boon ettled 
in Saran for moro thon a hundred generations. ‘The goneslogical 
treo of tho family shows a line of 108 Rajas, the patronymio of 
the earlier Rajas boing Sain, which was changed to Singh with 
the 16th in dosoont, to Mal with the 88rd, and to Sthi with the 
87th of tho line. ‘Tho titlo of Mahtraja sooms to have boen 
conferred first by the Emperor of Delhi on the 6th Raja, 
Kolytin Mal, and that of Maharija Bahadur on tho 87th, Khem 
Karan Singh. ‘Tho earlior history of tho family ie obsoure, but 
tradition assorts that pargana Sipth, which forms a portion of 
the Raj, was wrested by Jubar’j Sthi, the groat-grand-tatbor 
of Fatch Sthi, from. Raja Kabul Muhammad of Barharit, 
‘This chicftain was an Afghtn noble, a partisan of the king of 
Bengal, who, with othor rebellious Afghin ohists, raised the 
of zebellion in Bihar during the reign of Akbar, Ho 

was oa lle in battle, and bis oitadel taken end dostroyod by 
Suber} Sebi, who was allowed by tho Emperor to zolain 
pargana Sipth. Sardar Sthi, the immediate prodecossor of Fateh 
Sabi, is said to havo invaded the principality of Majhauli in the 
Gorakhpus district and to have demolished, tho fortress, It is 
sid that. ono of the conditions on which Sardar Sthi made peaco 
with (He Rajx of Majhouli was that tho latter should not display 
standards or drums, the ensigns of a ruling Raja until ho bad 
retaken them, and that the Majhaili family still conforms to 
this condition, at sny rato in the property belonging to the 
‘Hathwa Raj. 
Tho aitthontio history of the Hathwa family commences with 
the time of Fatch Sthi, who was Maharaji of Hneopur when 
tho Hast India Company obtained the Dieani of Bengal, Bihtr 
and Orissa in 1765. He not only refuscd to pay rovenuo, but 
esisted the troops sont against him, and was with diffoulty 
expelled from Husopur. ‘Ho then retired to largo traot of forest 
between Gorakhpur and Siran, whonos he frequently invaded 
British territory; a fuller aooount of the carcor of this rebel 
chiof will bo found in Ohepter II, In consequence of his 
seousnoy the samindiri- of Husepur was attached, but he 
continue to hold that portion of his ostate which was subject 
to the Nawtb Vizior of Oudh and which js now in possession’ of 
his decendant, the Rajs of Tamkihi in Gorakhpur, While the 
‘Rajathus woged war on the Company, his cousin, Basant Sahi, 
remained. leyal, ond assisted the British troope in their fruitless 
attempt to seize Fateh Sthi, by whom he was himself captured 
and. put to death in 1775, For some years the estato remained 
‘under the direct management of Goverament, but in 1791 Lord 
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Cornwallis restored it to Obhattardhisi Sabi,  grantl-nephew. of 
Fetch Sthi, and grandson of ‘Basint Sthi, in whoso tims the 
family soat was romoved from Husepur to Hathwa, 

The titlo of Maharaja Babtdur was not conforred on him till 
1837, for it apponrs to havo boon thought that there could not 
be two Mahirajts of Husopur, ond as long as Batch Sthi was 
living, it was considered put of the question to confer a similax 
title on Chhettardhti Sahi, Ho rendered valuable assistanco at 
the time of the Santal rebellion and lao during the Mutiny, the 
services rendered by him in 1857 receiving the epecial commenda- 
tion of Government. Ohhatiardhari Sthi, who diod in 1858, had 
two sons, both of whom died before their father, leaving two 
sons each; but during his lifetime ho had nominated as his hoir 
Rajondea Pratip Sthi, his eldest grandson, ‘The succession was 
contested by tho other grandsons of the decessed Mehiraji, one of 
whom, Bir Pratitp Sahi, the younger son of the youngest gon of the 
Maharaja, fought the case until it was decided by the Privy 
Council in favour of Rajendra Pratap Sahi, The result of the 
litigation was to decide that the Hathwa Raj is an impaxtible Raj, 
which desconds under the Auldchan or family rule of inhexitamoe 
to tho eldest son, to the oxclusion of all his younger brothers, who 
fro provided with sufficient land or an allowance in money for 
their maintonanos. 

Tajondra Pratip Sthi reinderod good service in re-establishing 
order in the district at the close of the Mutiny, and was rewarded 
by tho grant of some confeoated villages in Shxhabsd, which 
fielded gross rental of Rs, 20,000 por annum. He died in 1871 
‘and was succeeded by his son, Krishna Pratap Sihi, during 
‘whore minority the Hathwa estate was taken in charge: by the 
Gourt of Wards and romained for about 8 years under the man- 
agement of Mz. Hodgkinson of the Bongal Civil Service. Ho 
attained his majority in October 1874, roveivel tho title of 
‘Mehiraja Bahadur, which had also been enjoyed by his father 
and great-grand-father, ond in 1889 was mado a K.0.L.E- Ho 
died in 1806 and was succeeded by his infant son, Kpmar 
Guru MahRdeosaran Prasid Sthi, who is now the proprictor, 
the estate being managed during his minority by the Court of 
Wards. 


‘Tho fomily residence is at Hathw®, 12 miles north of Sivan, 
where Mahis3ji Krishna Prottp Sthi built a palaio, a logo 
modern building with one of the finest darbar halls in India. 
‘A fuller account of the Hathwa Raj will bo found in The 
“Aristooraty of Bihdr, Caloufla Review, 1888, and The Chronicies 
of the Hathoa Réj, Onloutta Review, 1897. 
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‘Husepur—A villago situated in the north-west of the Gopal- 
ganj subdivision on tho western bank of tho Jharahi river, 
Historically, this villago is of somo interest, as it was formorly 
the headquarters of the Maharajas of Hathwa, when they wore 
still rulers of the country. Continguous to it to the north-onat 
is Kalyinpur, which was thé sito of a till onrlior rosidonoo, 
‘Thero is little, however, left beyond moynds of bricks overgrown 
with jungle, which mark tho ruine of old forts, and of moats 
now almost filled. up. On ono of tho mounds at Husopur a 
bungalow was built by tho father of the prosent minor Maharaja 
of Hathwi, and was wod by him asa country rosidenoo, ‘The 
village also contains modern tomple, two largo tanks and a big 
‘mango topo. 

‘Theso obsoure. villages dotted with straggling huts wore 
formerly places of importance, Kalyin Mal, who was tho first 
ofthe line to roceivo the title of Maharaja from tho Mughal 
‘Emperor, gave his namo to the village of Kalyinpur, as woll 
as to the surrounding pargana, which is known as Kalydnpur 
Kuari, At Kalytnpur the ruins of the fottress of Kalyin Mal 
fo still traooablo, besides large tanks and wells, Mahaetja 
Khem Karan Sthi, a desoondant of Kalyan Mal, having removed 
his residonoo to Husopar and built a fort thoro, that place was 
tho hendguartors of the family, till Fatoh Sabi booamo a robol 
and was driven out from it by tho British Govornmont, A. 
sketch of the oareor of Fatoh Sahi has alroady boon given in 
chapter IL, and it will be sufficient to mention here that he fled to 
Gorakhpur, then tho indopondent torritory of tho Nawab Vicior 
of Oudh, and took shelter in tho jungles of Tamkihi or Jogint, 

+ which formed part of his estaie, . 

Tho outlaw mado sovoral unsuooossful attempts to regain 
‘Husepur, and for many years lod the lito of a free-bootor, making 
frequent aids into Siran. In the course of thoso raids he 
murdered several rent-oolloctors, and also his cousin Basant Sabi, 
whom he beheaded at Jadopur, a village 5 miles to the north 
of Goptilganj, where a big pipa? treo marks tho soone of his death, 
Basint Sthi had helped the Company's troops in getting 
information of the movements of Fateh Sabi, fot whose oapturo, 
dead or alive, a reward of Rs, 10,000 had beon offered, Haraged 
‘at tho trowcbery of his cousin, Fateh Sthi, leaming that ho 

a in oamp at Jadopur with Mir Jamil, the rent-colleotor of the 
- Company, sallied forth at night from tho jungle of Obarakbix 

day-break attacked Mir 
Tamil, Killed him and Basent Szhi,* nd sent the head of the 
etter to his widow at Husepur, Tho widow of Basant Sabi. 
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thereupon immolated hersclt on the funeral pyro, with thirton of 
her hond-maids, holding the head of her decoased husband in her 
lap, A big banyan tree in the jungle to the east of the ruined 
fort at Husopur still marks the site of her death; and there are 
14 amall mounds of earth under the trea held sacred to the 
memory of tho enff ; members of the Hathwa Raj family do paja 
there, as also undor the pipa? tree at Jndopur Where Basant Sthi 
was killed. atch Sthi, after the loss of his possessions in Siren 
district, established himself at Tamkiht, aud his desomdent is 
tho present Mobtraja of Tamkihi. 

‘Phe Husopur Raj romaiited under the Company's direot 
managemont for several years, but at the time of the Permanent 
Settlement it wos eottled with Ohhattardbari Sahi, the grandson of 
Basant Sahi, who then was minor, living under the protection 
of a Rujput follower of his grandfather, Dajju Singh of Bharthui. 
Dajju Singh was given somo jagir land in recognition of hi 
loyalty, “and his descendants hold the village of Phulwari® 
which is to the east of Manjha, 7 miles to the east of Gopalganj. 
Ohhattardhari Sui became the first Mabiraja of Hathwa and 
moved the family residence from Husepur to Hathwa. i 

Tadopur.—Seo Eusepur. % 

Kalyanpur,—See Husepur. 7 

Karinga—A mahala or quarter of Chapt town which was 
in possession of the Dutch till 1770. Tho Dutoh cometery at 
Karings, with insoviptions dating os for back os 1712, is an 
object of interest. Seo also tho article on Chapra. 

Lakri Dargah.—A village in tho Siwan subdivision, situated 
‘boyy 15 miles north of Siwan, and 13 miles from Gopilganj, 
onteining a population, according to the census of 1901, of 
1,718 persons. ‘The village is so-called because it contains the 
tomb (dargah) of a Mubammedan saint, Shah Aran of Patna, 
in which woodwork is prominent, ‘Tho story runs that the saint, 
attracted by the solitude of the place, performed a chilah here, 
ie. gave himeolf up to religions contemplation for 40 deys. Ho 
also, it is said, sot up a religious establishment (Kidnkal), which 
was endowed by the Emperor Aurangzch ; this institution is 
held in great vonération by the Musalin community and the 
proceeds of the endowment are utilized to moot the expenses 
connected with the daryah, ‘Tho anniversary of the’ saint’s death 
is oolebrated on tho Lith of Rabi-ue-sini of overy year and 
attracts argo numbers, 

‘Maharajganj—A village, also called Bamauli Ganger, 
situated in 26°7'N, and 84° 30’ HB, almost in tho oentro’of the 
district, Tt is about 25 miles to the north-wost of Ohapra, 
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10 ‘miles to tho south-west of Siwan, and 8 miles noxth of tho 
railway station of Duraundha on the main line, with ‘which 
it is connooted by a branch railway line, as woll as by a wide 
motalled road, Its population in 1901 was 8,300, Mabaraj- 
ganj cottains one of tho largest bazars in the distriot and is an 
important trade cgnize, especially for grain and spices, Grain 
is brought prindpally from Ohamplran and Muzaffurpur, and 
also from Bengal by rail, Popper and other spioos aro exported 
from Mahfrtjganj to Ohampiran and tho Tarai in onxts vid 
Barauli and Salimpur Ghit, and to villages along tho route 
‘which axe nob touched by the railway, ‘These carts bring back 
rioo and.other grain from Obampfran, ‘Thero is also a consi- 
erable ixon industry. ‘Tho iron, which is entirely Wnglish, is 
Drought up from Caloaita by rail, and is then made up into- 
Fodatis, Wuckets (unr) for well ixrigation, and pans for boiling 
molasses and. saltpotro ; thoso articles aro exported to Gorakh- 
pur in tho United Provinoos and to Ohamparan. * Formerly 
Tndian ixon from Chott Nigpur was also used, but it has boon 
atively ousted by the English article, Gur or molasses is also 
hrought to Mohixtjgonj in largo quantitios from every part of 
the district, and thenoo sont by xail to tho large refine 
Cawnporo and other plaes in the United Provinoos, and even to 
Bombay, Mahfrijgonj wos formerly a large saltpotro depdt, 
but that industry has very much dooayed, During tho rains 
the grain trafio usod to. bo almost. entiroly suspended owing to 
tho wint of rivor ouriago ‘and. the absdnoo: of suitable roads, 
but the contiguity of the railway now maintain the prosperity 
of this thriving mart. ‘Tho village oontains a police outpost, » 
dispensary, a middle English school, a post office and a Distriot 
Board inspootion bungalow. 

Mairwa,—A villago in the Siwin subdivision sitnated 18 
tiles west of Siwan closo to the border of th district; it contains 
the most wosterly station on tho Bengal and North-Westem Rail- 












sway in tho Saran district. It has lately attracted much of the 


looal trade in sugar, which is exported henco to the United 
Provinoes of Agra and Oudh and olsowhere by zail. ‘The village 
contains a oolobratod shrino called Brahma AMhin ; this shrine 
stands on the bank of the Jharabi river, and fairs are held there 
in Kartik and Ohait. * 

‘Manjhi—A. village and police station situated 12 miles west 
of Chopra on the Gogrs. On tho river bank aro the xomains of 
fan old fort of some sizo, which, legend says, was built in the 
Hindu poriod. by one Manjhi Makra of the Choro dynasty, while 
‘others say that tho Rajas were Dosidhs or Mallths by caste, ‘Tho 
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title Msnjhi and the position of the fort"on the river seem to 
favour the last hypothesis; ono may perhaps assumo that it “was 
the latter which ensured their supremacy, and that they: wore. 
probably little better than glorified pirates. The fort is said to 
havo come into the possession of Rajputs of the Harihobans clan, 
whose headquarters woro at Haldi in tho Ballin distiic” ‘Pho 
story runs that, enraged at the low caste Manjhi’ demanding the 
hand of.a Rajput jagindar’s daughter in marriage, thoy protondod 
to aooede to his xequost; and after inviting him and all: his 
relatives and sardars to the marringe foast, mado them drunk and 
put them all to death. ‘Tho jagirday then easily captured the fort 
fand took possession of the whole of the Raj, It is said to havo 
remained in the possession of this family till the reign of 
Shah Jahn, when it was given by that Emperor, with othor 
Jagirs in this distzict, to one Khomarjit Rai of Gath Phupliand. 
near Fyzibid. ‘Tradition relates that the latter, while a prisoner 
‘at Delhi for some offence, was allowed to wrestle with a famous 
athlete, overthrew him, and so pleased Shah Jahan that he was 
given his liberty and these jayirs on condition of his becoming 
@ Muhommadon, ‘This ho did, ond his descondants wero first 
called Mallik and then Diwin; finally, in the fifth generation, 
they assumed tho titlo of Khin, ‘Tho Collectoraty records 
shew that one Shahimat Aly Khan held Manjhi and othor 
villages as nankar as late as 1835, when they were attached or 
resumed, and resstiled with him and one Bibi Azimat as nisdmat 
land. . 

Mirganj—A town in tho Gopilganj subdivision situated in 
26° 2 N, and 84° 20’ ., 10 miles north-west of Siwin, and. 
nearly midway betwoon it and Gopalganj. Population. (1901) 
9,698. It is a placo of considerable commercial importance, being: 
s contro at which grain from the north and north-west is collected 
and then exported to Patna ond elsewhere, Several Patna mer= 
chants have agents here, moro particularly for the linseed tradi 
there is also a considerable trade in cotton and gur. ‘The village 
“contains a police station, sub-registry office, and a large bazar, 
which has been much improved lately by the Hathwa Raj. It. 
has been connecto# with tho Bengal and North-Western: Railway 
system by a branch lino from Siwin fo Thawe, passing through 
Mixganj;; tho station is called Hathwa after the village of that 
name, which is about 2} miles distant. 

Mubammadpur—A villege in the headquarters subdivision 
situated 28 miles west of Chapra on the bank of a small river 
which forms a tributary of the river Gogrs. ‘The tillage contains 
cight temples dedicated to Siva, anda grain-market “is held 
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there twice a week. ‘Though tho mart is now declining owing 
to the trade being attracted to Ekmf, which is on the line of 
rail, it is still a plaoo of some importanoe for tho storage of 
grain, and trade is fairly brisk in tho rainy soason, whon the 
stream on which the village stands is full, Its population in 
1901 was 757. 

Papaur—A. village in tho Siwtn subdivision situated about 
8 miles cast of Siwin, of which the following aocount has boon 
givon by Dr, Hooy :—It roprosonts a plaoo of. gront antiquity, 
and must be the Piva where the goldsmith Kunde lived, When. 
Baddha come thus far he wont with his followors to tho gold- 
amith’s grove ; and while thore, ho accopted an invitation to dine 
with the goldsmith, to whoso house he wont. Thoro’ ho was 
served with the sukara* which aggravated the symptoms dove- 
Toped st Veluva and gave his illness a fatal tum. ‘his led him 
to resolve to push on to Kusintra, and he sot out with Ananda 
in that direction.” Ho adds thot near the prosont homestead 
there aro the remains of a more ancient habitation, from which 
he obtained some copper Indo-Bactrian coins, ‘The nemo Papaur 
appears to be a corruption of Papapurt or Pavapura, éa., the 
sacred city. [W. Hoey, Identification of Kusinara, Vaisali and 
other places, J, A. 8. B., 1900.] 

Paral.—A lenge village stunted sbout 8 miles to the noxth- 
‘east of km railway station on the Ekmf-Schagpur road; it is 
Known as Bubu’s Parsl to distinguish it from another village of 
‘the #ume name, which contains a polioo station. One of the four 
co-operative oradit sovistios of the district has heon started hero; it, 
in organized by the officers of the Hathwa Raj, to which tho 

* villago in great part belongs 
j or Godna.—A town in the hoadquarters sub- 
ivision situated in 25° 47’ N. and 84° 39’ EH, on the northern bank 
of the Gogri. According to the oonsus of 1901, the total popula- 
tion is 9,765. Tho population has decreased, both sinog the eonsus 
of 1801 and also sinoo 1872, whon it was rotummod as 18,415, but, 
the decrease ia probably not so large as the Ggures would indicate,” 
owing to tho exodus of a large number of the inhabitants on 
account of plagte at the time the consus was taken, ‘Tho town 
runs from cast lo west, and is closely built along the, banks 
of the Gogrt, which in the ruins is as much a8. milo in 
breadth, 
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‘Tho presont bazar was founded by Mr, Revel, Collector of 
Onstoms, in 1788, On the Oth July of that year, he informed 
tho Oolleotor that ho had selooted » place on ‘tho bank of tho 
rivor, whoro ho intonded to establish a chauht to collect the duos. 
Six yoars lator wo find tho place desaribed as follows by Mr. 
‘Twining, who was passing up tho Gangos with the Commander-in- 

* Qhist, Six Robert Abororomby :—“ At the junotion of tho Cogn 
with the Gangos the Hnst India Company have a Custom hous, 
Tho Custom-mastor had a handsome house close to the shore, from 
which he came to pay his rospoots to tho General, offering to 
fond him anything his tation afforded, On his return, ho sent 
1 boat after us with fruit and vegetables. Amongst the former 
wore somo fino grapes, tho first I had goon in India, ‘This gonile- 
man’s name was Rovel.”* His house and tomb close to the river 
Dank are still pointed out, and his memory is held in such repute 
that his tomb is oonsidered a shrino, and his name invoked on 
oooasions of calamity or advorsity, The tomb, which stands in 
front of tho Eden Bomar slongside tho Ohaprt-Guthnt road, 
was covored with a canopy, and an ineoription in maxble was 
put up, in 1888, by tho lato Rai 'ernpada Mukhorji Bahadur, 
‘Vioo-Chairman of the Municipality, acting on a suggostion of Sir 
Ashley Eden, Lioatonont-Governor of Bengal, ‘The inseription 
rans as follows —In this gravo lios Homy Rovel, Collector of 
Customs under the Bast India Company, from whom the town of 
Rovolganj dorives its nemo, Ho had just established a gustom 
chaukt at the neighbouring bazar of Sewaxifi in 1788, and during 
fa long residence close to tho spot he suooooded in gaining the 
stoom and affection of ‘the surrounding people, who raisod this 
tomb over his remains, and whose descendants still cherish his 
memory with religious vonoration.” A fair is hold hero twioo a 

‘in the months of Kartik and Chait, In the samo garden is 
tho tomb of Major George Burgoyne, who diod at Revelganj in 
1846" whilo on his way to join at Chinsura as commanding officer ; 
from the epitaph wo learn that his death was caused by fatiguo 
and exposure dusing the campaign of tho Suflej and the battle 
of Sobrion. 

Rovolgenj owned its origin and commercial impotence to the 

* fat that formerly it commanded the junction of tho Gogr and 
Ganges; but the stoady departure of the Ganges to a point lower 
down brought about its gradual decoy, Even as lato as 30 years 
‘ago, howover, it was the sooond largest river mart with a Ganges. 
borne trede in Bengal; its exports were larger-than from any 
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other riverside mart, and in exports only wasit inforior to Patna, 
It was, in faot, the groat changing station where boats from Lower 
Bengal used to tranship cargoes of rico and salt to .boats from 
Fyaibid and Gorakhpur, which brought dowa wheat, barley, oil- 
seeds and pulses of various sorts. Cil-soeds still appear as one of 
tie largest exports from Revelganj; they are brought down by 
the xilway and by boat from Oudh and the Upper Provinces. 
‘Though still one of the principal maxkets in the district, the 
importance of Revelganj as n contro of commerce has considerably 
diminished, ‘Tho railway has diverted mach of its trade, and if 
has also suffered from the xiver sotting-towards the opposite bank 
and from the retreat eastwards of the point of junction of the 
Ganges and Gogri; large boats oan, however,’ still discharge 
cargoes fairly close to the ghat, near which are largo galas or 
gramaries, Itis tho competition of tho railway more than tho 
yeoeesion of the river thnt hus injured the trade of Revelgonj, and 
a signifeant symptom of its decline is that the great firm of 
Ralli Brothers had an agenoy hero till 1900, but have now moved 
it to Gorakhpur. 

‘Revelgnnj is connected with Chapr’ by a branch railway, and 
with Oudh on the one side and with Patua and Lower Bengal on 
tho other by the steamers of tho Indin General Steam Navigation 
Company, which call daily on thofr jonimey up and down stream, 
‘Tho great bulk of the up-country trade is with Oudh and other 
parts of the United Provinces, and of the down-oouintry trade 
with Oaloutts, through the medium of the railway. 

The native name of the town is Godna; It is regarded locally 
as the traditional residenos or dsramz of Gautama, the founder of 
the school of Nyaya philosophy, which embraces Indian logio. 
Hero, it is said, he lived with his wife Ahalyt in tho days of 
Rama Chandra, who visited him on his way to Janakpur. ‘The 
Jogend is that Indra beonme enamoured of Ahaly® and visited hor 
in the guise of her husband, Gautama sew him as he lott her 
room and cursed him with perpetual loss of virility, while Ahalya 
‘vas changed into a stone till Rima should come and deliver her, 
which he did whon on his way to Janakpur with Lakshman and 
Vishwamitra. ‘The story is told at length in the Ramayana of 
‘Valmiki and reforrod to in that of Tulsi Dis, A shrine has been 
‘built on the spot where Gantama’s hut is believed to have stood. 
Tn commonoration of his conneotion with the place a Sanskrit 
school was built by public subscription betweon tho yoars 1882-87. 
Tho foundation .stone was Inid in the yoor first named by Sir 
Rivers Thompson, Lieutnant-Governor of Bengal, and the 

“hohool, was called after him tho ‘Chompson Gautama Pathshil 
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It teaches Nyaya philosophy and Sanskrit literature to a largo 
number of pupils. 

Popular tradition says that the name of Godni is derived from, 
and is « corruption of that of this Gantama; but this may perhaps 
bo only a modem adaptation of a Buddhist tradition, aud it may 
possibly have referred originally to Gautama Buidha crowing 

vor from Pataliputra on his way to Kusinit, 

: Saran Khas.—A village in tho headquarters subdivision situat- 
ed about 25 miles north-onst of Chapt and 16 miles nexth of 
Minjhi. Tt contains oxtonsive anciont romains, now covered for 
tho most part by oultivated fields, of which Dr, Loy has given the 
following nooount. ‘There is an abrupt xiso at Makchdim Shih’s 
argah, a little south of Haxpux, which continwes for a couple of 
milos south until it torminatos somewhat more abraptly beyond 
Khwaja Pir’s Moztr, On tho cast of this clevetod sito runs 
stroam known looally hy two names, Gandaki and Saryu. ‘This 
is woll. defined, and may have boen « channel made in auciont 
days for yater-supply. West of this, and parallol to it, tho high 
ground oxtonds for an averag width of not loss thin half a mile, 
As I passed from the northern end, I obsorved undulations with 
oocasional vory prominent heights, and noticed that cultivators 
havo taken out numerous bricks while ploughing, On approach 
ing tho southern ond I obsorvod a pile near a mound, on which 
aro tho remains of a brick building. I lonrnod that this pile is the 
Ganj-i-Shahidin or martyr’s hoap nonr tho tradition! Raja's kot, 
‘This indiontos a desperate assault at somo time on e Hindu strong. 
hold. Further on, I camo to Khwaja Pir's Magix, and two tombs 
da Sopa encloans, Tn one crue; aro waa lege Seok eno 
about 41 feot long, on which I observed Hindu soulptures of the 
‘Navagraha or nino planots, On tho back of the slab there was a 

+ Jong insoription in ‘Tughra character, of whioh T bad not then the 
‘moans of taking a rubbing. It is mach worn and could not be 
road at sight. Tt is probably historically important. A fow miles 
swost by north of Saxon IChis is a village called Bhikaband on the 
map, I visited this spot also, and found that there is here a large 
‘anian tree, which is snid to cover about ton sores. In tho ground 
near ther aro brick remains ond an old woll lately reopened. 
Somowhnt south-onst of this is an old tomplo and the attendant 
Brahmans wrote the name for me: Bhikeban, which is cloorly the 
“Bhikehu’s Grove.” About a mile wost of this are ‘two villagos 
bearing thoname Kapia, which suggests the story of the servioe 
rondered to Buddha by the monkey (tapi) as mentioned by the 
lator Ohinoso troveller”” (W. Hoey, ldenlifegtion of Kusinara, 
Paisali and other places, 5, A. 8, B., 1000. iy 
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Semarig.—A village in the hoadquarters subdivision situated 
7 miles west of Obopri, with a population, im 1901, of 2,967 
persous, Originally, ib is enid, tho plaoo was situated at the 
junction of the Ganges and the Gogri or Sarju, and was thus 
fa sacred site to which Hindus came to bathe in largo numbers, 
‘Tho two rivers now meot at Hfaldi, 10 miles cast of Semaria, but 
f fair is still held hore in Novembor overy yens, on tho samo 
date as tho Sonpur fair, fe., on the Inst day of the Hindu 
month of Kartik, It is largoly attonded by womon, and noxt 
to the Sonpur fair is tho largest cattle-fa‘r in the distriot, ‘The 
great Hindu sage, Data Trays, who lad 24 gurws, is eaid to havo 
lived here; and olose by is Gautama Rishi’s aathdn or residenoo, 
on which a temple has boon built, 

Silhauri,—A village in the hondquartors eubdivision, situated 
about 2 miles north of the Mirzipur outpost and 16 miles north« 
east of Ohapri, with a population, in 1901, of 956, Tt contains 
8 temple of Mahfdoo (Siva) to which tho following logond 
aitaches. A cultivatcr, itis said, in digging his fleld discovered 
a stone, from the top of which blood oozed out whore it had beon 
cut by his kudali ‘ho onltivater informed the villagers of the 
miracle, and they all tried to take out the stone, but the deeper 
they dug, the larger wos the stone found to be. So they gave up 
tho attempt, but at night they dreamed that it was not a stone, 
but the god Siva, hy name Silinath, A temple was then built 
on the spot, and the god reocived theiz-worship. A feir lasting 
about a Week is held here twioo a year in February and April, 
‘whon people flock in from great distances to worship the god, and 
to goll ond buy cattle, misosllancous goods, ote, 

Siswan.—A villoge in tho Siwin subdivision situated 21 
miles south of Siwin and 25 miles woot of Chapra. Its a rising 
market, through which passes a large quantity of the grain 
imported into tho district, especially that consigned to the 
markets of hainpur ond Bkmi, It is also a calling-place for 
steamers plying on the Gogri, and contains a police outpost, 
District Board bungalow and a post office. 

Siwan—Headquarters of tho subdivision of the same name, 
situated in 26° 15" N, and 84° 21’ K. Biwan is also the head- 
quarters of a Sub-Deputy Opium Agent, and besides the oourt of 
tho Subdivisional Magistrate ond Sub-Depaty Magistrate, the 
aub-jail, a police station ond a sub-rogistry office, contains a 
‘Munsif’s court, a dispensary, and a High school. A branch 
station of the Regions Beyond Mission has been established here 
since 1902. ‘The population has more than doubled since the 








“first consus taken in 1872, and was 15,766 in 1901, Tho. place 
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ie also known as Aliganj Sewin and tho railway station is called 
van, 

Siwatn is situated on tho oast bank of the river Dabt, which is 
navigable in tho rains, Lt is about 40 miles north-west of Olay, 
with which it is connootod by tho railway and by a good rond. It 
has a roputation for the manufacture of superior pottery and brass 
work, but the manufaotnro lns declined of late years, ‘Tho formor 
hhas attained more than a looal reputation and “attracted attention 
at the Indo-Colonial Tixhibition in London in 1886; this xoputa~ 
ction is desmrved, for the work has a much higherfinish than the 
ordinary productions of tho native potter. ‘This pottery is xed. or 
Dlack-glaved as well as unglazed and porous, and is omamented 
with patterns in gold or silver. ‘Tho town is alo known for 
tho manufnoture of articles mado of a certain white motal, 
called piu, which is composod of ooppor avd spelter, with a small 
admixture of sino, 

Siwin is tho centro ofa large grain trade, its importanoo 

“having inoreasod of Into yours with tho advent of tho railway. 
Tt contains a dak bungalow, as well as a District Board. inspoo- 
tion bungalow and a fine sarai or publio rost-houso erected by 
publio subsoription in 1857 to commemorate the Jubiloo of Hox 
Majosty, Quoon Victoria, ‘Tho town is cloan and hoalthy, 

‘Dr. Hoey is of opinion that Siwan is identical with Kusi- 
niirt, tho scono of Buddha’s death, To states that Buddha visited 
Prva, the modern Popaur, whore tho goldsmith Kunda lived 
and was there served with avkara, i.e. a bulbous root and not 
our’s flesh, as tradition usually asserts, which gavo his illness a 
fatal turn, Dr, Hooy thon goes on to say :—“This led him to 
resolve to push on to Kusioird, and ho sot out with Ananda in 
that direction, Ho was thon at loust 80 years old and suffering 
from dysentory. Ho oould not havo travelled far, and wo observe 
that the Mahiparinibbane Sutta reprosents him as halting under 

“a treo at least once and reaghing a river with difficulty, ‘The 
saliont points in connection with his last brief journey aro that ho 
left Pava, halted under a treo, moved on again to @ stream called 
Kekuttha, and having crossed a river boating a name suggestive 
of gold, ho reached the people's park near Kusinara and lay down * 
under some sai treos. Possibly he had not come to Kusintra, 
because he cont Ananda to bring tho Mallas to him. After his 
death thoro was an imposing ooremony to do honour to his remains. 
‘Ho was laid out on a golden bier and is said to have boon. kept 
for sovon days; and it is enid that he showed his fect from out his 
winding sheet, and he even raised himself and spoke. ‘There was 
difficulty in moving his remains until Kieyapa came. ‘Thus the 
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spot whoro his bior rested was one that must have bome a name 
associated with it. ‘That namo is Sian, tho Sanskrit Savayana, 
litter or bior, ‘Thero is something in namos. 

“Jt jsremarkable that wo havo a particular treo of great ago at, 
‘a mound near Siwin milway station. ‘This is known as Jagattra, 
the Protootor ox Doliveror of tho World, Ono would expoot 
‘Hindus to vonerato this spot, but thoy do not. Troy consider it 
iMl-omonod. Tho late Raja of Hathwa dosirod to onoloso all this 
spot, bub the Bandits told him that tho act wonld bring him bad 
Yuck, He onclosod a largo patch, but loft the treo outside the 
walls, Ho dio soon aftor. ‘This Jagattra is looked upon as tho 
oldest placo about Sivan, and its memo and nssoaintions aro 
significant, ‘Thoro is also a vory high mound not far off, which 
has not boon explored. I can have no doubt that Kusinarn lies 
somewhere close to Siwitn, if it bo not Siwin itself.” About 3 
miles to tho noxth-wost betwoon Lahsi and Kalinjara is laxgo 
fond onciont mound, which is popularly belioved to bo a fort of 
the Oheros, (W. Hooy, Ldetijication of Kusinara, Vaisali and 
other places, J. A. 8. B., 1000.) 2 

Siwain Subdivision —Contral subdivision of the distsiot lying 
Dotwoen 26° 56" and 26° 29” N., and 84° 0’ and 84° 47’ 1, with an 
area of 888 squaro miles, ‘The subdivision is bounded on tho 
‘wost by tho Gorakhpur district, on tho north and north-wost. by 
tho Goptlganj subdivision, on the cast und south-oast by tho head- 
guastors mbvsion and on the oth bythe iva Gogetexanding 
from Dumrabar (near Guthni) to Siswin. Ib forms an. alluvi 
trnob intomectod by mimorous xivors and wator-channols, the most 
important of which aro tribataries of the Gogri, viz, tho Jhasabi 
‘and Dabi, Other rivers in tho subdivision aro the Gandaki and 
‘Dhanai, which enter it at Madhopur and Baxhogt respestively, and 
flow through it in a south-oastorly direction. ‘Tho population was 











801,744 in 1901 as compared with 800,788 in 1891; it is the most , 


ontely populated part of tho district and supports 957 persons to 
the square mile, It contains one town, Siwin, the headquarters, 
and 1,528 villages. ‘The subdivision was orented in 1848, 
Sonpur.—A village in tho headquarters subdivision situated 
+ jn 26° 42/ N, ond 85° 12’ BH, on tho right bank of the Gandak, 
lowe to its continence with the Ganges, ‘This is perhaps the: most 
‘widely: known placo in the whole district, having more than a looal 
reputation on acount of a gront fair held in tho month of Kartik, 
‘which is probably one of the oldest melds in Bengal. 
‘The legend connected with the placo is that it was tho actual 
site at which, in. prohistorio times, the fight onded botwoon the 
‘of the forest and the water, Gaj and Garah, the elephant and 





camber, 167 


the crocodile, According to tho Srimat Bhigabat, there was in 
olden times a vast lake round the ‘Trikut hill, which had, as the 
namo implies, three toworing peaks, orowned with denso forest 
‘nd infostod by wild animals, In this lake lived a orocodile of 
enormous si0; ond ono dey when a hugo olephant camo with 
 hord to bathe thoro, tho orooodile ought him by the log and 
tried to drag him into deoper water. ‘Tho struggle continuod for 
thousmids of years, all tho crooodiles and elephants joining in the 
contost, At Inst, tho clephant, beginning to weaken, prayed to 
the suprome god, Hari, to holp him. His prayer was heard, and 
‘Hari savod him from tho grip of the orooodile in the presenoe of 
Hara andl other gods. 

Acoording to Hindu mythology, the ofooodile had in 9 former 
lifo beon a Gandherva chiof, named Huhu, who came to batho in 
this lake with a party of Gandharva women, and in playful sport 
cavght by the leg n holy sage, named Dowala Muni, whohad also 
como thore to batho, Enragod at this familiarity, tho sngo oursed 
tho Gandharva chief, who thereupon was turned into a crvcodile, 
‘Thoneoforward, ho lived in tho lake in the repulsive form of a 
crocodile, until he was restored to his Grandhaxva life by the sored 
touch of Visbnu (Hari), who with his discus (chakra) out the 
throat of the orocodilo whilo delivering the clophant from his javrs, 
‘The clophant, on tho other hand, was, in his former existence, a 
king of Pandyo, Indradynmne by nemo, who was © very pious 
man of a contemplative turn of mind, One day, while absorbed 
in doop meditation, tho powerful sago, Agastya, appoaed before 
him; but tho king did not notioe his presence, and tho latter, 
piqued at this indifforence, condemned him to assume the form 
of an clephant. ‘Ho, too, after long sufforing, was saved by Haxi 
fas described above, and was allowed to accompany him to the 
high heaven of Baikuntha. 

‘A tomplo, it in said, was subsequently built on the spot 
by Rama, whon on his way to Janakpur to win Sita, It was 
dedicated to Harihar Nath Mahideo, and being largely frequented 
by pilgrims, a fair was established, called the Harihar Chhatira 
Mela, Tho temple of Hexiher Nath Mahideo is tho prinoipal 
place of worship, but several smaller temples also receive the offer 
ings of pilgrims, Among theso are the 2als Asthan and the 
Panch Devata Mandit; the latter is presided over by a priestess, 
who claims to have built the temple with the offerings she 
reoeived, 

Sonpur is considered a place of exceptional holiness, and the 
Gonga-wion, ox coremonial bething in the Ganges, unusually 
efficacious. But the great attraction of the place is the fair, 
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which is largely attended both ky Europeans and natives. ‘Tho 
fair lasts for a fortnight, but is at its height for two days before 
and two days after tho bathing in tho Ganges on the day of the 
fall moon. Immense numbers assomblo:--os many as 300,000 
persons havo beon known to attend :—-ond the fair extends about 
three miles from north to south and two milos from oust to wost. 
Goods of the most heterogenous description and large numbers of 
‘nttlo, horses and clephants are sold by Kubuli, up-oountry and 
local deslors ; it is, in fuct, one of the largest clophant markets 
in India, hundreds of elephants boing brought for sale, Special 
sanitary precautions aro always taken on this oocasion, to provent 
the outbreak of epidemio disease, and arrangements oro made 
for the anfoguarding of the elephants, 

To the European the Sonpur fair is better known as being 
the occasion. of ono of the most agreeable sooial gatherings to bo 
found in the Provines, A Jarge comp is held in a magnificent 
grove, and the visitors amuso themsolves with a gymkhina, 
dances, polo, tonnis and visite to the fair, which prosonts Indian 
life under many interesting aspoots. Besides a large ball-room, 
there are a fine ra02-coureo and xace-stands, for the Sonpur meet 
used to be an important: taco meoting at which some of the beat 
rae horeos on this sido of Indin ran, Many causes, especially the 
decline of tho indigo industry and other race mestings in more 
central places, have combined to put a stop to the races, and a 
Jarge polo mest now takes their place. Until 1839 the races 
‘were run at“ Hajipur, but owing to tho river outting away the . 
Dank, it was novsssary to chooso a frosh sito, and the present 
track was Inid out on the Siren side of the Gandak at Sonpur, 
where the first rioes were run that year. 

Sonpur is also an important janotion on the Bengal and Noxth- 
‘Western Railway, and is the headquarters of the District ‘TrafBo 
and Locomotive Departments. ‘There are large railway workshops 
hore, and more land is being acquired for quarters for the Huropean 
stafl, The village contains a police station and a sub-tegishry 
office, and has @ population, according to the census of 1901, of 
8,855 persons. Close by isthe Gandak milway bridge, which 
eonnects the Bengal and North-Western Railway and Tirhut 
Stato Railway systems, It was opened by the Viceroy, Lord 
Dufferin, in Match 1887, ond is 2,176 foot long ; it is built of 
eight spans of 250 foot clear, and has two broad pathways for 
foot passengers. In consequence: of the great rapidity of the 
Sendak when in flood, and the unstable naturo of its hed, this 

ige is justly regarded as o triumph of engineering skill, 
[Harry Abbott, Sonspore Reminixence, Galati, 706) 
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Frincial crop, 60-61. 

Privat acool, 14. 

‘Produce rents, 85, 

Professional classes, 93, 

Propriotary rights tranaer of, 190-222, 

Proteatant Main, de 

Publi health, 60:55, 

















R 


Balt crops, 61, 71. 

Rallwags, 100. 

‘workshops, 98. 

1416; in olution to agvienl- 
tare, 67, 

Rojpate, 48, 

Ramkoli, 114. 

Rotonpars, 145. 

Rates of rent, 83, 
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Refineries, sugar, 04. 

oglatration, 194-190, 

altepntry offs, 180, 

elit worke fn fino, 749%. 

Retiglony 89-42, . 

Rentetesnyoty land bald by, 124-228- 

ante tenure, 12, 

Revt-plo tense, 1. 

Rent anit, 180, 

Rents, 83-85 sua rent, 81664; one 
Iisnesmont of, 8485; rodeo rats, 
85, 

Rept, Le 

Resumption prosoding, 119. 

Rove, founder of ovelgan 261+ 

Revolean) 0, 69, 14; digporary at 85 
fae at, 400) swankipality nt, 187 
choo af, 140, deteripten of, 160. 
168, 

Aevolgan}-Ballia branch railway, 109, 

Revenue, adwinisteation of, 116-126; 
history of, 116-19, 

Reveouo of the distrch, 127190; nod 

128.29 

129; comes, 129) incomes 

tox, 120; ropiteation, 120-180, 

Rewi, 7. 

Reni Git road, 111, 

1h fre, 08, 

Nice, cultivation of, 6268 prieos of, 
8, 

iotng, prevalenc of, 181, 

iver aptem, 6.10, 

Roads, 100-113} management of, 1105 
Aonavention of, 10111) ist of, 
uni. 

Aad and Publie Works conse, 120, 

Roman Cutholle Staion, 42. 

Ropanedip, 9 

axal popation, 85, 

cos 

Rott interest of indigo fnotorios, 104, 

yots, rete pald by, 6 claaon of, and 
and held by, 298206, 

















Sa2ua pata Yours, 108. 
Safllowor, cultivation of, 68, 
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Baiyids, 42. 
‘Sokadwipi Brthians, 44, 


Salani, 120, are 


Salimpur, 7. 
‘Salpopur Ghit road, 211. 
Sats, prloos of, 88, 
Ballpotre, trade fn, 22; manutactare of, 
95.98, 

Saungl Atttbs, 40, 47, 
‘turd, 45. 
Sanakrit tots, 14 
Saraiya, 7 
‘Soran, origin of namo, 1-2, 
Siran canals, 68, 
iran Khis, descipsion of, 108, 
Serana Stipa, 1, 17 
Sarangpur, 7 
Saragu river, 7 
Sarju river, 7. 

arkr Sirao, 115, 
Barwaria Bribimans, 44, 
Sargupast Britmane, 44, 








Bata, 7+ 
attar GhKt, 10, 

‘Satur Ghit road, 112. 

Sattar, 105. 

Satta eyator, of Indigo cultivation, 105, 
Bott, 97 

Seviage Bank, tronstetions of, 124. 
‘rcp, cultivation of, 68. 

Soarity, 71 

Sobools, 189-141} High school, 1405 


Middle Roglish, 149; Middle Vorus 
as, 1405, Primary, 140; special 
Mo-18, 

Sootndary education, 140, 

‘Bomari6, description of, 164, 

Seid gota, rent pad by, 835 land bl 
by, 122-123, 

SoWhemente of rovenne, early, 1167 
decennial, 118; permanent, 118; 
later etUaments, 119, 

Sexa, proportion of 84. 

‘Sharpur Gh, 

Sildrpor, establishment of fndigo face 
tory at, 3 

Silva, fale at, 69; desription of, 104, 

Binge, 2. 

© ipth pargonay 162, 
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‘Siawiin, bungalow at, 118; description 
of, 14, 
ital, gold at anall-pr, woof, 


ca 

Sitalpar, 9; establishment of Indigo 
factory ab, 100, 

‘51th maviures, use of, 101, 

Siwin, 8; rainfall of, 15; old fort at, 
28; mutiny of 1867, 28-805 dlapen- 
mary at, 65) sugar factory at, 04; 
ubsiugiatry wt, 190 ; than at, 188 5 
sobsjall at 298; maniclpality 
fh 197-188; schools al 140-141 5 
Aeseription of, 1644160. , 

Siwin-Andar roud, 112. 

Siwin-Chapri road, 212 

Siwin-Gopityanj roxd, 112, 

Siwin-Guthot road, 119, 

SivineMabirjgan§ road, 112. 

SiwineSalimpuy GhSt road, 122, 

Siwin-SobGgpur Git roud, 112. 

‘Sin enbdiviaion, 166; Indigo factorien 
‘in, 206, 

Sinall-por, 68, 

Sunkos, 14, 

‘Soup, manufacture of, 98, 

Sohigpay, 7. 














Soils, 69-60, suitable for indigo cultivar 
tion, 101. 

Somro, battle gata, 24, 

Sonpar, 8, 6,7, 98,99, 100, 114; railway 
horital at, 65; bangulow at, 1195 

aubergine mb, 2805 thin nf, 109 
denrpton of, 160-168, 

Sonat rsd, 111. 

‘Botas, 8, 9. 

Speci schol, 140-161. 

Spirit consumption of, 128. 

Sripor,sgrcultiml farm a, 68,09. 

Staging bungalows, 13. 

Stamp, rorenue from, 129. 

Staities, rainfall, 16; ltl, 60.61; 
great, 66.67; olucationd, 
180-140, 

Steamer wvics, 18-114, 

Bubdivision of ostates, 120, 








‘Bubdivision ofthe diet, 122, °° 
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ixpex. 
‘Subsistence holding, area of, 89. | Uv. 
| Bed-Barne lus, 104108. | canines 
Sogu,mauttectare of, 24 eee 
‘Sugarcane, cultivation of, 65.) ‘Under-tonast =“ 
he! 13. 
Send re, deta of 8. * 
a Under denare,12, 
| sappy of tow, 878, aie foes 
‘Surveys, 119, sarees 
ray ‘Tear scil, 60. 
t © Dri, extvaton ct 88. 
‘Tari, consumption of, 128. v. 
‘Tavernier, account of Chapel by, 21-22, Vaccination, 54-55, 
‘Taxation, municipal, 187. ‘Vaisali, 16, 
| Teka deeton, 142, Voreatie, 69. 
| teepeph fie, 125 Vecoary eet, 0 
Tal i. Vide 16 : 
| tape uo, Vilage 9655, 
> Temperature, 14. ‘Village officials, 35-96, 
1 omperly edad tates 220, Vituge re, 12258. 
| Tenporry tne He2, Vied satiate, sot 
\ ‘Tenants, 122-125, = w. 
} Semen MLAS) sabpeelg, 10, A 
/ + permanent aud temporary, 121122 ;°| Wages, 86-87. 
| rontetreo, 122." ye”) Walia, 2 
Water commantaains, 18:04, 
tH 123. 7 
weeps Water-lifts, 59. 


‘Thatching gram, cultivation of, 66. 

‘Thivwo, 100 ; fair at, 70: 

‘THUG lessee, 108, 122. 

Tin atid aytiom of coltivation, 103- 
108, 

‘Tishut Stato Raitway, 109. 

‘Tobacco, cultivation of 66; manufacture 
of, 98. : 

Tole, U1. 

‘Topography, 3. 

‘Towns, $4-35. 

‘Tracts of fertility, 68.57. 

‘Trade, 98-99, 

‘Training schools, 140, 

| ‘Tranafer of proprietary rights, 120-121; 
‘of occupancy sights, 129-124, 

‘Trees, 1152. 

‘Troe-daubing mystery, 41-42. 








Wearing of eloth, 97. 

Wells icrigation from, 67, 69, 

Wheat, caltivation of, 63-643 priows of, 
83, 

Wild animals, 12, 

Winter ree, caltiation of, 2, 

Westen, edacation of, 141. 


Y. 
‘Yams, caltivation of, 64 62, 
Zz 


Zasaindie Betbmans, 45. 
Zaniina school, 161. 
Zarpeshg¥ lees, 108, 122. 
Zits sebool, 140. 
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Zirdat system of indigo cultivation, 105. 


4—W. M. D'C. and others. 
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